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INTRODUCTION. 



9 SftamliU Qnmgi^ ifyt €ngU^ Cmntiti. 

It waa a remark of Mr. Ererett, who was at one time the American 
envoy in this country, " We have everything great in America. We 
have great rirers, great monntains, great forests, and great lakes ; but 
we have no olden huildiugs, no castles or houses of an ancient aristo- 
oracy, and no monasteries. To see these, we must viut the land of our 
&tbers." 

There is something equaUy just and heautifiil in this affectionate tri~ 
bate to the old country, and the more so kind and ennobling a feeling 
spreads amongst the Americans, the better it will be for themselves. 
Abstractedly, there is no great value in uninhabitable niina ; and no 
doubt a mere utilitarian would look upon the finest Gothic cathedral as a 
mere stone-receptacle for bones and dust, which would be more profitably 
employed in manuring our fields ; bat somehow there is a ieeling, in all 
save the obtusest of us, that will be heard in spite of utilitarianism, and 
we shall invariably find that whatever tends to connect us in idea with 
tJie past or the fiitnie, tends also — and in a greater degree tlian any- 
thing else save revealed religion — to make us conscious that we belong 
not wholly to earth or to the present, but are portions of immortality. 
He who narrows his thoughts and wishes to the time being may certainly 
reap some practical advantage from this limited application of his facul- 
ties, but it will be at the expense of higher and better feelings, just as 
the man who spends the whole of life in Dointing needles or tempering 
pen-knives, may acquire skill in that particular art, but in so doing 
becomes eventually as narrow as his occupation. The more we free our 
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mlndi from the idea of time and space, which an only wonts of limit, 
the nearer we approach to the nndeTttapding of the infinite — to that 
which haa np>t1ier hegion'ig nor ei(< — asd nothing does th's to eObctnaUy 
as the ahibTacting onrse^tes ttom the present in the eons>^eratioa o^ the 
past, 't maj, >oweTer, be objected to na, aa HoTafo objected to 
Ham'et, " this is to coirder too curons'y ;" but instead of i-nitating 
the pliPosoph^c prince in ojr arswer, which would 'ead as into the wilds 
of metaobys'cs, we will latheT beg our readen to accompany ns in a 
short ran^ b'e amongst the halla ard cattl.eB of those who bare helped to 
make the naire of England so illustrons. In do'ng this it is not oar 
purpose to pay the 'east atteado^ to geograph'cal pi'opT^et'es ; limping 
time will have to tojl alter as in Tain while we fly from place to place, 
for no better reason in the order of our march than their happening thus 
to rise upon the recollection. 

The ant'qui^es of this country may for the most part be traced either 
to war or religion — to the turbulent though chivalrous barous, or to the 
monks, whom it is the fashion of modem ignorarce to include in one 
sweeping censure, as if the embers of le-aming, art, and science had not 
been kept alive by them in the monasteries, when but for their iudtutry, 
the mailed heel of kings acd noble* would have trampled it out alto- 
gether. We cannot better illustrate this remark than by commencing 
with BvAUCHiEFF Abbey, iathe extensive parish of Sheffield, a name which 
in the piesent day is so inseparably connected with the idea of plated 
goods and cut'ery, that few will be able to imagme that it was ever the 
aite of heroic deeds and baronial castles. Even the name of HaOam- 
ehire is seldom if ever heard Ijeyaod the district to which it applies. Tet 
this was not slways the case. There was a time when this district was 
the favourite residence of lordly barons, though of such days the traces 
are but few, ard those few rapidly decaying, and giving place to the 
more useful, but certainly less p'cturesque, pnrposes of modem life. 

Beauchieff Abbey, was founded in 1 183 by Robert FitzRanulph, the 
powerful Lord of Norton and of many other places inthecoanty of Derby, 
and it seems in a short time to have become highly popular. And well it 
mi^t. Thespiritofreligionin those days, though too often degraded by 
anperstition, was yet uncere and fervent, besides which the people, who 
bad hitherto been called upon to support such institutions in parts liu away 
from them, had now all the advantage that belongs to the presence of a 
landlord, who consumes on his estate what his estate produces. Other bcT-e- 
fsctOTs wei-e found in a short time to contirue the wo^-k which had been so 
wellbegon. The second Ralph de Ecclesallpresented the monkswiAliia 
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corn-mill on the Sheaf, n abort distance from the monastery, only attaching 
to it the condition that they should provide a canon to perform daily service 
in a chapel which he erected by his mansion. He was followed by a patron, 
not less liberal and attached to churchmen, who allowed the monks to 
graze thirty cows in hia forest of Fullwood, with their young nnder three 
years old ; to this he added an acre of land, that they might have a spot 
on which to erect booths for the winter retreat of their herds, a gift pe- 
culiarly acceptable to a class of men whose wealth for the most part con- 
sisted in their cattle, His son was yet more bountiinl, or perhaps as the 
good monks increased in worldly riches they became less fitting objects 
for charity, except upon the most extended scale. This liberal bene- 
factor estated them with his grange of Fullwood and the lands pertaining 
to it, and granted them also common of pasture throughout the whole of 
Fullwood and Riveling, for all their cattle, goats alone excepted, the 
injury done by these animals to the yonng trees being generally held a 
sufficient cause for excluding them from the woodland pastures. Bean- 
chieff Abbey is now the seat of B. B. Peoob Burnell, Esq. 

It wonld be a grievona wrong to the admirers of Ribstone pippins 
were we to leave Yoiksh're without some notice of the place which pro- 
duces this fhvourite apple. The original tree is said to have been rused 
from seed that came in the first place from France, but it has since spread 
into other countries, unchanged in name, and moatlikely as little changed 
in quality. Bnt it is Kibbtohb Hall that should chiefly engage our 
attention, the seat, until late years, of the Goodricke family, but now the 
property of Joseph Dent, Esq., about four miles to the south-east of 
Knaiesborough. It is situated upon an eminence, at the base of which 
flows the river Nid, almost encompassing it, and commands a beauti&l 
prospect of considerable extent. In early times the manor belonged to 
two Danish chieftains, who had no doubt acquired it by the strong hand, 
the general mode of asserting a claim to any property in those days. 
Availing himself of the same right, William the Conqueror robbed the 
robbers, and bestowed the spoil upon tno of his Norman companions, 
William de Percy and Ralph de Pagnel ; from them it passed into the 
hands of Lord Ross, who in 1324 bestowed it on the Knights Templars, 
and by these last it was held till their enormous wealth, no less than their 
vices and dangerous ambition, provoked the dissolution of their order. 
It then became the property of a Duke of Sufiblk, and he, in 1542, sold 
it to Henry Goodricke, a gentleman of an ancient family in Somerset- 
shire. In the chapel belonging to the Hall are several memorials of the 
Goodrickea ; and in the churchyaid is a curious sepulchral monument, 

a 3 
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whicli WM dug up atYorlL in the Trinity-yanl, Micklegate, in 168S. 
It is a teBtimonial to the standard-hearer of the ninth Roman legion, if 
we ma; helieve the antiquarieB, who hare endeavoured to explain the 
meaning of the inscription, and of the figure ahove it, with a ttuidard in 
one hand and soraething like a basket in the other. The figure ia sup- 
posed by some to represent the idgnifer himself. 

With less of antiquity to recommend it, but with the advantage of 
being little beyond four miles &om the gea-cotut, is Hdhiukbt Hall ; 
and if, using the privilege of the seven-leagued boots, we step from the 
East to the West Riding, we shall stumble on Eshton Hall, a place 
which finds such honourable mention in the bibliographical pages of 
Dibdin, and will be long remembered as the residence of a distinguished 
patron of literature, Miss Richardson Currer. 

While the sun seems sliU to linger on the wolds and hills of York- 
shire, we must notice one place more oe turning oui pilgrim steps to 
other counties — Hobhbt Castle, in the North lUding. This noble, but 
irr^ular pile, which even now retains a portion of its baronial graadonr, 
encloses an inner court or quadrangle, like the old colleges at Cambridge, 
thou^ the general line of the building does not exceed two stories. 
Two embattled towers, the one round in the centre of the east front, and the 
other square at the end of the same side, are carried to a greater height, 
thns breaking what would else be an uniform and monotonous line; 
whOe on three of the sides — south, east, and north — ia a separate en- 
trance. The whole stands upon an eminence sloping gently to the river 
that winds aroond its base, and commands an extensive view of moun- 
tain and moorland, of fertile plidn and valley. From its extent and 
massiveness it impresses the mind sbongly with the rude greatness of 
former times, when man seemed, with a noble but mistaken daring, to 
stamp " Mto jMrpstuum .' " upon all his works. 

Previona to the reign of Henry IV. this castle helon^d to the fiunily 
of St. Q,uintin, till the male line becoming extinct, and the young heiieaa 
of the house, Margaret St. Quintin, marrying Sir John Conyers, it of 
course passed into the possession of her husband. Tins fiuuily increated 
in wealth and rank for many years, when a daughter again succeeded to 
the inheritance, who married Thomas Lord Darcy, and thus transferred 
it to a new line. The aame thing happened a third time in 1776, when 
Robert, Earl of Holdemess, the lineal descendant of the Conyers', died, 
leaving an only daughter to inherit. This lady gave her hand to 
Francis Godolphin, Marqueas of Carmarthen, the eldest son of the Duke 
of Leeds, and in that fiimily Hornby Castie still r 
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Castle Howabd is a princely mansion, foui miles from Matton, bnt 
without much claim to antiquity, having heen erected by Charles, the 
third Earl of Carlisle, on the spot where once stood the old caaUe of 
Hinderakelf. It is more extensive than Blenheim, and ia not altogether 
the work, of one architect, nor is it from one design. The north front 
wa< bnilt by Sir John Vanbrugh, and consists of a rich centre of the 
Corintliian order, with a cupola rising from the roof, flanked by two 
large wings, the east of which was finished according to the original plan, 
while the west has been erected by Sir James Robinson, with little regard 
to tlie character of the rest of the building. The south, or garden front, 
is also magnificent, and though perhaps questionable in point of taste, is 
undeniably very striking. Within, the rooms are spacions to an unusual 
d^ree, and abound in all the luxuries of modern refinement. Choice 
pictures, rare pieces of antiquity, and the moat costly furniture, meet the 
eye on all sides ; and yet there is more magic in the simple name of 
Howard, associated as it is with the romantic features of Ei^lisb history 
than in all these accumulated splendours. 

In direct contrast to this creation of Vanbrugh's is Hbblikoton Haij. 
not more than two miles from the fine old city of York, that queen of 
the northern counties. The ball itself is a remarkably fine specimen of 
the Elizabethan period, having remained with but few alterations, thanks 
to the good taste of its successire inheritors. An ornamental porch, 
ascended by a fiight of steps, leads to a hall of antique appearance, that 
will not fail to remind the student of his colle^ days amid the venerable 
piles of Cambridge or Oxford. The roof is elaborately worked, while 
more than sixty shields, arranged on wainscot panels round the walb, 
emblazon the &mily arms; at the upper end extends a screen of carved 
oak, and on either side is placed a table of the same kind of wood, one of 
them being eighteen feet long, and both are fonned from a single plank 
of great thickness. Even the grounds about the mansion retain the 
same antique appearance as the building itself, for the hollies and yew- 
trees still preserve those fantastic shapes in which at one time it was the 
fashion to clip them, as if the great object had been to moke nature 
resemble art as much as possible. The &mily dates its ori^n in t^s 
country from the Norman conquest, at which time Enstachius, the first 
of the victorious settlers belonging to this race, took up his abode in 
Lincolnshire, as the lord of Yaiburgh. This name is still borne by bis 
descendants, who have remained in uninterrupted possession of Hesling- 
ton Hall up to the present day. 

But to enumerate all that deserves record in Yorkshire, would prolong 
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our ramble beyond aoy resaonable limit. One halt more nnly before 
quitting this magniflceat county, wbidi ii w replete with hittorical 
usociationi, while Id extent it {■ nnriTalled by any two of the latest 
ahiicB in England. The rery name of Tevple Newsah bringg ua back 
to the age of the warrior-monki, who once set their muled foot upon 
the neck of king*, and had well-nigh been an over-match for the Pope 
himielf> ^Vhere the present spaciona and noble mansion gtandi, there was 
fonnerly a precatory of the order, and from that circumstance is derived 
the first half of the modem appellation. Upon the suppreaiion of these 
ambitious soldiers, the estate was granted by Edward JII. to Sir John 
Darcie, with whose descendants it remained till Tfaomas liord Daicy 
got himself embroiled with Henry the Eighth, who at all times adminis- 
tered justice in a summary way of his own, cutdng off heads with as 
little pretence to reaaon as any Schah of Persia. In his day the York- 
ahiremen raised a rebellion under the name of the " Pilgrimage of 
Grace," and Lord Darcy was suspected of treachery in having delivered 
up to tbem Pomfret Castle, whereupon the bluff monarch caused him 
to be bung upon Tower-hiU. It ia indeed fiv from certain whether the 
vnlncky nobleman had really betrayed his trust to these gracious 
pUgrwu, but Henry's suspicions were generally &ital to the object of 
them ; and having thus removed his former fiivourite, he bestowed the 
property upon Mathew, Earl of Lennox, whose son, the celebrated 
I>amley, was bom here. James the First granted it to the then Duke 
of Lennox, and from him it was purchased by Sir Anthony Ingram, who 
built the present splendid mansion. It stands upon the banks of the 
Aire, about four miles from Leeds, and nearly fourteen from ToA, in 
the midst of a beautiful and fertile tract, which ia watered by one of the 
largest rivers in Yorkshiie, 

Warwickshire, thongh fhr leas abundant in memorials of the olden 
times than the county we have just left, is yet not without several in- 
teresting remains. Among these may be numbered Baddeblbt Cuntok, 
or Badsley Clinton, which received the second portion of its name from 
one of its early owners. Sir Thomas Clinton, to distinguish it from 
another Badaley in the same liandred. Like so many old estates, it 
has passed at various times into different hands, by the extinction of 
the male heirs, and the marriage of a surviving daughter. Upon one 
occasion, the possessor, finding that he held the estate by a disputable 
title, and having a wise objection to law in hit own person, he parted 
with it to John Brome, a lawyer. The legal gentleman managed with 
considerable dexterity to keep hia brethren of the long robe at bay, but 
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was lesa fortanate in a martial ercounter wi;:b John Hcrthill, the itewanl 
to NeriU the great Eurl of Warwick. It appears that the steward bad 
mortgaged certaia lands to the lawyer, which he wished to redeem, but 
the lawyer, preferring the estate to money, resisted tooth and nail all 
attempt! at enforcing a clwm to redemption. The steward, finding 
himself baffled by the snperior legal tac^cs of his enemy, and having 
somewhat of his master's fiery disposition, he oce day called Mr. Joan 
Brome out of the White&ian' church in Lordoa, where the latter 
chanced to be at mass, and entered iii:» a bot dispate wi.b him respect- 
ing the aforeaud mortgage. While tbey were yet in the cliurch-porcb, 
the dispute grew so high, tbey came to b^ws ; swoixls were diawn, and 
tbe lawyer fell raortaQy wounded, bis oivn son InoUng on and smUing 
aa he received his death-blow. So ai ?eust ore mua> infer fi'O'n bis 
will, in which occurs the singular eip-easion, ttiat " hefo.gam hit son, 
Tkomat, aho tnuUd when he taw h^n run Otfowjit by HsrUtiU, in tut 
Whitefrian' eharch'porch," He bad, bowerer, anoi:ber son, by name 
Nicholaa, who succeeded him, and was so far from indjigirg in aiy 
mirth upon the matter, that he waylaid and killed tbe steward in Loog- 
bridge Field, on bis way to hold a court for tbe Earl of Wrfw-cIc. 
Upon this the widow of tbe murdei-ed man tooV up tbe c<iilgels, for in 
those times — the good old times — a feud was se'dom al'owed to d'e with 
those in whom it had originated ; a »oi succeeded aa raturally to bis 
btber's qnarrels, as to his fatiier't estate, acd, tbe>e being ro aoi in 
this case to demand blood for blood, tbe «k'aw appea'ed, as tbe phrase 
went, the slayer of her late busbund. Frends, boAeve^, in^rfered, 
and the feud was soldered up by the paymert of certain mo.i'es to 
the appellant, and of others to the Charcb, that tapers might burn, 
and mosses he duly said for the soul's repose of tbe departed. Anil here 
we cannot help pausing awhile to remark, that wiia.«ref objections may 
be made by those opposed to Roman Catholic ob'-eTTunces, st>'l it can- 
not be denied they were eminently calculated to p omote peace, and to 
calm tbe passions of a fierce race, who were steeled gainst all other 
conitiderationa. 

Having got bo well out «^ this awkward bnaineBs, the worthy Nicl^olai 
was not long before he fell into another of the same k'cd, for he was evi- 
dently of a hasty mood, imd at all times ready to ap[>eal to the arbitre- 
ment of the sword, without much distinction of priest orlayn^an. Upon 
one occauon, being for some supposed wrong done him by the Parish 
Priest at Baddesley, mightily enraged, he made no more ado but ran the 
offender through the body. Heobtained, however, his pardon both from the 
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King and the Pope, upon condidon of hia doing lomething in the wfty of 
expiation. The mode of atonement wonld seem in % great meanire to 
hare been left to himself, wberenpon he rebuilt the towei-ateeple at 
Baddesley from the gronnd, and, moreover, poichased three bells for it, 
a steeple ohnously being of no use without bells. In addition to this, 
he rused the body of the chnrch itaelf t«n feet higher than it had been 
before ; and " farther of him," says the old historian, " I have not fonnd 
anything memorable, other than that he enclosed this lordship, and that 
he departed this world anno. 1517." His daughter Constance marrying 
Sir Edward Ferrers, grandson of the Hon, Thomas Ferrers, of Tamworth 
Castle, Badttesley Clinton, has since contiimed the inheiitance of her 
descendants, the Ferrers', and is now enjoyed by Mabvion Edwahd 
Fb&bbbs, Esq., the present male representative of that illnstriona 

SioNELKiiiHABBBr,in the same county, affords a striking instance of the 
vicissitudes of the lires — if we may be allowed so quesdonahle a phrase — 
of houses, as well as men. In olden times, a Cistercian monastery stood 
upon this giound, and notable examples are the monks of how Intly the poet 
spoke when he said, " men's evil manners lire in brass," for the misdeeds 
of the brotherhood hare outlasted their very walls and monaments. Not a 
single buttress, not a mouldering tomb-stone, remidns to tell of the fbmm 
inmates, either living or dead ; and yet the echos of other times hare not 
passed away, but we still hear of the ill wton^t by the dust that baa 
long since been given back to its native elements. Two of the bther- 
abbots, whether justly or not, have been written down by the chronicler 
for very grievous offenders. One of them, Thomas do Pipe, he tells ns, 
bad more children than there were monks in bis monastery, and employed 
the rents of several of the conventual lands in supporring them. Even 
the mother of this forbidden multitude has not escaped the historian's 
malidouB accuracy. That the scandal of his own days might not be lost 
to future times, he has duly recorded her by the name of Isabella 
fienshale. 

'William de Oyldefoid, another abbot of the same place, got himself "de- 
prived for countenancing a shepherd belonging to the monastery to fight a 
duel, andtohsngathiefthat had privately stole away some cattleof theirs." 
How iar the Inciting the shepherd to a duel should be considered an of- 
iencecan scarcely be judged of, with no better information than is afforded 
by this bare record of the &ct. In the latter case, the chronicler would 
seem to deal hardly with William de Gyldeford, for the thief manifestly de- 
served a lope, and it would seem that the abbot was iiilly authorized in sup- 
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plying him with one, if we are to place any reliance upon the monastic 
charter ; Ibnr of his bondsmen actually " held one mesa and one qnartrone 
of land, by the service of making the gallows an<l hanging the thicTes," 
and this, if it meananythingatall, most imply the abbot's right of execu- 
ting marauders upon the monastic property. Butiu due time came Henry 
the Eighth, with his broom ecclesiaslJc, and drore all the rooks out of 
their rookery, as John Enox, in his aourceal, was pleased to call themonka 
and the monasteries. In the division of the spoil tbus acquired, Stone- 
leigh, by the monarch's favour, fell to the share of Charles Brandon, 
Duke of Sofiblk, who chanced at the time to be in especial grace with 
his despotic master. Afterwards, in the reign of Elizabeth, it passed into 
the hands of Sir Thomas Leigh, and by him tiie estate was considerably 
augmented, for he purchased morel and in the neighbourhood, and upon tbe 
uteoftheAbbey erected aspauous mansion, aconsiderable portion of which 
is still rwimining, His great-greudson was created a Baron by Charles the 
First, with the title of Lord Leigh of Stoneleigh ; and if attachment could 
give a ctum to such a distinction, it was certainly merited by Sir Thomas, 
for his loyalty continued as firm as ever in the utmost extremity of his 
master's fortunes, and the same feeling was inherited by his descendants till 
the last Lord licigh died near the close of the eighteenth century. The 
estate then passed to his only sister, the Hon. Uary Leigh, at whose 
decease, in 1806, tlie property devolved on the Leighs of Adlestrop, in 
Gloucestershire, and is now enjoyed by Ch&ndos, Lord Leigh, the 
present head of tiiis branch of the ancient and eminent House of Leigh 
— a nobleman of distinction as a Poet. 

The mansion, which we have been thus describing in its various for- 
tunes, is situated in a beautiful and fertile part of the county. Throng 
the grounds, rendered yet more picturesque by venerable woods, flows 
the river Avon, bat ao much increased beyond its usual vidth as to de- 
serve the epithet of magnificent. A ^aI^ fragment of the structure 
raised upon the expulsion of the monks is still to be seen, snd even some 
portions belonging to a yet remoter period, amongst which the most 
prominent feature was a gatehouse of the old abbey. This last still i&< 
mainad to the antiquarian's delight until 1814, but a plan was even then 
ripening for the demolition of this venerable relique, which according to 
all accounts was built by Robert de Hockele, the sixteenth abbot, and 
had in the outer front a large escutcheon of stone In memory of Henry 
the Second, the founder of the abbey. 

We are constantiy being reminded, while travelling among the old 
English mansions, of how much that was once great and glorious baa long 
■'-■'■ uassedswir = 1- '- --rition coroes in the shane of en 
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antique fragment, which is yet allowed to fonn a portion of a modem 
wait ; but moie frequently it comes from our learaing that the buDding 
we admire stands on the site of a demolished castle, or of an abbey that 
has been swept away by the hauda of the desolator. Often too the ap- 
pellation of abbey will yet remain dingizig to the modern edifice as we 
■ball find in Cibedcestkb Abbsi, Olouceitenhire, founded in 111? by 
Henry the First, for canons regular of the Augustine order. The hand of 
Bluff King Hal — and it never was a light one — fell here with even vuae 
than its usual weight. On granting this part of his church spoil to 
Roger Basinge, he commanded that all the buildings within the abbey 
precincts should be pulled dawn and carried away, and so punctually 
wai this Gothic mandate obeyed, that nothing now remains of the abbey 
or its adjuncts except the almonry gate, the spital gate, and a large bam. 
In course of time it revoted to the cxown, and Clueen Elizabeth finally 
sold it to Bichaid Haater, her Physician of the chamber, who erected a 
mansion upon the site of the abbey. This also was pulled down in 
1772, when a new house was built, which is inhabited by Miss Master, 
a direct descendant from Elisabeth's physician. 

Fkamptoh Coubi in the same coun^, must not he passed ovet without 
some notice, if it were only to record it as beii^ the seat of a distinguished 
branch of the Cliffords. The name itself will he sufficiently ."hmiUar to 
ereiy reader of Shakspeare, but tlie poet's hero, who played so conspicu- 
ous a part in the wan of the white and red roseSf belonged to another 
branch of the fiunily. 

From Gloucestershire to Devon, although a tolerably long route in the 
maps, is a short fiight for the imagination, which like the electric tele- 
graph would almost seem to annihilate both space and time. Let us 
then fancy ourselves in the manor of Kenton, before the walls of Pow- 
DBBHUi Cabtlk, erected during the feudal ages for protecting the adjacent 
lands and vassals frum the incursions of rival Barons. Upon the death 
of John de Powderham, in the time of the flist Edward, it fell by escheat 
or otherwise, to Humphrey de Bohun, Bariof Hereibrd, who gave it, 
with his daughter Mai^iaret in maniage, to Hugh Earl of Devon ; and 
he again bestowed it upon his son Sir Peter Courtenay, about the be- 
ginning of the fourteenth century. From this time it shifted fi^m one 
to another like the cards in the hands of a jug^er, and there really is 
something cuiious in following these changee, effected now by purchase 
and now by mauiages, till the wheel of fortune had gone Aill round, and 
the Gourtenays once again became possessed of their original estate. In 
168S it devolved to the crown, on the attainder of Henry Courtenay, 
Uarquess of Bzeter, for while the feudal system prevailed it was to be 
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expected that once in two or three generations the bead of any noble 
&inily would die upon the Maffold ; in the mga of Elizabeth it was sold 
to Lord Clifton ; in the reign of Jamei the First, tlie new purchaser re- 
sold it to Sir Warwick Hele ; shortly afterwards it fell to Sir Edward 
Hungerfbrd, in right of his wife ; in the reign of Charles the Second, Sit 
Edward parted with it to the Dnke of Albemarle ; in the reign of Qneen 
Anne, it come into the hands of Lord Oranrille ; in 1712, it was again 
purchased into the original family, by Sir William Courtenay, Bart. 

This castle is beautifully situated on the banks of the Eze, not more 
than three miles from its confluence with the British Channel. At high 
water the river in this part is full a mile and a half broad, the castle 
windows commanding a magnificent view of the ocean to the west, and 
of the shipping as it comes up to Topsham. The grounds, moieover, are 
unusually extensive. They embrace a circumference of nearly ten miles, 
in which is comprised a lurge park well stocked with deer, besides planta- 
tions, shmbberies, lawns, and pleasure gronnds. Nature in fiitct has done 
everything to render this one of the most enchanting spots in England, 
but the antiquary can hardly be expected to sympathise with the taste 
which has su^ested the modem improTcments upon the old edifice. 
Up to the year 17S2 it still retained a portion of its original castellated 
form ; but since then the machicolated gateway with its formidable 
portcullis has disappeared, the high turrets and massiye embattlementa 
have given way to what is called classic architecture, and many additions 
have been made to the north wing, adding much no doubt to the con- 
venience of the inmates, but greaUy Co the discomfort of those, who, like 
ourselves, are especial admirers of ancient Gothidsm. To be sure we may 
in reply be met with the " quip modnt," as Touchstone was when he 
quarrelled with the cut of the courtier's beard, and received for answer, 
that the wearer of the beard " cat it to please himself;" but though we 
do not dispute this right, we must still tnft.iTitji.in om own privil^e of 
grumbling at the use of it. 

Another memorable feature in this county is Bboadhkmbuby Obakob, 
the seat of the old and distinguished family of Drewe,* The property 

* The andent and knightly ^xaHj of Drew, ori^nallj of DrsmcllEF, co. Devon, 
deaceoili in a diied line, from Drogo or Dm, a noble Norman (son ,of Walter 
de Pom, and brMhsr of Bichard, aoceMor of the Cliffijrdi), who acoompanied his 
fcinpTiM, WOlian the Conqneror, to England. The senior line is now repraaanted 
by EswAsn Snioon Daawa, Bh]., of the Gruige, eo. Deron, and the chief de- 
rivatiTe branches are Bested in Ireland — viz., (he Dnaws of Hnunrs, oo. Kerryi of 
Biaano Bovai, Tooghal; of Duwbboro', co. Clare, ti. 



dbyGoot^Ic 



xii nnmoBvonoN. 

appertained originally to the Abbe^ of DonkenreU, to which monaster; 
extensive lands in the neighbourhood belonged ; and was purchased 
from Henry Wriothealey, Earl of Southampton, grandaon of the grantee, 
by Edwaid Diewe, Esq., of Sharpham, an eminent lawyer of the time of 
Elizabeth, lUcorder of London and Q,ueen'a Seijeant. Hia son. Sir 
Thomas Drewe, Knt,, erected the present structure in the foim of an I, 
in compliment to James I., in whose reign it wai built. The mannon 
has aince unde^;one some alterations, but one remarkable chamber, 
wainscoted with caired oak, of very rich and elaborate design, and skil- 
ful workmanship, is still in perfect preservation, and presents a speci- 
men, perhaps unequalled, of the richly decorated withdrawing room of 
the time of the first James. The Royal Arms and initials, aurmonnt 
the chimney piece ; and amongst the various omaments, are the heraldic 
bearings of the builder, Sir Thomas Diewe, and of the &mily of his wife, 
the Moores of Odiham, Hants. The Grange is situated in a country 
not a little peculiar from its small enclosures, which gives to the whole 
landscape the appearance of numerous gardens, the largest field seldom 
exceeds fourteen or fifteen acres, and these are fenced in with strong 
dyked hedges, while the neighbouring avenues and approaches abound 
in Scotch and silver firs, many of them measuring in girth from six feet 
four inches to six feet ten, and some being of yet greater dimensions. 

We now come into HornsasAMBaiRE, by a route which, if studied 
upon the maps, will seem somewhat capriciously chosen, as indeed it is 
— and here we pause awhile at Staunton Haix. This mansion stands 
in Belvoir Vale, at the extreme end of the county, and in early times 
belonged to the Stauutons. Upon the fhilure of male descendants in 
that line, the marri^e of the heiress transferred the estate to the family 
of the Charltons, and the last surviving daughter of this union left it to 
her second cousin, Mrs. Elizabeth Ajipinshaw, on condition that she 
should assume the name and bear the aims of Staunton only. The 
mansion is large and handsome, while the neighbouring land is in many 
respects exceedingly valuable. 

Another reliqne of ancient times in this county is WiXBSCK Asset, 
originally founded in Henry the Second's reign, fbi Pnemonstratension 
canons. Like all other institutians of the same kbd, it passed into 
several hands at the dissolution, and in 1604, it was converted into a 
private residence, by Sir Charles Cavendish, a younger brother to Wil- 
liam, the first Eaj] of Dovonshiie. Upon his decease it was inherited by 
his son, the Duke of Newcastle, no less fiunous for his loyalty than for 
his horsemanship. Eventually it devolved by marriage to the Earl of 
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Oxford, from whom it passed to the Bentincks, bia sole somTing daugh- 
ter haying wedded nith one of that family. Some remain! of the Abbey 
may still be traced in the cellar-arches ; an old chapel also was doubt- 
less part of the original edifice ; and it ii sud the a^nlchral monu- 
ments have not been dettioyed, but are only hid from sight in some of 
the chambers by hangings and wainscot panels. 

There is a chapter in an old book of travels, the name of which we 
have foigotten, headed, "Btptilei — Of these there are none in this part 
of the world." Now this precisely is our case with Tregony Caatle, in 
Cornwall — there is no such place ; but then we have an advantage over 
the old traveller, inasmuch as his reptiles never did exist, whereas, 
Tbkooky Castle was actually once in being, though there are no longer 
any remtuns of it ; and we know from sufficient authority, that the pile 
was built by John, Earl of Cornwall, at the time Richard, the lion-hearted, 
was in Palestine, amusing himself with killing Saracens, and, if the ro- 
mancer of those days speak truth, with eadng them into the bargain. 
The Btoiy, though often told both in prose aud verse. It so good in its 
way, that we will venture to " scale it a little more." It seems that 
the doughty king, upon nearly recovering from a severe £t of illness in 
Palestine, conceived a great longing for pork, but this was a diflicnlt 
meat to come by, in a land where swine were held in special abhorrence. 
The royal cooks were sorely dismayed in consequence, as well knowing 
that their master was not likely to admit of any sudi excuse ; what he 
commanded must be done, possible or impossible, and woe betide the 
unlucky varlet, who should plead so poor a thing as reason in opposi- 
tion to his wishes — " if he did, he might die." In this dilemma, a crafty 
old Knight advised the head-cook to 

" Take a Saracen young and Ctt, 
In boEte let the thief be slain, 
Opened, and his skin off flayn ; 
And sodden full hastily 
With powder and with spcery, 
Aud with safflon of good colour." 

So said, so done, ^ia delicate dish, made exactly after the Kni^t's 
recipe, was placed before Richard, who fbnnd it so much to his taste, 
and ate so greedily of it, that the carver could not keep pace with him, 
gnawing the bones in a way that did more credit to his appetite than his 
manners. Therefore the Knight's plan had succeeded admirably ; but 
the next day, after a hard fight with the payntm, the king took a fancy 
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for taating the head of that tame pig, whoie fleah he hmd found ao re> 
liahing. 

" Qnod (mM) the cwA, that bead I M have. 

Then Mid the king, ao God me aave, 

Bat (uikv) I tec the bead of that awine, 

Fonooth thoa ahalt leaen thine." 

Finding there waa no help for it, the terrified cook produced the Sara- 
cen'a head, and Calling npon hi* kneea, made a piteona cry — 

" Lo, here the head I m; lord, mertj I ** 

Instead of heing wrath at the cheat pnt npon him, Richard inconti- 
nently hurat into a fit of langfater, and ronndly awore there waa no fear of 
atarring when Saracen flesh had ao much aavonr in it, and the bonea 
afforded anch aweet picking. From tix moment he aeema to hare made 
up hi* mind to eat hia way, as well at fight it, np to Ae walla of Jen- 
aalem. Craving the reader'a pardon tor this little digreasion, we return 
to the point Grom which we ttarted. 

Tregony Cattle was aituated at the lower end of the town of Tregony, 
a little below the hospital, and we learn &om ancient records that it atill 
existed in the reign of Edward the Sixth. The manor belonged at a 
very early period to the Pomeroya, and upon the extinction of their 
male line in the time of Elizabeth, it pasted with its heiress to the Pen- 
kevila, by the same sort of change that we hare seen in so many other 
instances. Daring the leign of Charles the First it again fell into a new 
line, being porchaaed by Hugh Boscawen, anceator of the Right Hon. 
Lord Falmonth, who is the present possessor. 

We now pass into SomitsnsHmE, where, it being necessary to con- 
fine ourselves to one or two objects amidst so many worthy of notice, 
we select Montacdtb House, or rather take it aa being the flrat that 
pretents ittelf to memory. This estate has for several centuries belonged 
to the Phelips, who, like so many others of our old fiimilies, carae 
over with WilUun the Conqueror, and obtained large grants of land 
ftom that able aoldier but unprincipled politician, for the oasiitance 
they afforded him in lubjugating the country. The original settlement 
of the Fbelips'a was in Walea, but in the foorteeuth century they migrated 
into Someraetthire, when they lived for many years at Barrington. The 
hall itaelf^ which is built entirely of a brown atone found on the estate, 
waa commenced in 15fiO, and aa bniltUng did not proceed in those days 
with the steam-like rapidity that characterisea modem timet, it was not 
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completed until 1601 ; but its lubstantitJneM when done, md the rich- 
nesa of the ornaments, made it a aplendid specimen of Elizabethan archi- 
tecture. Ita ootlinea present the form of the Roman letter E, in com- 
pliment no doubt to Elizabeth, for Sir Edward FHelipi, by whom it was 
raised, had the good fortune to be a Queen's seijeant, a position which 
of course did not diminith his loyalty to his maiden mistress. The 
eastern or pTindpal front of this immense pile is one hundred and seventy 
feet long, the wipga are twenty-eight feet in width, and the whole is as 
rich as hamaa art could make it, with mnllions, battlements, and all the 
multiplied creations of the Gothic fancy, or rather of the eastern, for 
there can, we inspect, be little doubt now-a.days of the Persian oripn of 
the so-called Gothic architecture. But if the Se^eant loved shew, he 
alao exe*^ed hospitality upon a scale of no less magnificence, and various 
inscriptions in different parts of the hnQding give ample testimony to 
this feeling. Over the principal door we read, 

" Throngh this wide-opening gate 
Ncoe ewne too eariy, none return too late." 

Over the north porch the weary traveller is met by this pithy and 
^gnificant invitation — 

" And jonr*, my flieDd." 

And on one of the lodges he will £nd himself greeted by an old saw, 
no leas expressive of the owner' hospitable spiril-— 
" Welcome the coming, 
Speed the parting guest." 

The ancient manor of Alfoxtok, also in Somersetshire, need not detain 
u* long. It would he a waste of time to detail the many owners who 
possessed it in succession up to the reign of Henry the Fifth, when it 
was so^d to Richard Popham of Porlock. His gruid-daughter, Joan, 
was twice married, and having a son by either husband, the fortunate 
widow — for she iurrived them both — gave a rare instance of maternal 
prudence and a&bctioa in dividing her property between the sons of 
her two marriages, and thus preventing all dispntei. Alfoxtoa she be- 
queathed to the o&piing of her second nuptials, and it is now possessed 
by her lineal descendant, Laholst Bt. Albtk, Esq. 

Tliree places in NoBrHAHpTOKBHTBE next demand our attention — 
BoOKiKGHAif Gastls, Bdbqhiat Hodsx, and Dzlapbk. 

In the time of the Conqueror, Rockingham Castle, according to 
Domesday Book, waa a mere waste ; in the reign of Edward the Elrit it 
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bad become a foreit thirty milei long and eight milea broad ; in the 
preient day it ie one of the nobleit woodland* of the kingdom, and 
compriaet about eleven tbonaand acres. The Cattle itself was biult by 
William the First, and continued to be a freqoent place of residence 
with our early kings, probably from the security of its pontion, tor it 
stands in the forest upon the top of a hill, the declivity of which is 
occnjned by Ibe town. Originally it had a large and strong keep with 
double embattled walls and numerous towers, though even when Leland 
described them they were i^iidly falling into decay. During the civil 
wars, the Castle was garrisoned for the King agiunst the Parliament- 
arians, but like its defenders, suffered not a little in the royal service. 
There, too, it was that William Rufiu held counul with all the Bishops 
and Abbots of England, how to end the misandentanding between 
himself and Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury ; and many other 
hiktorical recollections belong to this interesting edifice. After having 
long served for the abode of kings, it devolved to the Earls of Albemarle, 
with whom it remained till the time of Henry the Eighth, when it became, 
and has since continued to be, the principal seat of the Watsons. In 
1644, this last-named family was ennobled in the person of Sir Lewis 
Watson, who was made Baron Rockingham, of Rockingham Casde, toi 
services rendered to Charles during the great civil war. In the idgn of 
Oeorge the First, the Watsons advanced yet another step in the British 
peerage, the representative of the house in tiiat day being created 
Viscount Sondes and Earl of Rockingham, 

Bdbobley House is about a mile from Stamford. It was built by tbe 
celebrated Lord Burleigh, on the site of a minster called Borghe, and is 
a brilliant specimen of the Elizabethan style of architecture, in which 
the general plan whs after the Gothic sebool as it prevailed in the reign of 
Henry the Eighth, while tbe ornamental parts were borrowed from Italy, 
according to a taste which had then newly arisen. So far as magnitude 
in the whole mass, and « profuse minuteness in the decorations can make 
any place worthy of notice, Bnrgbley Honse in the highest degree 
deserves attention. The principal front, which looks to the north, is 
nearly two hundred feet in extent ; at each comer are turrets surmounted 
by octangular cnpolas, and terminated by vanes ; a parapet goes round 
tiie whole building in a scries of open work, consisting of arches sup- 
ported by balnstrades with obelisks, interspersed with the armorial 
enrigns of the bmily ; and the ascent to the porch, which opens to the 
hall, is by nine semidrcular steps, The court measures one hundred and 
ten feet by seventy Gset, crossed by paved walks, that divide it into four 
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grasG-plata. To the genuine ftndquary, however, the most interesting 
puts are the glimpses of the old minster, which iiliew themselrei in 
diven &BgmentB in tiie hall, chapel, and kitchen, upon the eastern side 
of the edifice. 

Delafbb Abbzt, the last of our Korlliamptonsbire triad, was in its 
origin a honae of Clnniso nuns, called the Abbey de Pnttis, or, De la Pre, 
and vas founded hj an Earl of Northampton in the reign of King Stephen. 
At the dissolution, the lost Abbess, who had governed her Sock for thirtf 
years, Ibund interest enough to obtain a royal charter for the continuance of 
her convent But the old lady seems to have got a hint &om some friend 
at court, that although she had thus the &vour granted to her, yet as the 
raah orator said to bis friends iu Goiiolanns, " it was a power she had no 
power to do," accordingly she resigned her trust into the hands of Dr. 
Landon, the royal commisuoner, greatly to the SBtisfBotion of Henry, who 
grasping at the prize, pronounced the abbess to be " a gudde agyd woman," 
and ber house to be " in a gudde state." What was of more importance 
he rewarded this prudent subserrice to his wishes, by bestowing upon her a 
pennon t^ forty pounds per annum. 

In the thirty-fborth year of his reign, Henry resigned the spoil he had 
thus obtained, and granted the site of the mooastsry, with certain demesne 
lands, to John Mershe. In the reign of Elizabeth we find this property 
held by the Talee, from whom it passed by nmrriage to the fkmily of 
Clarke of Hardingstone : and afterwards it come to the Bouveiies, in which 
fiunily it still remains. 

The ooutse of our narrative — or, we should rather say the c^rice of 
&nc7— now leads na to the county of DnsHAif, of which Riby Gastub 
fotitts 80 important a ftoture. Some parts of this edifioe manifbstly 
belong to the Anglo-Saxon times, but the chief portion was built by John 
de Neville, 1379, he having obtained a liceose for that purpose from the 
then Bishop of Durham. It ocoupiee s rising ground, its foundatdoa 
being upon a rock, and is surrounded by an embattled wall, which contains 
within its drcumierence about two acres. There is an entrance on (he 
north through a gateway defended by two square towers ; a second on the 
vest, the arch of which is groined, and has a gate with portcullis at each 
end ; and a third has been made in a more modem style, leading to 
the hall. At irregular intervals are strong bulwarks, which hare 
been named, after their respective founders, the Clifford and Bulmer 
towers. The kitchen, from its ample size and curious anangemente, shews 
that the stout barons took uo less heed to their stomachs than to their 
defences, and hod ss much relish for the good things of life as any modem 
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atixea. It is thirty feet square, and besides having tivs windows is lighted 
from the centre of (he arched roof, while a gallerf nina round the whole 
interior. Three chimneys seire for vents to as inanj furnaces, and tLe 
meats prepared upon this enormous scale were conveyed to the bauqnettjng 
room by narrow passages cat out in the massive walls. The grounds 
correspond in extent and beauty with the fine old caatle, the whole bring 
worthy of the powerful Nevilles, to whom it belonged, till forfeited by 
Charles, the last Ear), for joining the northern rebellion againat Elizabeth. 
Her Boccesaor, King James, consigned the estate to certain XA>ndoti 
citizens for sale, and from them it was bought by Sir Henry Vaiie^ whose 
descendant in the reign of George the Second was created Viscount 
Qamani and Earl of Darlington by letters patent. In his Lordship's re- 
presentative Hehby, Duke of Clevbi>nd, K.O., Raby Castle now vests. 

Ldklkt Castle, though with fewer historical recollections cleaving to 
it, is yet too picturesque, iVom its situation, not to arrest the attention of 
the passing traveller. Towards the east it hangs on the brow of a hill, 
overlooking a deep, well wooded valley, and being separated from the 
sheer descent only by a curtain between the castle walls and the edge of 
the precipice, below which runs the little river Beck, on its way to the 
Wear. Above this defence the edifice rises to the bei^t of three stories, 
having mullioned windows strongly barred with iron. The centra is hero 
Ibrmed by a stately entrance tower, with macbioolated gallery, flanked 
by turrets. But indeed the whole of this front has undergone little, if 
any, alteration from the lime when it was first raised in Edward the First's 
reign, by Sir Robert Lumley, or perhaps when it was enlarged by his son. 
Sir Harmaduke. On the west side, at the base of the eminence, flows the 
Wear, and continues its course towards the south, where the front pre- 
sents a more modem aspect. Thero also— on thft west, that is — the 
principal gateway is seen, the entrance to which is by a double flight of 
steps, leading to a platform that fills the entire apace betneen the towers. 
The prospect from this side is eminently beautiful. It is now the SMt of 
John Lumley Savile, Earl of Scarborough, 

The pleasure which the traveller derives from our next county, Staf- 
POBDSHiBB, will arise less from these romaina so delightful tothe antiqua- 
rian, than from modem elegance and modem associations. With all our 
love for the olden tintes, we aro not so batted as to suppose that genius 
or desert are like the shield of Martin Scriblerus, that d^nerated into a 
mere pol>-lid, when the ancient Eemgo was scoured off it, but can panse 
^ih as much pleasure before the walls of Trekthav Hall, however 
modem, as before some grey-headed castle, that dates from the time of 
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the Conqueror. As a building, it bonvwB nothing from the times gan« 
hy, having been erected little more than a centuiy, and even since then 
it baa anddrgone considerable changes and improvements by the &tst 
Marquess of Stafford, from designs by Holland. The estate takes ita 
name from the beautiful river, which winds through the park, and has 
SO often been celebrated botli in song and stoiy. 

It ia not often that the old ruin and the more recent mansion remain, 
like the great grandfather of aome family and hia inlant descendant in the 
third d^ree, to mark the contrast between the past and preseut Gene- 
rally speaking the new building occupies the complete site of the old one 
that haa been awept away, or at beat it retaina a few fragments mixed u^— 
awkardly enough — with its modem Ughtneaa. Alton Abbey is one of the 
ezoeptions to this remark. The niina of the castle still remam standing 
npon an almoat perpendicular rock, the walla being of pro^gious thicknesa 
and extent. At the foot of this precipice, in a lovely valley, flows the 
little river Gbumet, and adds not a little to the beauty of the scene as it 
winda ita quiet way through the greeu herbage. The precise time when 
the castle was first bnilt oan no longer be aacertaiued, but it ia anppoeed to 
have been aeon after the Conquest, the presumed dat» of ao many similar 
erections. In aucoeasion it has belonged to the Verdoni, the Fumivals, 
and to the illustrious Sir John Talbot, the victor in forty battles, and who 
waa moat worthily creatfd Earl of Shrewsbury. His death too was as 
glorious Bs his life, for he waa killed by a cannon ball at Chastillon but 
Dordon, in 1453, And what better end could a soldier wish fort surelji 
to live into a drivelling dotage, like the great Marlborough, or even to 
pasa away by lingering disease, going out like the snuff of a wasted candle, 
is a Bony catastrophe for a hero ; the very bathos of life's tragedy, when 
ila previous scenes hava possaosed the nobleet and deepest interest. 

The modern mansion, which has inherited tha ancient name, ia a 
aplmdid building though aomewhat irr^^lar in form, and ia placed 
amidst grounds of considerable extent and beanly in themselves, rendered 
yet more interesting by the surrounding laniac^ie. In architeotiual 
beauty, andgrandwr ofdeeign, Alton Towers iaaworthy memorial of the 
taate and princely munificence of the present Earl of Shrewsbury, the lineal 
descendant and representative of the renowned Talbot. 

EsxT has been called, and with much reason, the garden of Ei^land ; 
but this applies only to ita picturesque hop-grounds, ita fertile com-fielda, 
and its abnndant orchards, for in oomparison with some other oounties 
it can hardly be termed the garden of antiquariea. Of the dry antiquarian 
fruit it produces, we have cnlled three specimens, Eholb Park, Lkzds 
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CisTUt, and Msukwobth, each of them in a greater or leea degree de- 
aerving notice. 

Emole itself etaiide in a. beaatil'ul pArk, a short distance from Seven 
Oaks, and &om the time of the Conquest, has been set down among the 
remarkable places of Ki^land, partlj from its natural beauties, but still 
more from the assodatJons belonging tc it. After having been posseaaed 
by many illnstrioua ^milies in aucceaeion, it was purchased by Thomas 
Bonrchier, Archbishop of Canterbury, who rebuilt the house, enclosed the 
park, and at his death In 1480, left it to hia latA see for ever — ^fbr ever 1 
a phrsae that ia constantly recurring in testament after testament, aa if it 
were possible for a few moulderii^; bones to dictate from the grave an 
eternal pathway to the feet that are trampling on them. Surely the litlle 
real influence that any individual exercises even in life, upon the great mass, 
might convince men how small a chance they stand of ruling the woHd 
when they are dead. And so it tamed out in the present instance. By the 
time Cnmmer had succeejed to the Archbishophck, the boe of things had 
altered greatly for the worse as rt^arded the interests t^ the Church. 
Henry the Ei^th had diacovsred that it would be very convenient 
to get poBseeuon of the Church-property, in the porsoit <tf which 
laudable and honeet acheme he raised such a etorm about the ears 
of the prieats, that Cranmer, prudent man as he vaa, deemed it beat 
to do as the seaman does when in the tempest he flings a part ot his 
cargo overboard that he may save the remainder. In this wise mood he 
resigned Knole to the crown, in whose possession it remained till Edward 
the Sixth granted it to John Dudley, Earl of Warwick, afterwards created 
Duke of Nortbumberland. Every one must reoollect how this unfortunate 
nobleman supported the claims of Lady Jane Grey to the throne 
in opposition to queen Uary, and being defeated, lost both estate and life. 
It thus, upon bis attainture, devolved to the Queen, who gave it to Cardinal 
Pole, but when the latter died it once more reverted to the crown. Eli- 
zabeth having succeeded to the tbrone, made a grant of this estate to Sir 
Kobert Dndley, afterwards Earl of Leicester, in which character, vrith 
little to recommend him, be has obtained a conspicuous place in English 
histoiy. In a few years, however, he rendered it up to her again, where- 
upon ahe gave it to Thomas Saokville, Esq., who was subsequently created 
Earl of Dorset. In all probability he owed this especial grace to hia 
having int«rn^fTled with the Boleyns, and thua becoming related to the 
royal &mily, though for the most part the maiden Queen was no great 
friend to the mitrimoniol ceremony amongst hor courtiers ; she seemed 
in genera] to look upon it as sort of treason committed t^ptinat bet 
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sovereigii beauty, and if the law provided no sofflcient punishment for the 
offence, she was t^ea well disposed to supply such deiicieiicy by an ample 
exercise of the royal pren^tive. 

Many detached fragments of the olden times may be found in this 
mansion, illostratiTe of the manners and habits of oar forefathers. In 
the chimney of the great hall is a very curioos pair of ancient dogs, a 
rude sort of grate made of two cross bars of irona, such as even now may 
be seen in eome veiy old form-honses, except that ia this case the d(^ are 
remarkable for their elaborate workmanship. In the same part of the 
building a dais, or raised floor, lor the host and his superior guests, ia 
Btiil to be Been, as also the long tables originally constructed for the game 
of ehnffleboard. The windows, too, of this hall, yet retain their old 
stained glass, adding not a little to what we may perhaps be allowed to 
call the cheerful ^oom of antiquity. The epithet does indeed seem to 
imply a oontradiction ; but, as ancient Pistol says of the word accommodate, 
" it is an exceeding good phrase," aud will serve to convey our meaning, 
better peibaps than a phrase of more scrupulous correctness. 

Enole at present belongs to iSaiy, Countess Amherst, eldest daughter 
and co-heirees of the third Duke of Dorset. 

Leeds darLa is a plaoe, in some respects, of yet deeper interest. It 
is about five miles from Maidstone, and is bounded by a moat coverii^ 
nearly three acres of ground, while within its waUs is as much more. As 
opposed to the nulitaiy skill of the feudal age it must have been well 
nigh impregnable. Three causeways afford a narrow and defeuaible access 
from the north, south-west, and south-east, leading to the ontworks of a 
gateway, which, judging from what remains, was fortified with ununual 
skill. These outworks were most probi^ly erected by Edward the First, 
and contain within their round the castle-mill. So late only as 1833 there 
existed two square towers on the right of the base court, the northemmost 
of which bad at one time a communication with the moat, protected by a 
portcullis, but in that year they were pulled down. The whole &bric, as 
it now stands, shews clearly enough by its various styles that it has been 
the work of different ages, even if we did not know that such were the 
&ct, both from chronicle and tradition. The original castle was raised by 
Robert do Crevequer, who obtained the manor from William Rufiie ; but 
after the usual fashion of those turbulent times it was ere long forfeited 
and granted away, in what, from its frequent recurrence, may be called 
the r^ular order of things, Edward the First, who was an able soldier, 
soon perceived the strength of the fortress, aud grew so jealous of it, that 
the poasesaor, William de Leybon:e, considered it advisable to surrender 
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bis Btrongfaold to the crows befbro it wra taken from him, snd jMilufis 
vitlk worse consequences. By Edward the Second, this nJuoble poasession 
was again alienated from tbe crown, be having given it to his fsTooiite, 
Lord Badlesroere, who repaid this and other benefits by Joining tin Earl 
of LancAster in bia attempt to pat d'wn Piers GarestoD. If anythii^ 
could have rendered rebellion yet more odious in the King's eyes it would 
have been eucfa an object, for, as was earnestly understood, he valued this 
new fovourite more perhaps than the crown itself. But other grounds of 
pTDvocatioD were not long wanting, snd these wera afforded by I^y 
Badltismere, who seems to have been filled with the same disloyal spirit 
as her husband. While tbe latter was absent with the other barons 
engaged agaiost Hugh de Spenser, it so ohsDoed that Queen Isabel coming 
that way demanded hospitality at Leeds Castle for the night. The demand 
was not only refused, but several of the royal servants were killed in the 
attempt to foroe en entrance. Enraged at this affront offered to his 
consort, and reflectively jto himself, Edward besieged the oaatle, and 
gaining possession of it after a severe atruggle, he hanged the oastellan, 
and committed Lady Badleeraere with her family to the Toner. The 
next year Lord Bodlesmere shared the same faie as his ossteUan, but 
with some improvements, for sAer being hanged at Blean, near Canterbury, 
his head vras cat off and fixed upon Burgate in that city. 

The castle, which had sustained much damage from the siege, was re- 
paired and considerably improved by William de Wykeham, who was 
constituted by Edward the Third, chief warden sad surveyor, with ftiil 
powers for that purpose. In the reign of Henry tbe Fifth, the castle 
attained yet greater notoriety from being the plaoe where that monarch 
imprisoned his mother in-law, Joan of Navarre, for her tiaitotouB attempt 
against bia life. There, too, the Duchess of Gloucester underwent ber 
trial for sorcery and witchcraft. At a later period Edward the Sixth 
granted the fee simple of it to Sir Anthony St. Leger, and then after 
having in the usual way with such mansions, passed it from one fiunily to 
another, it came at length, as a bequestfrom his unde, Robert Lord Fair- 
Ikx, to the Rev. Denny Martin, D.D. and is now pcnsessed by Cbaslmb 
Wykehah Mabtih, Esq., M.P. 

The oldest part of the castle, as it appears at present, is the cellan, erected 
probably in the time of Heniy tbe Third. At one period there was a Nor- 
man entrance to them, formed by a plain aemicircolar work of Caen stone, 
but which was oovered up in 1833, when tbe soutbemmost of the two 
great divisions of the c&stle was pulled dowa and rebuilt. A draw-bridge 
originally supplied the means of communicalion boLween tbe old costie 
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and tliis p>rt of die building ; but it vna long ago r^lac«d by timben 
fixed and floored, which at the time of the alterattoni just mentioned, 
were in their turn taken away, and a atoue bridge of two arches substituted 
in dieir place. Some puts of the building date unqaestiomkblj from the 
reign of Edward the First, others from that of £wiward the Third, and a 
'eiy great pordoo was built by Sir H. Guldefiird, in the reign of Henry 
Uie Eighth. Since 18QS, many alterations have been made, which must 
be considered as allowable improvements, the old building having so 
materially loat its distinctive character that the changes have been rather 
wrought upon a modem than an ancient &brio. After all ita mutationa 
the whole prearata an appearance which may be fiurly styled both noble 
and imposing. 

The last place that need detais us in Kent is Mirbworth Castle, 
about seven miles from Maidstone, an el^ant manaion erected by the 
eeventh Earl of Westmoreland. It stands upon a gentle eminence, occupy- 
ing the Git« of an ancient castle, which had belonged to the Lords Aber^ 
venny. In the ground below, a little stream winds ita course to join the 
Hedw^, amidst alage& and undulations that are h^^hly cultivated on all 
sides. 

At an early period Merewortb gave name to the bmily possessing it, 
for in Edward the Third's reign, we find mention made of John de Mere, 
worth, sheriff of Kent, and it remained in his line for two centuries, when 
it fell to Malmaioes, Bohnns, and Bambres, who raised a new castle. 
From the Earls of Arundel the estate passed to the Lords Abergavenny 
and Despencer, and afterwards devolved with the title of Despencei to the 
first Earl of Westmorland. Upon the death of the seventh Earl in 1763 
without iasne, he was succeeded by hia nephew. Sir Francis Dashwood, 
Bart., both in the estate and title of Despencer, which are now the in- 
heritance of the Bight Hon. Babohess Le Desi>1!;scer. 

It is seldom that the antiquarian traveller allows hia course to be ar- 
rested by modem buildings, any more thun the epicure would pause ia a 
well-filled wine-cellar upon a pipe of new wine, when so many others ctf 
older vintage were demanding his attention. But Shotoveb Eodsb, in 
Oxfordshire, the handsome residence of Q. Y. Drury, Esq., (the ro- 
presentative of the fitmous and historic family of Drury) has too many 
recollections attached t« the site for it to be passed over without 
mention. It is not so very long ago that Shotover was the residenoo of 
Mickle, the elegant translator of the Lusiad, and the neighbourhood can 
hardly be regarded with indifEeieoce when we know that it was a &vourite 
haunt vrith ITiltoD 
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About two milee from Banbury, and aiao in Oxferdshire, we come nfton 
BsouoHTOH Cabtls, which in its wholeness, afibrda a striking example 
of the almoet ra^ magmficence of the feudal baronB. An old tower 
forms the entrance to the court, and the outer gate is still perfect, but there 
are no traces of the portcullis. There would appear also from the re- 
maining staples tn haTe been two other gatee. The most ancient part of 
the building is the eastern side, at the south-east angle of which is a small 
tower with loopholes for the disdiarga al arrows. The hall is of large 
dimensiotis, the paas^fee are curiously ari^ed, and the present dining.room 
has likewise a roof of aiched stone. Beyond is a stcurcase of the same 
material, leading to what was ooee the chapel, with very andent arms npon 
the window, but it is now used for a dreeaing-rooin. The eastern-side is 
supposed to have been boilt by the Brou^tons, in the reign of one of 
the early Edwards ; the north front was erected by the Fiennes' in the 
year 1S14. A IntMui and deep moot, which is crossed by a stone bridge of 
two nrdiee, BarroaDds the whole. 

The manor of Broo^ton formerly belonged to the lamily of that name. 
It then became the property of the Wykehama, bom whom it passed to 
Sir William Fiennee, Lord Saye and Sele, upon hia marriage with Mar- 
garet, the daughter and heiress of Sir William Wykaham, and is now poa- 
seseed by the Bd^t Htm. Frederick Twialeton Wykeham f^ennes, 
thirteenth Lord Saye and Srie. 

A short atep in our present mode of travdlii^ will bring us to Helmiho- 
HUi Hall, in Suffolk, the splendid seat of John ToUemache, Esq., M.P. 
The building, which is wholly of brick, bears undeniable marks of bslonging 
to the lime of Henry the Eighth, when the embattled mansion had suc- 
ceeded to the baronial castle. It is a qmtdnmgle with a teiraoe and moat 
Borroondittg it, and stands in the midst of a park of about fbnr hundred 
ftcree in extent, well stocked with deer, many of them remaritable for 
their size, and abonnding with noble oaka which have long been celebmled 
as the finest in the county. To the credit of its socceseive owners, very 
few iimoTations have been made npon the old mansion ; by an annual 
Stretch of forbearance, or by a kindly regard for other times, it has been 
allowed to retain the greater part of its aneient chantcteristics— its large 
bay windows, its embattled panqtets, its gables terminated with richly 
wrought finials, and its chimn^ ornamented with reticulated and in- 
dented mooldinga. Once indeed some unlucky friend of improvement, 
who was no doubt shocked at the appearance of vulgar brick, covered the 
building with composition in order to make it look like etone ; but this 
un agunst good taste was afterwards removed by the better judgment of 
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one of hifi Buccessors. Things irore once again restored to their pristiDd 
state, snd we are told that even now the draw-bridges on the east and south 
fronts oontiuue to be raised eveiy night as the^ used to bo in the olden 
time. Much care has been taken to attract the wild fowls to the place so 
peculiarlj fitted to their habits, and, as they are never disturbed, the moat 
as well aa a small lake in the park is always crowded with them. 

From its earlieet erection this Hall belonged to the Tollemaches, wba 
long before the Norman Conquest possessed lands at Bentley in the same 
conn^, where, UU very lately, this inscription might be seen in the old 
manor-house : — 

" When William the Conquerw reign'd with great &me, 
Bentley was my aeat, and ToUemoche was my name." 

Bight pious folks too were these gallant Tellemaohee, and so held wh«i 
snch a repute was not to be got by prayers and fastings alone, but must be 
purchased by devont largesses of land and gold to tho church, which, it 
must be confessed, for the most part turned the popular bounty to ercellent 
uses. Many a fair acre of glebe and pasture did the TollemacheB bestow 
on convent and monastery, whose inmatos in requital prayed for their 
bene&ctors and fed the poor from their superabundance, tilt that royal 
plunderer, Henry the Eighth, appropriated to himself, with aa little law as 
reason, all the church property in the kingdom. The fiunily, however, had 
the less reason to complain of this royal intermieaion with their charities, 
as they tJiemselves must soon afterwards have embraced the new faith, 
for we find Sir Lionel, the then head of the house, in high favour with 
Elizabeth, who was not likely to have shewn any particular grace to a 
Galholio. On one occasion, in 1851, the maiden Quemi honoured 
him with a vint for five days, during which time ehe stood godmother to 
his son, and gave his mother a lute, slill preserved as an heir-loom among 
the family reliques and cuiiosities. A descendant of this fortmiate gentle- 
man married the h^ress of the first Earl of Dysart, a title derived from 
the royal borough of that name in Fifeshire. Upon the decease of the 
last Earl without a child, the title devolved upon his sister, Lady 
Lotnsa Manners, the widow of John, eldest son of Lord William Manners, 
who in process of dme was created Lord Huntingtower. 

In the same county we should notice, although it must be briefly, 
the fine old seat of Flixton Hatj., a handsome building erected in 1616, 
from a design by Sir Inigo Jonee. It is now the property of Sir 
Robert Shafto Adair, Bart., having beeu pun^iased from the Wybuni 
family by William Adair, Esq. 
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Id L^ncaahire ve shall name only TBArrosD Hall, o^ as it ib aonw- 
times called, Trafford House, wbidb stands in the fnrk of the aama mrne. 
watered bj the Irwell. The ori^nal bnilding has for the moat ptA' dia- 
appeared ; what still remains of it, oompooed of brick gables, is attached 
to the modeni mansion, a handsome stzucture of free-etoue, irith a semi- 
circular front dinded bf columns. It is the residence of the Tiafibrda, 
ibe deecendanta of the ancient Lords of Breton and Stretkrd. 

SoLOUf , in Berkshire, deaerres perhaps more notice than the neoeaaary 
coociseiiesB of this hasty survey will permit us to bestow upon anj place 
that is not paiticularly remarkable from its connectioD with the olden 
time. It lies six miles from Reading, between the Bath and Wallingfotd 
roads. At a very early period it was ia the fiunily of St. PhiUbert, from 
whom it passed to the Carews, next to their repreaentatives, the Iwarbys 
and St. Johns, and finally to the fiunily of the Wilders, who are its present 
Dwnen. 

Belbtib Pabk, in Essex, is a noble estate, nearly threejniles in circum- 
ference, lying in a valley. It belongs to the parish of Aveley, and 
abounds in fine old oaks as well as many other fbreet trees, the beauty 
of the landscape being greatly heightened by a magnificent sheet of water. 
These grounds were first enclosed by Edward Barrett, who was knighted 
by James the First, and obtained a charter of free warren for his manor, 
a valuable privil^ie in those days, as it gave him a right to exclude any 
one from entering in pursuit of game, whatever might be his rank. In 
remote timea the manor belonged to Sir Thomaa Belbus, KnL, but partly 
by marriage, and partly by purchase, it came into the possession of the 
Barretts. The mansion was rebuilt at an early part of Henry the Eighth's 
reign by John Barrett, an eminent civilian, but was afterwards greatly 
improved by Thomas Barrett Leonard, Lord Dacre, who carefully pre- 
aerred the original Tudor style of architecture in his alterations ; and this 
is the building which we see in the present day. 

Inclination would carry us to the lovely land of H^efbrd, rich in anti- 
quities and historic iinmilies, but space deters us from entering on so prolific 
afield— Hampton CoTiit, Wigmore, Erdisley, Bodenham, Treago, Goodrich 
Castle, all rise on our memory. Many goodly mansions, too, of modem 
erecdon, ornament this celebrated county; one in exquisite taste has 
just been finished, PnDLEBTOH Court, near Leominster, the seat of 
Eliaa Chadwick, Esq., late of Swinton Hall, Lancashire. 

The ViKE, in HAnrsHtBi;, about three miles from Basingstoke, ia de- 
scribed by Lelaud, in his quaint language, as being one of the principal 
bouses in goodly building of all Hiimpiihire. It originally belonged to 



dbyGoot^Ic 



dbyGoo<^le 



dbyGoo<^le 



dbyGoo<^le 



dbyGoo<^le 



A eAmbu TBwnroB ths airouiH codktus. zxvii 

the ftmily of the Sandys', who were fint ennobled in the time of Benry 
the Eighth. Prom them it descended in 1754 to Joint Chutb, Esq., the 
friend of Oiay and Walpole, and it is now the property of William 
L. W. Chnte, Esq., of Norfolk. The mansion was erected, in the 
reign of Henry the Eighth, by Lord Sandys, though it has since lost 
much of its Gothic chancier by rarions alterations, which, however, have 
added to its convenience as a dwelling-house. It stands in a soil of deep 
clay, abounding in wood, which extends northward over the boundary 
line of Berkshire, and if approached from Basingstoke, the traveller can- 
not Cul to be surprised at the sudden change from the open, chalky downs 
to llie miry vale below. 

The tnmsition from Hampshire to Surrey would scarcely ofiend the 
nicest sticklers for the dramatic unities ; the traveller may be in the one 
eoun^ before he has any notion that he has got out of the other ; and 
when here the first thing to atbact his attention will be Clarehont Pahk, 
to which recent events have lent so pain^ an interest. The history of 
this place is shortly told. Sir John Vsnbrugh, the&rchitect of Blenhetm, 
bought some land here, upon which he built a low brick house for his 
own residence, choosing for its site precisely such a spot as would have 
been selected by his Dutch ancestors, so notorious for planting their 
houses amidst dykes and marshes. Avoiding with the greatest care any 
of the near rising grounds, that would have tempted ordinary men, he 
pitched his tent upon a low flat area, whence it was impossible to get the 
slightest prospect. He soon however grew tired of his own work, whicli 
will probably to most people seem less strange than that be sbould hav« 
found a purchaser for so uninviting a retreat ; yet so Jt was : Thomas 
Holies Felham, then Earl of Clare, and who in 171S was advanced to the 
dignity of Duke of Newcastle, took the estate off his hands. But the 
new owner had a singular passion for improving, and like the famous 
capability Brown, as he iras called, woald seem to have been never so 
happy as when by the magic of his own taste he was creatiag beauty from 
deformity. Setting to work with a good-wilt and courage that may 
be almost termed chivalrous, considering the very unpromising materials 
he had to deal with, be soon effected such changes as must have made 
the place scarcely recognizable by the dull spirit that had first planned 
it. The low brick house was built into a mansion, the grounds were 
extended by further purchases, and a large portion of the adjoining heath 
was enclosed and added to the estate. As time had left no fhtgments, no 
ruined castle nor mouldering abbey, thenoble ownerdrewupon bis own 
fancy and llie modem trowel to supply the defect ; on a mount in the 
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pai^ he erected a building to rctemble a cutle, and u s caatle would 
obviously be nothing without & name, he rerened the ntnal order of 
things, by which men take their title* from their estates, and christened 
thenew fabric after himself, Clabe — mont. Upontua death it was bought 
by the celebtated Lord Clire, who found the whole a£^r much too 
small for the grand nolioDB he had brought with hjm from India. It was 
Oulliver in Lilliput. So forthwith he called in architects and masons, 
bricklayers and carpenter*, men with pick-axes to pull down, and men 
with trowel* to build up, and rtused such a dnat in the neighbourhood as 
perfectly blinded the eyes and ears of the natives, who had never been 
used to see things upon so lai^e a scale. But hi* builder was a man of 
some judgment ; he had none of Sir John Vanbrugh's passion for flats and 
marshes, but on the contrary chose an excellent site for the new bbric, 
commanding as good a prospect as the country aSbrded. The liberality 
of the employer kept pace with the iancieB of the architect; even the 
grounds were remodelled ; and upon the whole, it is said that upwards of 
a hundred dionsand pound* were expended in bringing these comprehen- 
aive labour* to a conclusion. When Lord Clive died, the property was 
bought by Lord Qalway, who sold it to the Earl of Tyreonnel, aikd he 
again parted with it to Charles Rose Ellis, Esq. From him it was finally 
bought by the government as a residence for the lamented Princess 
Charlotte, upon her marriage with Prince Leopold. 

B^TKAHDS, like the seat we have just been describing, owes whatever 
interest it may possess to the natural beauties of the locality, and to what, 
by comparison, must be called modem associadons. In the reign of 
Heniy the Sixth, the then owner of it, William Sydney, obtained a royal 
license for emparking it ; bat in after times it successively became the 
property of the Brays, and of Richard Evelyn the younger brother of 
John Evelyn, the celebrated author of the " Discourse on Forest Trees." 
He seems to have been deeply imbued with the fraternal taste for plant- 
ing, and though the soil of bis estate ia a cold sour clay, it must have 
been well adapted to the growth of oaks, for of these be raised a mul- 
titude, and with such success, that even in bis own life time they con- 
tained, taking one with another, full three quarters of a load of timber 
in a tree. Manning, in his " History of Surry," to whom we sie indebted 
for the leading facts of this record of Baynard, adds that "after his (Evelyn's) 
brother's death, they were all cat down and destroyed by the person 
who withheld the just possession of this estate ttom those to whom in 
honor and conscience it belonged." Since that time, however, he speaks 
of it as bemg at length disposed of, aud expresses his satisfhction " at 
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iU having &Ilen into the hands of the then possessor of it," For these 
details Manning lefers to John ETelyn's letter to Mr. Aubrey, prefixed 
to the first volume of Aubrey's Antiquitiea of Surry ; not a syllable, 
however, of the kind occurs in the edition of ITld, the letter mention- 
ing Baynards indeed, but very briefly, recording little more of it than that a 
pond was there of sixty acres, and that the soil was addicted to oaks, 
which attained an enormous size within fifty years only. Still, it is pos- 
sible some other edition may exist, in which this story is to be found, 
but we have seen none such, and the thing does not seem very likely. 
Upon the extinction of the male line of the Evelyns, Anne, the last of 
that name, married William Montague, the son of the Lord Chief Baron 
of the Exchequer, from whose heirs it was purchased by the first Lord 
Onslow, and has since become the property of the Ber. Thomas Thnrlow, 
nephew of Lord Chancellor Thurlow. 

Close to the river Thames, about a mile from Richmond — that lovely 
nmny>pot,8o correctly named" Sheen," or" the beautiful," by our Saxon 
fore&thera — stands Hah Hoube, a recent construction ; at least it is such 
when we arespeakingof the olden times of England. It was built in 1610 
as a residence for Henry, Prince of Wales, but underwent considerable 
slterations in the time of Charles the Second, when it was completely 
fuToished by the Duke and Duchess of Lauderdale. Here, too, was 
bom their grandson, John, Buke of Argyll, equally celebrated as a 
soldier and a statesman. The stranger who has never visited this seat, 
will easily form an idea of its internal magnificence when he is told that 
even the bellows and brushes in some of the rooms are made of solid 
sLlver, or of solid filagree. The gardens, from all appearance, have been 
little altered unce they were first formed, bearing all the marks of those 
times when the grand object was to supersede nature by art, or to make her 
look as little like herself as possible. Terrace above terrace slopes down 
to the river, enclosed by walls that are ornamented with a series of busts, 
continued to the principal &sade ; in front is a colossal statue of Father 
Thames, and all the walks are distinguished by a perfect symmetry, that 
it must be owned is tame and monotonous. Sir Walter Scott, in an 
Essay on Landscape Gardening, baa defended this artificial style with an 
eloquence and glow of fancy that may convince any one so long as he 
is under the infiuence of this arch-magician, who had the wonderful power 
of imparting his own brilliance to the least imaginative theme ; but once 
close the book, and, the spell being broken, formal walks, fraternal 
clumps of trees, and alleys made to match each other, will no longer be 
preferred to the simple and the natural, which chaiacteiise modem gar- 
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dening, even though vt should at tamei nm « little vild in the pnnuit 
of natnre. 

Fasnham Castle, alio in Si7RREt, occupies «n eminence on the north 
aide of Famluun, and is lupposed to have been erected in 1129, by Henry 
de Bloia, brother of King Stephen. During the rebellion of the barons 
against Henry the Thiid, it was seized by their aUy the French Danphht, 
and in the course of these civil broils got demolished by the royal party, 
but was soon rebuilt witb'a deep moat and donjon with the other usual ap- 
purtenances of a castellated building. In the great civil wac it had the 
singular fate of being governed at dilfereat intervals by two poets ; for 
religious &nUidam in those days, like the fear of invasion by republican 
France in our own times, made all men soldiers. Sir John Denham, having 
secured it for the king's party in 1642, was appointed governor of the 
place in requital for his good service. Then came Sir William Waller, 
the parliameDtarian general, who blew up the defences and took the 
fortress, when the command of it was (^ven by the parliament to Oeo^e 
Withers, another poet, and of a more quaint and original genius than the 
royalist bard. A few years afterwards the committee of Derby House 
ordered it to be rendered incapable of defence, imponog upon the county 
the expense of demolidon. The castle, in consequence, was neariy pulled 
to pieces, the glass, iron, lead, and timbers, that had gone to its con- 
■trucdon,bsingtakenby dia menand officers in port payment of tha arrears 
due to them. Next came the restoration of Charles ; the Cavaliers ob- 
tained once again the ascendancy, the church resumed ber rights, or what 
at all events she had long been taught to consider as such, and in this 
general return to the old state of things, FarDham Castle was given back 
to the see of Winchester. It was, however, in too dilapidated a condi- 
tion to serve, as it then was, for an episcopal residence, and Bishop Mor- 
ley, it is said, expended full eight thousand pounds upon these ruins, so 
that in a short time they again rose, phfeuix-like, stronger and more 
brilliant from their ashes, A considerable fragment of the oldest part 
of the castle still remains, and the entrance gate.<way deserves to be par- 
ticularly pointed out, aa retaining its ancient character. The foss has 
been either drained or allowed to become dry, and is planted with oaks. 
Internally the principal apartments underwent considerable alterations 
BO (a back as the time of Charles the Second, the contrasts between the 
styles of the different periods being too obvious to require any conunent. 
The present bishop, who mabes it his residence, has been at much ex- 
pense in improving both the mansion and the grounds belonging to it, 
but, with great tast« and judgment, while laying out new roads and walks 
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io tbe park, he htw left untouched a noble avenue of elms neaily thiee 
quartera of a mile long, which has not only in itself an imposing effect, 
but has a peculiar interest as a living specimen of times gone, or link aa 
it were between us and the past. It may indeed be questioned whether 
the gabled old oak, the growth of many ages, with decay at bis heart 
while putting forth hia green leaves, is not a more vivid remembrance of 
those that are gone tban abbey or castle ruin. 

Formerly, tbere were two parks attached to this estate, the one called 
the Old, or Great Park, the other, the New, or Little Park. The first of 
these, containing about one thousand acres, was disforested in the reign 
of Charles tbe Secon«t. The Little Park, consisting of about three- 
hundred acres, and adjoining the castle on tbe east side, still continues 
to he a woodland, which Is rendered yet more picturesque by the 
Lodden running through it, from its well-head in die neighbouring 
country. 

Two miles from OuUdford is LoseletHaxl, tbe last place that we shall 
mention in Surrey. It is a venerable pile, and large as it now is, beaia 
undeniable marks of having been at one time consideTably lai^r. In 
the reign of Henry the Eighth, it was purchased by Christopher More, 
Esq., and rem^ed in his family till 1689, when he died, leaving no 
nearer kin to claim the estate than three sisters. Of these, tbe two 
eldest died unmarried, and the youngest gave bet hand, and with it the 
property of Loseley House, to Sir Thomas Molyneux, of Sefton, in 
Lancashire. 

It would be useless, as well as tedious, to record the various hands 
through which the mansion baa passed since that time, or how one 
owner pulled down a turret, and another built up a chimney, according 
as whim or necessity might dictate ; but we cannot help lemarking upon 
the very great passion of the family for moral maxiois, which they in- 
scribed over window and portal, inside and outside, for the benefit of 
those who visited the place. Over the vestibule, fur instance, now 
tbe butler's pantry, were placed three stone figures, from whose contra- 
dictory mottoes the sagacious wayfarer was no doubt expected to draw 
an edifying conclusion. To the left was Fortune treading npon a globe 
and holding a wheel, on which wai written, Fortana omnia ; to tbe right 
wu Pate, grasping a celestial sphere, with tbe inscription, Non Fan, $«d 
Fatian ; and in the middle was a figure with one foot on a wheel, and tbe 
other on a globe, pointing to the p^e of an open volume, wherein was 
written, Non Fort, nee Fatum. In Mdition to this learned conundnun, 
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the traveller reads ovor the poich the follotring diatich, explanatory of 
who would, and who would not, be welcome. 

" TfiTiHp^ taDgeodi llbi IJwiina quUa fucuUai ; 
At titn, amice, patent, janua, menn, dtxnua." 

Within the veatibule, above the hall-door, the same idea was repeated 
in a clomsj hexameter : — 

** InvidiK dandor, pateo led lemper amico." 

Over the kitchen door — a very appropriate place for such a motto — 
waa an admonition to the Tisitor not to play the glutton : — 



Over the buttery waa a similar caution, agaiait ezeeia in the matter 
of the wine cup ; — 

" Biti, non ebrietatU" 

Over the parlour-door waa a significant hint, that the open-aeaame to 
fhe lock, wac a good chancier : — 



And in the cornice of the great drawing-room, waa a mulberry tree, 
having inicribed on one tide : — 

" Momi tarde morient," 
but on the other, — 

" Morum cito nuxitarum,** - 

which we need hardly aay ia a pun, and not a very cleyer one, upon the 
family name of More, 

The estate is now possessed by Jamea More Molyneiuc, Esq. 

Had we time, Derbyshire would tempt our wanderings — Derbyshire, 
with its ancient Castles of Caatleton and Codnor, with its time-honoured 
Halls of Haddon, Hardwich, South Winfidd, Radbome, and Elvaston, 
and its stately edifices of Wingerworth, Willetsley, Aston, Markeaton, 
and Calkk Abbet. The last named standa on the site of a Convent of 
Austin Friars, which was granted in 1547 by King Bdwaid VI.| to John, 
Earl of Warwick. Subsequently, it became the seat of Roger Wenaley, 
Esq., and eventually vested in the old and eminent fiunily of Harput of 
Swarkaton, by whose representative, Sm Johk Haupdb Cbewb, Bart, 
Calke Abbey is now possessed. 

But we at length begin to find ourselves in the condition of the tia- 
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Teller, who has loitered ao otlea and so long upon a pleuant road, that 
he is overtaken by night before he leachea hja appointed limiti. Nothing 
&en is left for him bnt to speed over the way which remains, regardless 
of mnch, that when he first set out in the morning, he had Mly tat- 
pected to enjoy. In like manner we mnst now hurry onr wanderings to 
■n end, concluding with three seats, from as many counties : namely, 
8tovi, WoBiJBH Abbey, and Beltoib Oastlb. 

The manor of Stowb, in Buckinghamahire, two miles and a half ftom 
the county capital, was originally posseeaed by &e abbot and convent 
of Oseney. On the dissolution of the monasteries, the prudent abbot, 
wbo then preuded over Stowe, managed to obtain a gift of it from 
Henry, and became the first bishop of Oxford. In 1S90, he resigned it 
to the crown, when it was granted to Thomas Compton, and another 
person, who. immediately conveyed it, no doubt for a consideration, to 
John Temple, Esq., of a family that orij^nally belonged to Sheepey, in 
Leicestershire, and afterwards to Burton Basset, in Warwickshire. 
From that time, the fiimily continued to increase in honours, rising 
rapidly from one step to another in the peerage, till the head of the 
house attained the dignity of Duke of Buckingham. 

The old house, erected by Peter Temple in the time of ElisabeA, WM 
pulled down and rebuilt by Sir Richard Temple, who died in 1097; 
but to this structure his son, Lord Cobham, added wings. Since t^Mi 
it has nndei^ne yet flirther improvements, and been bronght to the 
state of magnificence, in which we now see it, by the successive alteiv 
tions of Earl Temple, who died in 1779, tmd the first Haiquees of Book- 
ingham. As it now stands, the centre of the front preaenta a line of 
fonr hundred and fifty-four fbet, and with the wings included, extends 
to nine hundred and sixteen. The gardens occupy four hundred acres, 
offering at a distance tlie appeuance of an immense grove, with towers, 
columns, and obelisks, glittering out bom the de^ nuas of foliage. 
Nor does a neater view of these celebrated grounds at all disappoint the 
expectations that may have be«i raised by the remoter glimpses of it. 
AH that art could do to embellish nature, has here been done with much 
taste, and no r^ard to cost; grottoes, lakes, caverns, temples, and 
sculptures of all kinde, find a place in this fiury domain, which Wal- 
pole, no mean judge of such matters, describes as " sometimes recallmg 
Albano's landscapes to our mind ; and oftener to onr fimcy, the idola- 
trous and Inzorious vales of Daphne and Tempe." 

Wobubh Abbst, tlie seat of John Russell, Duke of Bedford, belonged 
in eariy times to a monastery of the Cistercian order, the abbot of 
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sxxtr ncnoDTrcnoH. 

Fotmtaina haring in 1146, persu&ded Hngh de Boledec, a powerihl 
baron, to this work of cliarity. So bx back ai 1547, the abbey, with ita 
revenue*, wai granted to John, Lord Riuiell, by Edward the Sixth, who 
soon afterwards created him Earl of Bedford. In this family the estate 
has lemained ever aince, though the building haa at Taiious times nnder- 
goue considerable alterations. Its present appearance may be chiefly 
attributed to the fifth Duke, by whom the principal front, which is of 
the Ionic order, and the whole of the offices, forming two noble yet 
plain buildings, were erected from designs by Holland. 

The park is extensiye, and surrounded by a wall nght feet in height, 
with detached pieces of water, fringed as it were, by grove and thicket 
The adjoining country is charactciised by many picturesque views, but 
to a philanthropist, the sight of the commodious farms, that meet the 
eye on every side, will be the most pleasing part of the landscape ; they 
Speak directly to the heart, of the comfort and prosperity of the inmates, 
while testifying that the landlord is equally wise and liberal in the treat- 
ment of his tenants. 

Beltoid, in Lelceitenhire, the last place that we shall have to speak 
of, is so called from overlooking a beantifril valley at the foot of the 
eminence on which it stands. In part, it has great clums to andquity, 
its foundations having been built by Robert de Todeni, a noble Notman, 
who was standard-bearer to William the Conqueror. After having con- 
tinued among his descendants for many years, the Caatle passed by 
marriage, in Henry the Third's reign, into the possession of Robert de 
Roos. From him again it devolved to the noble family of Manners, 
with whom it has remained ever since. 

In the wars of the white and red roses, this building was demolished 
by William, Lord Hastings, and continued in ruins till rebuilt by 
Thomas Manners, Lord Ross, whom Henry the Eighth created the 
first Earl of Rutland. The great dvil war between Charles and his 
Parliament, was scarcely less &tal to Belvoir than the earlier confiicts. 
Occasionally it was garrisoned by either party, and, as a natural result, 
from both it sufiered very considerable damage. With the return of 
quiet times upon the restoration, it was once more reptured ; and here 
the first Duke of Rutland mtuntained the old English hospitality, for 
many years before his death never coming at all to London. 

Various improvements have been made upon this magnificent pile by 
the present Duke, at an expense, it is said, of at least two hundred 
thousand pounds. On one occasion, his Orace entertained here the 
Prince Regent, when the ancient and well-nigh forgotten ceremony of 
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pretenting tbe keys of Staunton Tower wu levived, to do honout to 
the royal viiitant. The custom may be thus expluned. Staunton 
Tower ia an outwoilc, which in tzonbled times was the chief defence of 
Belvoir, and its command was entrusted to the family of that name, by 
tenure oj cattU-guaTd, a tenure imposing upon them the duty of iU 
defence in case of danger, or when summoned thereto by the lord of the 
castle. Hence, in the olden time, the tendering of the keys was an 
expieasive act of homage, acknowledging the authority of the lord 
paramount ; but in modem days, losing its original import, it has ceased 
to be anything more than a mere holyday pageant, which, like the giuits 
of Guildhall, excites an indefinite idea of something vmerable, from ths 
simple &ct of its being out of harmony with modern observances. 

So much by way of prologue or introduction ; and now, courteous 
reader, in the words of Henry the Eighth to Wolsey, but in a widely 
different ipirit, " to breakfkst with what appetite you may." 
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HISTORIC LANDS OF ENGLAND. 



I^oliliutt, to. dlnuMtn. 

To tbe BndqnaTy, the ChnBdan, and the lover of the pictureague, 
Sodbury presents ot^ects of peculiar interest. 

A Boman camp of great magnitude — the Manor House where Tyudale 
tronsUted the New Testament — the church in which he constantly 
preached — and scenery unrivalled in beauty, extent of prospect, and 
agriculturBl richness ; produce asBOcIationa, elsewhere rarely to be found. 

There are three places contiguous bearing this name : Old Sodbuiy, 
Chipping Sodbury, the market town, and little Sodbuiy, in which stands 
the Old Uanoi House. Windioombe Heniy Howard Hartley, Esq., is the 
present Lord of the Manor, and poeseeses ahout ibur thousand acres in 
the three parishes. 

Sodbury derires its name from the camp on the summit of the hill, 
meaning, literally, the South camp, in distinction to the camp called the 
Castles, at Horton, a mile northward, Buiy being the saxon for camp, 
and Sod generally used for South. This seems to he one of the encamp- 
ments that Tacitna mentdons,* formed by the Propnetor, P. Ostorious, tc 
protect this aide of the Severn from the incursions of the Silures, or 
Welch, and the camp occupies a most commanding position. The only 
entrance to it is on the east, between two ditches, and two aggera, or 
mounds, that surround it on three sides, but on the west it has but one 

* Tadttu, lib. IS, Mct. 31 Mid 3!. 
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ditch, and one agger, the ground there being so eteep as to have been 
deemed inaccesBible. The length from north to south is about nine hun- 
dred feet, its breadth three hundred. The new b most eztenaire ; the 
course of the Severn is perceiTed for many milea, and, at certain seasons, 
the sea itself is diecoTored glittering beneath the rajs of the golden sun, 
whilst the long line of coast, on the Welch side, melts awaj in the haze 
of the distant horizon ; bo comprehensive is the prospect over the vale of 
Gloucester, that no large body of men could advance from Wales unper- 
ceired hj the camp of the L^ons. Thia position was occupied by Queen 
Margaret, and afterwards bj Edward the Fourth, prenoua to the iaUl 
battle of Tewksbury : indeed aome fighting took place in the vicinity, 
snd several of Edward's army were taken prisoners. A few Roman coins 
have been found near. Descending the bill, a quarter of a mile distant, 
we find 

Little Sodbubt Manor House, 

one of the oldest private residences in England. Built at difierent 
periods (a great part as tax back as the fburteenth century), ita antique 
gable, fine old porch, festooned with luxuriant creepers, and its elegantly 
carved oriel window, make it an object of peculiar mterest. Sir John and 
Lady Walsh* resided here at the beginning of the sixteenth century, and 
engaged the learned William Tyndale as tutor to their children. Tyndale 
had just finished his University education, and his mind seems before 
this period to have been deeply impressed mih the solemn tniths contained 
in the sacred volume. Now, Sir John having been Hoary the Eighth's 
cbarapioD and especial &vourita (indeed, the Manor was given him by 
that monarch), his society was much coartod by the abbots and dignified 
ecclesiastics of the county, who frequently partook of the worthy knight's 
hospitality. The vaulted roof of the fine old dining-hall still remains as 



* L&dy Waleh wu the daughter of Sir Robert Poynti, of IroD Acton, a neig;h- 
bouring Tillage. Tha family of Foynti i» very sndant ; they tie deecended from 
Drago de Pons, who came to England with William the ConqiiBTof, and for oeaH; 
600 yean were KUled it Iron Acton. By the death of Williim Staphen Poynu, 
Esq., of Cowdray Park, and Midgbam, the family ii now become extinct in the male 
line, Mr. Poynti'i two soni hiring b«en oofortimately drowned; his danghters are 
married into tho noble funilfet of Clinton, Spencer, and Exet«r ; and hie linen were 
married to brothen, the preient Bail of CoA, and the Isle Admiral Bir Conrtney 
Boyle. It seenu highly probable (hat the Poynti, who M long protected Tyndale, and 
whose disinterested attachment to the nuutyr bad very nenrlj involved him also in 
death and min, waa of the lame family. 
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in tha daja of yore, when lordly bishops, Ue1t«d knights, aud b«aiiteous 
ladiea, with their dependants and retainers, feasted here, and the walla 
rung with mirth and merriment The conversation at these entertain. 
menta frequently turnii^ on religious subjects, Tyndale was often drawn 
into discussions with the clergy, who, in general, opposed lutd resisted his 
eloquence and piety. 

Still, though persecuted, opposed, and calumniated by a powerful 
faieiarchy, and a despotic monarch thirsting for his life, did this undaunted 
man peraevere, till having triumphed over every obstacle, the plan formed 
within the walla of Sodbuiy was completed ; and the resolulion, uttered 
in this old Hall, was fulfilled I A distant age still regards with astonish- 
nent the itnpendoua changes that have taken plaoe in the framework of 
society, by giving b> Englishmen the Bible in the vemaenlar tongue. 

In tlie year lii56, a tremendoos storm visited this place, and whilst 
Maurice Walsh (Sir John's eldest son, and the pupil of Tyndale) with hia 
seven children were at dinner, the lightning entered the room at t^ door, 
and passing through to the opposite window killed one child on the spot, 
whilst the other six, with their unhappy father, were so dreadfully in- 
jured, that they all died within two months. 

In the reign of James the First, Thocoas Stephens, Esq., an eminent 
lawyer, and Attomey-Geneial to the King's sons, the Princes Henry and 
Charles, purchased the Manor and estates of the Walshes. Thomas was 
the third son of Edward Stephens, Esq., of Eastington. The family of 
Stephens is of ancient standing in Gloucestertihire, having been settled 
there more than 700 years. Ralph and William, two brothers, were jointly 
High-Bheri£b in the relgu of Henry the Second ; and William wa4 High- 
Sheriff alone from the twenty-second year of that monarch's reign to the 
first year of Riefaard Cteur de Lion — having thus filled the office for 
thirteen successive years. This Thomas Stephens must have been ex 
tremely wealthy, probably, throng his marriage with a rich London 
heiress, who was the mother of his three sons, Edward, John, and Na- 
thaniel. To Edward he left the Manor and estates of Sodbury ; for John, 
he purchased a large estate at Lypiat; and t« Nathaniel he gave 
Cherington. Thus his sons became ancestors to three distinct branches 
of the &mily of Stephens. There is at Lye Grove House, the residence 
of his descendant, Mr. Hartley, an uncommonly fine portrait, by Vansomer, 
of this eminent man i he is represented in his robes of sable, holding in 
the right hand a roll of parchment. For splendour of colouring, and 
masterly execution, this painting is equal to the portraits of Bubens,— 
indeed, it has often been mistaken for that master. 

B 2 
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Sir Thomas Stephens, Et., grandson of the above, was High-SherifT 
1644 and 1671. He obtained a grant irom Charles the Second, em- 
powering him to make a park at Lje GroTe, a part of this domain. Of 
the park, enclosed and planted by Stephens, nothing now remains bnt the 
wall, a copse of enormous beech trees, and an avenue leading to the House, 
of perhaps, the largest ash trees in the kingdom. Mr. Hartley possesses 
the draft of the original grant, and it is not a little strange, that the frail 
paper, which empowered the enclosure, should have surrived the noble 
park it called into existence. 

Edn'ard Stephens, Esq., was the last of the name who resided here, 
dying in 1728; the domain passed by heirship to the Packers,* an 
ancient Berkshire family. 

Now, courteous reader, do not think me too prolix if I relate an 
anecdote of this last Stephens. Perhaps, when gliding along in some 
luxurious railway carriage, at the rate of forty miles an hour, thou mayst 
smile at the snail-like pace of our forefathers only a century ago. Mr. 
Stephens and his lady, (who, by the way, was a great heiress) having 
been on a visit at Bristol, which is about fourteen miles distant, left that 
place one morning early to return to their comitry seat. The lady, 
ristlii^ in all the mcgesty of hoop and satins, sat magnificently ensconced 
in the lumbering vehicle drawn by six horses. Stephens, whose patience 
had doubtless been tried on former occasions, preferred a walk home 
across the fields, to the stately trot of such a semi-triumphal procession. 
On 'reaching the manor-house he is somewhat surprised to find that the 
lady had not yet arrived ; he returns towards Bristol in quest of the 
cavalcade, but gains no tidings thereof until he arrived at Fucklechurch, 
about half way. There, to his great joy and astonishment, he finds 
" Madam in the booby-hutch," (as he called the coach) sitting indeed like 
'' Patience on a monument." They hod been stopped by sundry break- 
ages, and the state of the roads, almost impassable in those days, but 
had hpppily got thus far wheu the vehicle unfortunately foundered in 
an unlucky mud-hank, from whence it was obliged to be literally dug out 
before they could proceed on their journey J 

The manor-house had not been inhabited (excepting the part used as a 

• The celebtaUd Dr. Hnrtley, author of the admirable " Essaj on Man," by his 
marriage with the only EiuriTuig child of B. Packer, Esq., of Donnington Castle, 
became poueMed of Sodbuiy, u well ai of the large property at BacUebuly, in 
Berkaliire, ori^ally Sir H. Wynchcomhe's and the ViKoontesH Bolingbroko's, Sir 
Benry's daughter. Thiu, for ISO years, these three fine estates have been nniied; 
they comprise together ihoat lfi,000 acres, and are, in point of picluresqne beioty, 
iDferior to none in the kingdom. 
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form) for forty years. The present Mr. Hartley was biuious to i«si<Ie 
here, and hod it surveyed, wishing, if possible, to restore it ; but it n-os 
found on examinatioB, that neglect and damp had so accelerated the work of 
decay, that the intention of restoring it was necessarily abandoned. Pic- 
turesque as is undoubtedly the situation as a dwelling-boose, it is, however, 
singularly inconvenient ; for, being built>— nestled as it were — agtuust 
the side of a precipitous hill, must of the basement-floor rooms had one 
side under ground ; the kitchen is actually on the floor above the parlours, 
— and what modem cook would endure the idea of serving dinner down 
in an apartment below stfurs? The great dioiog-hall is on one side 
fifteen feet below the ground, consequently damp as a cellar. The old 
library had the same objeclion, whilst several of the bedrooms were on 
' the same level as the field. Some of the oldest buildings were necessarily 
obliged to bo removed, the walls being so much oat of the perpendicular 
that they must have &llen. Tyndale's chamber was in this part— it was 
adorned with curious carvings in the Tudor style. Mr. Hartley has 
caused every fragment, every vestige of the illustrious man to be pre- 
served, and intends placing them in a noble room now being erected at 
Lye Grove, which is to bear the martyr's mune. There, in a ceiling 
blazoned with purple and scarlet, and glittering with gold, amongst the 
effigies of the great and the wealthy, appear conspicuous, the name and 
armorial bearings of the persecuted exile — the martyred Tyndale ! 

But the lengthening shadows admonish us to leave these venerabln 
remains, and again ascend the hill, if we wonld visit, before nightfall, 
an object whose associations are even more hallowed— the little 
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Two enormous yew trees protect the entrance, behind whose dark-green 
foliage the setting sun, now almost touching the horizon, is darting his 
last rays in one expansive flood of golden l^ht. Apart from all higher 
considerations, the little church seen from the hill above — its tiny tower 
and whitened walls relieved by an extensive and most beautiful distance 
of softened blue — presents an epitome of rural beauty seen no where else 
but in verdant, in luxuriant England ; but the associations cotmected with 
the spot kindle emotions of a deeper, n more sublime kind, These yew 
trees shading the hallowed portal are the largest I ever saw, and tradition 
(generally correct) assigns to them a duration of eight hundred years. 
Those luxuriant and far-spreading boughs shaded the illustrious Tyndale, 



dbyGoot^Ic 



6 IBK LARM or KHOLAM*. 

wlien he entered this humble edifice to pour fortli that heaTeoI; eloqaenc? 
Foxe speaks of, " which yrta a comfort to the aodience who heard him." 
Were those noble old treea endowed mih memorj' and speech, vhat tales 
could thej unfold of the fomilies thkt sought this rural shrine, whom the 
flood of time has long since swept away ! Where ore the Despencera — th* 
Walshes — the Stephens's? Where the learned Hartley, and Mary his 
accomplished daughter ? How important the moral that these melan- 
choly boughs unfold — a child could have cniehed them in their infancy, 
but tUej hare Bunrived the wreck of genoiations of the noble, the rich, 
and the poor, all 

" Creature* of clay, vain dwellen in the dust, 
A moth amrivea you." 

What recollections are here excited of the feudal, the Catholic, and the 
Protestant times. Beneath this aged portal have passed the lordly baron 
and the crouching serf, the pampered priest and self-denying reformer, 
the gay and voluptuous cavalier, and the stem and uncompromising romid- 
head. 

It has been the writer's good fbrtone to visit this lovely spot at differ- 
ent eeasona, and under various appearances of the atmosphere ; how 
charming to witness the diorama-like effect of light and shade on such an 
expansive prospect ; — one moment some hillock, or grove, or meadow, 
gleaming in sunshine, and the next ihe same ol^ects lost in obscarity. 
The last time I visited thia scene of enchantment, the day had been over- 
east and the atmosphere was lowering ; — the sun had sunk beneath a canopy 
of heavy clouds, and a distance that ordinarily appears of the softest grey, 
now seemed to reflect only the heavy and lurid colour of the heavens ; — 
but there was a single streak of yellow light in the horizon, which sen'ed 
to discover and distinctly relieve three mountains at a great distance ; tbey 
are contiguous, and I suppose in Brecon, but never had I seen these hills 
before ; — the first rises with gentle undulation, the last is bold and 
precipitous, 

" And from out the plain 
Heaves like a long swept wave abonl to break, 
And OD the curl hangs pautiug." 

They only who have spent their happiest days amongst mountains 
and Alpine scenery can understand the impressions of delight expe. 
rienced by suddenly beholding these elevated objects, from spota where 
least expected. 
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Now, reader, contrast the charcli of Little Sodbur; with mui; a stately 
cathedral, whose enamelled walla and gorgeovs altars never heard such 
streams of heavenly eloquence as were poured out in this lowly shrine, 
bom the fervid lips of the earliest and most higfa-mincled of our reformers ; 
and in the scale of truth and reason how insignificant do they appear ; 
how inierior to the ossociatioaa of intense interest that hover over ths 
white walls of the moat diminutive of parochial churches — St. Adeline of 
Little Sodbury, 



W^Wts tXbVB, to. Sorft. 

" High Whitby's cloister'd pile." — Makiuoii. 

Towards the close of the eleventh century, three poor monks set out 
from Evesham Abbey for the north, with the piooa intention of restoring 
monastic institutions in Nortbumbria. They travelled on foot, with a 
little mule to carrry their books and priestly garments, and they wended 
their way onward, slowly, but cheerinlly. Inadequate, indeed, must 
have appeared, in human estimation, the means possessed by these lowly 
brethren, for die mighty task they had undertaken, hut a Divine 
guidance directed their steps, and prospered their endeavours. Having 
sojourned for a brief period at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, they journeyed on 
to Jairow, where they built themselves huts among ruins of the ancient 
Abbey of Whitby, and erected a temporary place of worahip. Here they 
gathered together a goodly number of followers, and became the 
founders of that holy community, which, subsequently, held such 
puissant sway in 

" Whiiby'a broad domaios." 

Before, however, proceeding with the history of the lands of Whitby, 
from the revival of the abbey to the present time, we must not omit a 
description, brief though it be, of the earlier foundation, which thus 
owed its revival to the piety of the Evesham monks : 

This original monastery was founded under the patronage of king Oawy, 
whose daughter, JSlfleda, was the second abbess. Before the great battle 
of Winwidfield (or Leeds), in which Penda, king of Mercia, was over- 
thrown by Oawy, the latter vowed, that if he should prove victorious, he 
would devote his infant daughter to the Lord, and, at the same time, give 
twelve manors, or possessions of land, for founding monasteries. In 
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fulfilment of this tow, Oiwy committed the child £lfled&, vho was 
■carceljr a year old, to the care of Hilda, abbe» of Hartlepool ; 
and set apart, for the support of monastic inBtitutions, twelve pos- 
sessions of land, six in Deirs, and six in Bemicia, each eonsiating of 
" ten Csmilies," As the battle was gained in the end of 655, the infant 
JGIfleda might be sent to Hartlepool in the epiing of 656 ; and, two 
yeus after, that is, in the beginning of 658, Lady Hilda, " having pur- 
chased a possession of ten families in a place called Streoneshalh, (now 
■Whitby) there built a monastery ;" where she and the young princess, 
with many, if not all of the sisterhood who were at Hartlepool, took up 
their abode. This possessioii, though stated to be purchased by Lady 
Hilda, may be supposed to have been purchased at Oswy's expense, and 
to have been one of the twelve possessions above mentioned, as each of 
them consisted of " ten Eunilies." 

Hilda, the foundress and first abbess of the monastery at Whitby, vai 
a lady of high rank. She was grand-niece to the renowned King Edwin, 
being the dan^ter of Prince Heieric, his nephew. Her birth occiured in 
&e year 614. The place is unknown, as is also her birth-day ; though 
tradition states the latter to he the 25th day of August, which has been 
kept at Whitby, in honour of Lady Hilda, &om time immemorial. 

About the year 647, when she was thirty-three years of sge, Hilda 
resolved to assume the veil ; a step which she might be induced to take, 
not only from the influence of her pious instructors, hut from what she 
had seen of the instability of earthly greatness, in the disasters that befel 
the royal families of Northumbria and East-Anglia, to both of which she 
WSB nearly related j and, especially, from the example of her sister 
Hereswith, who, having become a widow, had retired into the monastery 
of Cale (or Chelles), in France. It was her first design, on taking the 
religious habit, to spend her days in the same monastery with her widowed 
sister; and, with this view, she went to the court of East-Anglia, hoping, 
that the king, to whom she was nearly related, would forward hex to 
France. But when she had remained there a year, without finding any 
opportunity of going over to the continent, bishop Aidan, hearing of her 
detention, invited her to settle in her own country ; and, having obtained 
" a place of one family" on the north bank of the river Wear, she there 
pursued the monastic life with a few female associates. 

At the expiration of a year, she was made abbess of Hartlepool ; Heiu 
or Hegu, the foundress, and first abbess of that monastery, and the first 
nun in Northumbria, having removed to Tadcaster, where she commenced 
another nunnery. In her new situation at Hartlepool, Hilda acquitted 
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herself in such a manner as added lastre to her character, and gave the 
highest satisfaction to Bi«hop Aidan, and other pious friends, who often 
visited hex monaat^Ty. Here she had presided some years, maintaining a 
high character for piety and wisdom, when she removed, on the occasion 
above mentioned, to the banks of the E»k, taking with her the young 
Princess .^llfleda, and a large company of pious females. 

Being, no doubt, constructed of wood, covered with reeds or thatch, 
and furnished in the most simple style, like all the other religious build- 
ings of the Scottish missionaries and their disciples, the monastery of 
Streoneshalb would require but a few weeks to complete it : so that 
Hilda and her associates would enter on their new habitation, in the 
same season in which the undertaking was begun. The institution pro- 
bably commenced on a small scale ; but it soon rose to the first rank 
among the monasteries of Northumbria. The fame of Hilda's piety, 
intelligence, and prudence, attracted numbers to her community. Those 
of the higher classes who embraced a religious life, would feel a pleasure 
in becoming inmates of an abbey, wheie a lady so respectable presided, 
and where a young princess was educated. Yet the new monastery was 
conducted in the spirit of primitive simplicity. Charity and peace were 
peculiarly cultivated : none were rich, and none poor ; but they had all 
things in common, nothing being deemed the property of any one indi- 

Though we have no account of any new giants of land made to Lady 
HUda's monastery, in addition to the first endowment, there can be no 
doubt that it increased in wealth as well as in numbers. Enjojdng, as it did, 
in a high degree, the patronage of the royal family of Northumbria, its 
possessions must have grown rapidly ; Oswy and his nobles vieing with one 
another in advancing its interests. Some of the incidents recorded by 
Bede, as having occurred in the days of £lfleda, imply that the terri- 
tories of the monastery were then of great extent ; which is also obviotu, 
from the erectiou of so many new monasteries, subordinate to the parent 
institution. 

The death of the good Lady Hilda happened at the close of the year 
680. Her piety, prudence, and learning, caused her to be dignified with 
the title of Saint, and her claims to the honour seemed to have been well 
founded. Bede has given us no account of any miracles which she wrought ; 
but his lack of service has been amply made up by later writers, who have 
emblazoned her memory with splendid fictions. According to these 
fabulists, the spiral shells called amrnoniUf, which abound in our alum 
rock, in a petrified state, are the remains of scrpente, which once infested 
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the nei);hbouihood of Streoneslialli, but tien beheaded and tuined into 
atone by Lady Hilda's pntfen ; and her territory wu bo sacred, that 
when the sea-fowta attempted to fly over it, they were conitrained to do 
her homage, by lowering their pinions and dropping to the gronnd. 
Scott allndea to the tradition : 

" Tbey told, how in their convent cell 
A Saxon princess once did dwell. 

The lovely EdeUedj 
And bow of thousand snakes, each one 
Was changed into a c<nl of ttone, 

When holy Bilde prayed ; 
ThemselTCS, within their holy bound. 
Their stony folds had often found. 
They told, how sea-fbwla' pinions fiiil, 
As over Whitby's towers they sail, 
And, sinking down, with flutterings fkiat. 
They do thdr homage to the saint" 

MsBMioii, Canto II. 

Hilda was succeeded in the gOTemment of Streoneshalh Abbey, by her 
royal pupil ^Ifleda, then 26 years of age. Whatever might be wanting 
to this young abbess, in years and experience, was amply compensated 
by the assistance of her mother, the Queen Eanfleda ; who, after the 
death of her husband. King Oswy, retired to this monastery, to spend the 
remainder of her days with her &vouTite child, in the practice of piety 
and virtue. 

The death of ,£lfleda took place in 713, when she was 59 years of 
age. We have no account of the close of her life, but are informed that 
she was interred in St. Peter's Church, beside the remains of her royal 
parents and her venerable predecessor. 

The records of the Abbey, &om the death of ,£lfleda to the irruption of 
the Danes, are irrecoverably lost. It is, however, a moumfhl fact of 
history, that in the year 66? the holy edifice was completely destroyed 
by those northern invaders, and that it lay desolate to the time to which 
we have referred, when its revival was accomplished by the monks from 
Evesham. Of those pious Christians, one, named Reinfrid, had been 
formerly a soldier of the Conquest, and, as such, had been known to 
WOlJam de Percy, Lord of Whitby, who granted to him and his fraternity 
the site of the ancient Abbey, with two carucates of land in Presteby for 
their support. 

The ruins of the abbey still bore the marks of its former greatness ; 
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for, accotding to an ancient record, " diere wen then in that town, as 
■ome old inhabitants b&ve told us, about forty cells, or oratories, of whicli 
nothing was left but bare walla and empty altars." Among these ruins, 
Rein&id and bis associates took up their abode ; and, while they formed 
habitations for themselves, they probably, as at Jarrow, repaired some 
part of the chnrch, or some one of the numerous oratories or porches that 
siuiouuded it, to serve as a place of worship. The piety of Rein&id and 
bis brethren, soon attracted several respectable persons to their society, 
and the new convent began to prosper. 

Not long after, the humble Rein&id, perceiving the superior abilities 
and learning of one of the community, Stephen of Whitby, yielded place 
to that bniouB churchman, who, not content with the title of Prior, borne 
by his predecessor, assumed the higher designation of Abbot, and, 
aspiring at greater things, aimed at nothing less than the restoratiou of 
tlie Abbey to its prisUue glory. These ambitious efforts roused the 
jealousy of the lord paramount, William de Percy, and the quarrels 
which ensued, as well as the attacks of pirates from the sea, forced the 
community to retire for a time to Lestingham. At length, all disputes 
adjusted, the community were again collected at Whitby, in increased 
power and splendour, and thenceforward they enjoyed their ample pos- 
sessions undisturbed and respected, until the dissolution of the monas^ 
teries, Ump. Henry VIII., when Whitby Abbey was turrendered to the 
Crown, and the site and manor leased for 31 years to Sir Richard 
Cholmley. 

Thus ended the religious tenancy of these ancient lands ; but, before 
entering on the history of the lay proprietors, we mnst give some account 
of one of the peculiar feudal services which the monks required of their 
homagers, called " the making up of the AontjMrth." This curious custom 
derived its name, in all probability, from the assembling of the tenants at 
ft specified time each year in some garth, or inclosure fenced with wood, 
and from the circumstance of their being called together by the blowing 
of a horn. Its origin is involved in obscurity, if we discord as fabulous 
the following romantic legend, invented by some imaginative monk : — 

"In the fifth year of the reign of King Henry the second, after the conquest 
of England, by William, Duke of Noimaody, the Lord of Ugglebamby, then 
called William de Bmce, the Lord of Sneaton, called Ralph de Fiercie, with a 
gentleman and freeholder of Fylii^dales, cslled Allatson, did, in the month of 
October, the 16th day of the same mouth, appoint to meet and hunt the wild 
boar, in a certain wood, or desart, called Eskdale-Side. The wood, or place, 
did belong to the abbot of the monastery of Whitby, who wii called Scdiiian. 
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Then the aforesud gentlemen did meet, with their boar-etaves and hounda, id 
the place aforenamed, and there fouad a great wild boar, and the houoda did 
run him very well, near about the chapel and hermitage of Eakdale-Side, where 
there waa a monk of Whitbj, who waa an Hermit. The boar being lore 
wounded, and hotly pursued, and dead run, took in at the chapel door, and 
there laid him down, and presentlir died. The hermit abut the hounds forth of 
the chapel, and kept himself withi a, at bis medititiona and prajcrE, the honoda 
standing at bay, without. The gentlemen in thi> thick of the wood, put beliind 
their game, following the cry of their hounds, came to the hermitage, and found 
the hounds round about the chapel. Then came the gentlemen to the door of 
the chapel, and called the hennit, who did open the door, and come forth, and, 
within, lay the boar, dead ; for the which, the gentlemen, in a fury, because 
their hounds were put from their game, did, most violently end cruelly, run at 
the hermit with their boar-ataTea, whereof he died. Then the gentlemen, 
knowing and perceiving he waa in peril of death, took sanctuary at Scar> 
borough ; but, at that time, the abbot, in great favour with the king, did remove 
them out of the sanctuary, whereby they came in danger of the law, and could 
not be privileged, but like to have the severity of the law, which was death for 
death. But the hermit, being n holy man, and being very sick, and at the point 
of death, sent for the abbot, and desired liim to send for tbe gentlemen who had 
wounded him to death. The abbot so doing, the gentlemen came, and the 
hermit being sore uck, said, I am sure to die of these wounds. The abbot 
answered, tbey shall die for thee. But the hennit said, not so, for I &eely for- 
give them my death, if they be content to be enjoyned to this penance, for the 
aai^tiard of their aouls. The gentlemen being there present, and terrified with 
the fear of death, bid him enjoyn what he would, so be saved their lives. Then 
stud the hermit, ' Tou and yours ahall hold your lands of the abbot of Whitby, 
and his successors, in this manner : that, upon Ascenaion-eve, you, or some for 
yon, shall come to the wood of tbe Stray-head, which is in Eakdale-ude, the 
same day, at sun-rising, and there shall the officer of the abbot blow Ms horn, 
to the intent that you may know how to find him, and he shall deliver unto you, 
William de Bruce, ten stakes, ten stout stowers, and ten yeddeta, to be cut by 
you, or those that come for you, with a knife of a penny price ; and you, Ralph 
de Picrcie, shall take one and twenty of such sort, to be cut in tbe same man- 
ner; and you, Allotson, shall take nine of each sort, to be cut as aforesud; and 
to be taken on your backs, and carried to the town of Whitby, and so to be 
there before nine of the clock of the same day aforementioned. And at the 
hour of nine of the clock (if it be fiill sea, to cause that service), as long as it is 
low water, at nine of tbe clock, the same hour each of you shall set yoor stakes 
at the brim of the water, each stake a yard from another, and so yedder them, 
as with your yedders, and so stake on each side with jour stout -stowers, that 
they stand three tides without removing by the force of the water. Each of 
you shall make them in seTcral places at the hour aforenamed (except it be foil 
sea at that hour, which, when it shall happen to pass, that service shall cease), 
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and you shall do this terrice in renumtbruice that you did [most cruelly] eUy 
me Aod that you may the better call to God for repentance, and find mercy, 
and do good works, the officer of Egkdale-aide shall blow his horn, Out on t/ou, 
out on gou, out on yoit, for the heinous crime of you. And if you and yout 
BucceSBorB do refuse this service, so long as it shall not be full sea, at that hour 
aforesaid, you, and yours, shall forfeit all your lands to the abbot [of Whitby], 
or his sDccessors. Thus I do entreat the abbot, that you may have your lives 
and goods for this service, and you to promise by your parts in Heaven, that it 
shall be done by you and your successors, as it is afbresaid.' And the abbot 
said, I grant all that you have stud, and will confirm it by the faith of an honest 
man. Then the hermit said, ' My soul longeth tor the Lord, and I do as freely 
forgive these gentlemen my death, as Christ forgave the thief upon the cross :' 
and in the presence of the abbot and the rest, he said, ' In manus tuas, Domine, 
commendo spiritum meum : [a vinculis eoim mortis^ redemisti me, Domine 
veritatis. — Amen,' " 

And so he yielded up the ghost, the ISth day of December, upon whose soul 
God have mercy. — Amen. Anno Domini 1160. [1159]. 

Thia grotesque Btory is so amusing, that we would be tempted to side 
with Orose, and assert its authenticity, but unluckily the proofa of its 
tmth are so feeble, that we are forced to discard it aa a fiction. Ila 
romance caught the fimcy of Scott, and be has thus versified it in 
Marmion ; — 

" Then Whitby's nnns exulting told. 
How to thor house three barons bold 

Must menial service do ; 
While bom* bbw out a note of shame, 
And monks cry, ' Fye upon your name I 
In wrath, for loss of sylvan game. 

Saint Hilda's priest ye slew.' 
This on Aacension-day, each year. 
While laboming on our harbour pier, 
Must Herbert, Bruce, and Percy beaT." 

Sir Richard Cholmley, who obtained the 21 years' lease of the dis- 
solved monastery's lands, became subsequently possessed in fee of the 
estate, by purchasing the grant &om Sir Edward Yorke, who hod bought 
it of John Earl of Warwick, the grantee from the Crown. Sir Richard 
was a distinguished soldier, and fought with great gallantry in Scotland. 
He loved pomp, and generally had fifty or sixty servants about his house; 
nor would he ever go up to London without a retinue of tihirty or forty 
men. His haii and eyes were black, and his complexion so swarthy. 
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that he wai usually styled " The Black Knight of the North." To hia 
■on and sueeeisor, Sir Franda Cbolmley, the manrion of Whitby Hall 
owes its erection. 

It bears the marks of baring been partly built out of the ruins of the 
monastery ; and probably stands on or near the site of the abbot's ball. 
The celebrated Sir Hugh Cholmleygreatly enlarged and improved tbe struc- 
ture, about tbe year 1635 ; and tbe eastern part of it was probably added 
by bim. During the civil wars, Sir Hugh fortified tbe house, and bad a 
garrison t» defend it, as appears by tbe following passage in Vicara' 
Parliamentary Chronicle for February, 1643-4, p. 160: "Tbe moat 
noble and ever-to-be-bonoured and renouned Lord Fair&x, about this 
time enlaced bis quarters from Hull 20 miles towards Durham, and by 
a patty of horse, commanded by that valiant, victorious, and religious 
commander. Sir William Constable, drave that rotten apostate, Sir Hugh 
Chomley, out of Scarborough towne into the castle, which caused such 
an operation in the hearts of the inhabitants of Whitby, as that they were 
■oone and surely reduced and settled (as you already beard in part they 
were) to the Parliaments side, and, presently after, seized on Sir Hugh's 
great bonse and fort on the Higb-CIift, disarmed bis garrison, and so kept 
it for Lord Fairfax, who, afterwards, sent 200 horse, the hetter to secure 
it." 

Tbe laat Sir Hugh Cbolmley, about the year 1672, built the north side 
of the hall, forming a handsome and extensive front ; tbe whole structure 
now assmaing tbe form of a square, with an open area witbin. Tbe 
Duke and Duchess of Lauderdala, the Eaila of Athol and Kingbom, and 
others of tbe nobility, were entertained by Sir Hugh, in his improved 
mansion. When the Wentworth estates fell to the Cbolmley fomily, in 
1743, Howsham became the chief residence of the family, and Whitby 
Hall began to be deserted. About fifty years ago, the wind having 
injured the roof of the north front, the whole of that side, which was the 
prindpal part of (he house, was dismantled, only the walls being left 
standing. 

The ptesent representative of the fomily, and the Lord of Whitby, 
ii George Cbolmley, Esq. 
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" The groves of Eden, vBDish'd now to long. 
Live ID descriprion, and look green in song : 
These, were m; breut inBpired with equal fiune, 
like tbem in beaut;, should be like in lame." — Pops. 

Held enccetsively hj Cromwell, Earl of Essex, Queen Cathaine 
Parr, Cardinal Pole, Sir Christopher Hatton, Sir Thomas Cecil, Earl of 
Exeter, his son Edward, Viscount Wimbledon, a gallant military com- 
mander, Henrietta Maria, queen of CharleB I., General liambert, the 
Parliamentarian, the Cavalier Earl of Bristol, the Marqueaa of Carmar- 
then, Sir Theodore Jonssen, the ruined speculator in the South Sea 
bubble, the famous Duchess of Marlborough, and her descendants the 
Spencers, this ancient manor is surpassingly rich in associations. When 
Cecil resided here, his royal mistress was &asted for three days with 
princely pomp ; and so attached was Charles I. to this enchanting spot, 
even then celebrated for its choice fruits, that, but a few days before his 
trial, be ordered some fins Spanish melons to be planted in the gardens. 
The attractions of the locality converted the stem Republican Lambert 
into a florist, and during his tenure Wimbledon became celebrated for its 
tulips and gilliflowers. 

The value in the lise'of this property marks the gradual increase in the 
price of land. In the time of Edward the Confessor the manor was 
valued at £32 per annum, and when the survey of Domesday was taken, 
at £38, the rent now commonly paid for dweUings by clerks or mechanics. 
When the grant was made to Sir Christopher Hatton, the annual value 
had risen to £98, and when the crown lands were sold in 1650, to £386, 
19s. fid. At that valuation the property, under all the disadvantages of 
seizure from royalty, and sale by order of the Commonwealth, brought 
eighteen yean' purchase. 

The manor-house has suffered fortune almost as various as the lands. 
Rebuilt in a magnificent style in l.'itS, by Sir Thomas Cecil, it was much 
damaged by fire in 1638, and on its repur was decorated, it is thought, 
on the outside with frescoes by Frauds Cleyne. So superb did Wimble- 
don House then become, that Fuller calls it " a daring structure," and 
maintains its equahty to famed Nonsuch. The Parliamentary survey at 
the sale ordered by the Commonwealth, in 1649, describes the mansion 
minutely, and reports it to be exceedingly magnificent. The gardens 
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were particularly admired : bniuglit \ty (be taste of Charlea I. to the 
higheit perfection, tlie; were reported to contain upwards of one thou- 
sand rare and choice fruit-trees, among which were enumerated orange, 
lemon, pomegranate, and citron trees. At a later date. Swift notices 
Wimbledon House as much the finest place about London. But it did 
not content the Duchess of Marlborough : she bad it pulled down, and a 
new edifice erected, after designs by the Earl of Pembroke. The park 
was laid out by the celebrated " capability" Brown, who had here capa- 
bilities to operate on equal at least to his own genius. The mansion was 
burnt down in 1 785, and as it was not used as a residence by the Spencer 
iamily, was not rebuilt nntil 1801. It is a plain, handsome edifice, and 
is now tenanted by tbe Duke of Somerset. 

These noble lands command a panoramic view of perfect beauty ; 
sloping bills clad in the rich verdure of skilful cultivation, with far-ex- 
tonded plains, and mimic mountains, tinted by distance with a cerulean 
hue, form a charming picture ; while the river, as calm and clear as ever, 
viewed from the heights of this upland district, winds through a rich and 
varied country, rettuning and deserving its old epithet of tbe " silver 
Thames." 

The late Sir Ricbaxd Phillips, in " A Morning's Walk from Richmond 
to Kew," gives the following description of this delightful spot : — 
" Having ascended from Wandsworth to Putney Heath, I came to the 
undulating high land on which stand Wimbledon, its Covmon, Roebamp- 
ton, Richmond Park, and its lovely hill. A more interesting site of the 
same extent is not, perhaps, to be found in tbe world. Tbe picturesque 
beauty and its general advantages are attested by the preference given to 
it by ministers and public men, who select it as a retreat from the cares 
of ambition. It was here that Pitt, Dundas, Home Tooke, Addington, 
Sir Francis Burdett, and Ctoldsmid, were contemporary residents." Sir 
Richard laments that the residences are so " few and far between." 
" When," says he, " does Woollett enchant us but in those rich land- 
scapes in which the woods are filled with peeping habitations, and scope 
given for the imagination, by the curling smokerising between the trees." 

We have a melancholy feeling in thus recording tbe glories of Wimble- 
don manor ; a brief time hence this fine estate and rural district will pro- 
bably become one of the most attractive suburbs of the marvellously 
extending metropolis : for it is proposed to convert a portion of this 
honoured spot into villas and private residences, and on the site which 
once served for the lordly luxury of one, to provide handsome dwellings 
for thousands. 
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0rab|t will HrattgaU, ». Irirtifttr. 



O Charnvood, be thon called the clioiceat of thy kind: 

Tb* like, Id aaj place, what flood bath hapt to find F 
No tract in all Ihia iak, the pwradeat let it be, 

Can shew a sylvan Njmpb in beantj' like to thee — 

The Satjn and the Fanng, b; Dian set t* keep 
Kougb Hills and Forest Hfdts were aadly seen to weep, 
When thj high-palmed barta — the sport of boors and hounds— 

By grapple Borderers' handa were baniihed thy grounds, j 



Obobt, so long the deugnation of tba illustrious femilies of Ferrars 
•nd Giey, fotms part of Chamwood, itself a portion of the ancient Celtic 
forest of Aiden, " RoBalind'a fevoured haunt," which extended from the 
Avon to the Trent, and now includes a considerable portioa of the 
triangle defined by Ae towns of liCdcester, Loughborough, and Asbby 
de U Zouch. An elegantly written deoeripdon of " Chamwood'a ancient 
Chase," has been pven to the public by Mr. T. R. Potter, ofWymeswold, 
in which, profinind antiquarian knowledge b so combined with historic 
anecdote and pieturesque namtianf that the general reader cannot &il to 
journey, a ddighted traveller, along the nnfrequented paths of local 
history, gatlieiing «a he goes, many an attractive flower, and reposing on 
many a verdant spot. 

Oroby is, indeed, associated witb historical recoUectiona, and these, 
combined with its aatiquity, impart to it peculiar interesL Tracing 
it from the time of Edward the Coufesaoi, when it was held at the an- 
nual value of twenty shillings, we find it registered in Domesday-book 
at sixty, erected into a barony by William Rufiu, and eventually 
identified with the extraordinary Elizabeth Widvile, or Woodville — ^witb 
one exception, the most illustrious name connected with the house of 
Grey. 

From Hugo de Gientesmeisaell, the Domesday proprietor, Oroby 
passed to Robert Blanchmaines, in marriage with Hugo's daughter, 
Petionella; and again, through the alliance of this lady's descendant 
with William, Earl of Derby, it was conveyed to the noble House of 
Ferrars, in which the manor vested until the middle of the fifteenth 
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century, when the male line of the Lords Ferrars becoming extinct, Eli- 
sabeth, grand daughter and heiress of tlie last Baron, wedded Sb Edward 
Orey, son of Reginald, Lord Grey de Ruthyn, and thus associated the 
inheritance of her family nilh a name from which it derives its chief 
historic celebrity. Her son and auccesBOT, Sir John Grey, Knt., a de- 
vuted adherent of the House of Lancaster, was slain at the Battle of St, 
Albans. His wife, the celebrated Elizabeth Widvile, deserves more than 
a passing word ; it was her singular fate to be allied ta one English 
monarch, Edwoid IV., and addressed or cajoled by another, stiU more 
memorable, Richard III. Brilliant, however, aa waa the diadem which 
eventually graced her brow, her first marriage appears to have l>een &t 
more congenial with her feelings ; and, if on inference can be drawn 
from the following passage in her Diary, we cannot refrain from think- 
ing, with her happiness. This Diary presents Burh a curious picture of 
the times, and so naively describes the youthful maiden's own feelings, 
as well a« the extraordinary laws then in vogue, and the pursuits (so 
different from ours,) of fashicmable ladies in thoae days, ihat we make 
no apology for pving the following ^ttact -. — 

** TsirmsnAT Moucia (Hay 10, 14S1). — Eose at fbnr o'clock, and bdped 
Katherine to milk the cows : Bachael, the other daiiy-m^d, having scalded 
one of her hands in a very sad manner last ni^t. Made a poultice fbr Rachsel, 
and gave Robin a penny to get her lometUng comfortable from the apothecary's. 
Sizo'clock, — Braakftated. The buttock of beef rather too much bmled, and die 
ale a little the stakst. Memorandmn — to tell the cook about the first &ult, and 
to mend the second raysel^ by t^iping a fresh barrel directly. Seven o'clock. 
—Went out with the Lady Duchess, my mother, into the court-yard; fed fire 
and thirty men and women ; chid Roger very severely for expressing some dis- 
satisfaction in attendiug u« with the broken meat. Eight o'clock. — Went into 
the paddock behind the house with mj maiden Dorothy : caught Stump, the 
little black pony, myseli; and rode a matter of six miles, without either saddle 
or bridle. Ten o'clock. — Went to dinner. John Grey one of our visitanti — 
a most comely yonlb — bat what's that to me ? A virtuous maiden should be 
entirely under the direction of her parents. John ate very little — sttde a great 
many tender looks at me — said a woman never conld be bandscxne, in his 
opiuitm, who was not good-tempered. I hope my temper is not intolerable ; 
nobody finds &ult with it but Roger, snd Roger is the most disorderiy serring 
man in our bmily. John Grey likes white teeth — my teeth are of a pretty 
good colour, I think, and my hair is as blsek as jet, though I say it — and John, 
if 1 mistake not, is of the some opinimi. Eleven o'clock— Row from table, the 
company all desirous of walking in the fields. John Grey would lift me over 
eveiy stile, and twice he squeezed my hand with great vehemence. I cannot 
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Mj I abould have aaj Anraoa to Jolin Gte; : he pla^ ptiwn-ban ts well «a aoy 
gentleman in the couatr;, i» remarkablj dutiful to hi« parents, and uerer nuiKa 
church of a Sunday, Three o'clock. — Poor &niier Robinaon's honae burnt down 
by an accidental fire. John Grey propoaed a subacriptiou among the compau;, 
and gave a matter of no less than five pound himaelf toi thia benevolent ioteQ- 
^n. Mem. — Never saw him look so comely aa at that moment. Four o'clock 
^Went to prayen. Six o'clock. — Fed the poultry and hogs, SeveD o'clock. 
— Supper at the table ; delayed on account of fanner Bobinsoo'i fire and mi«- 
fbrtnne. The gooce [ne too mueh baked, and the loin of poik almoat roaated 
to TBga. Nine o'clock. — The company almost all asleep. Theae late hours are 
very diaagreeable. Said mj pnyeis a lecond time, John Grey dialmiiing my 
thoughts too much the Snt. Fell asleep abont ten, and dreamt tkat John had 
coma to demand ne of my fiUber." 

The omon — tlie fbundationa of whicli were thus early lud-^ma, we 
need not add, duly conaummated ; and no period of the chequered life 
o[ EUizabeth Widvile seems so Gcee from care as the years she passed at 
Oioby. Brief, however, waa her span of happiness. The fatal battle of 
SL Albans proved the last field on which the gallant Sir John Grey 
fought, and the fbrfeitnre of his estates reduced his young and lovely 
widow, with her two in&nt sons, to a situation of such privation, that, on 
the nutimely death of her husband, she was forced to retire for refuge to 
her £»ther, Sir Richard Widvile's house at OiaftoD -, and here it was that 
Edward IV., chancing to visit that demesne, was especially sbnck by her 
beauty and diatress. A hint consequently was quickly ^vm, that the 
boon she solicited mig^t be granted, and the fbifeited estates of the 
husband returned to her lovely boys, who stood weeping by her side ; bat 
conditions were annexed, which modem delicacy might shiinL to name* 
though it ia equally honourable to herself and an age which the present 
u too apt to term barbarous, to add that she ngected them with scom. 
Moved by the sight of so much beauty and virtue in tears, the monarch 
Gonseqitently became the suppliant in turn ; and the same evening saw 
him offer her his throne and his person, in the courtly terms that " the 
Red Rose was again victorious. " 

Elizabeth was destined, we need not add, to experience the vicissitude^^ 
the alternations of splendour and misery — which occasionally accompany a 
tarown. The wife of one monarch for nineteen years, she became, on his 
death, the object of persecution and of love, or c^olery, to another ; but 
the murder of her sons, the young King and Duke of York, in the Tower, 
the assassination of oil her relatives, and the subsequent professions 
of devotion to herself^ by Richard the Third, are too glowingly detailed 

3 
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by Shakespeare, to be recapitulated here ; and after she had given 
another child, a daughter, to a throne, by an alliance with Henry the 
Seventh, and thus for ever cloBed those long dissensions between the 
houses of YoHc and Lancaster, which deluged the plains of England 
with blood, and struck dowu, it is caltMilated, three fbnrths of the aninent 
nobility of England, she became the subject of this penurious tyrant's 
suspicions in her turn, and ultimately died, in little other than the con- 
dition of his prisoner, at the Monastery of Bennondsey, in &e year 1492. 
This unhappy lady's son by her first husband, Thomas Orey, Marquess 
of Dorset, became a stjiuneh adherent of the Earl of Richmond, and ob- 
tained, after the successful issue of the Battle of Bosworth, fiill restitution 
of his hereditary possessions. He returned to his Lordship of Groby, 
and there resided till his death In 1501. His Lordship was the last of 
his race who made Oroby the fiunily seat. His son and successor, 
Hem; Grey, third Marquess of Donet, and first Duke of Suffolk, pre- 
ferring the situation of the neighbouring Manor of Bradgat«, fixed Us 
chief residence there. The alliance he formed was the most illnstrious ib 
the kingdom, his wife, Frances, being daughter and cobeb of Charles 
Brandon, Duke of Sufiblk, and neice of King Henry VIII. His issue 
consisted of three daughters — of these the eldest was the lorely and ever 
interesting Lady Jane Grey, with whose birth Biudoate is for ever 
identified in posterity's recollection. Her aceomplishmenbt were so great, 
that they seem almost incredible ; and her misfortunes so co-eqnal, that 
they transcend the conceptions of romance. But, before entoing on 
her story, we cannot lefirain from copying the following singular 
agreement between one of the early barons and King John, proving the 
antiquity of the barony of Bradgate. 

" This is the Agreement made at Leicester on the day of St. Vincent 
the Martyr, in the 31st year of the reign of king Henry, the son of king 
John (before sir Roger de Turkilby, master Simon de Walton, sir Gilbert 
de Preston, and sir John de Cobham, jusdces then there idnerant), 
between Roger de Quincy, earl of Winton, and Roger Somery : To wit ; 
that the aforesaid Roger de Somery hath granted for him and his heirs, 
that the aforesaid earl and his heirs may have and hold his park of Brad- 
gate so inclosed at it was inclosed in the Octaves of St. Hilary, in the 
Slst year of the aforesaid king Henry, with the deei-leaps [saltatoriis] 
then in it made. And for this agreement and grant, the same earl hath 
granted for him and his heirs, that the same Roger de Somery and his 
heirs may enter at any hour on the forest of him the earl, to chase in it 
[ad bersandnm] with nine bows and six hounds, according to the form of 
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a cyrograph before made, between the aforesaid Roger earl of Winton and 
Hi^b de Albiniaco earl of Anmdel, in the court of the lord the king at 
Leicester. And if any wild beast, wounded by any of tbe aforesaid 
bows, shall enter the aforesaid park by sny deer-leap or otherwise, it s&all' 
be lawful for the aforesaid Roger de Somery and his heirs to send one 
man or two of his, who shall follow the a4:>resaid wild beast, with the- 
dogs pursuing that wild beast within the aforesud park, without bow and' 
arrows, and may take it on that day whereon it was wounded, without 
hurt of other wild beasts in' the aforesaid park abtding ; so that, if they be 
footmen, they shall enter by some deer-leap or hedge ; and if they be 
horsemen, they shall enter by the gate, if it shall be open ; and otherwise 
■hall not enter before they wind their horn for the keeper, if he will come. 
And forther, the same earl hath granted for him and his heirs, that they 
for the future shall every year cause to be taken a brace of bucks in the 
buck-season, and a brace of does in the doe-season, and them cause to be 
delivered at the gate of the aforesaid park to any one of tha men of the 
aforesaid Roger de Somery and his heirs, bringing their letters patents 
for the aforesaid deer. The aforesaid earl hath also granted for him and 
his heirs, that they for the future shall make no park, nor augment the 
pork beyond the bounds of Ihe hunting-ground of the aforesaid Roger 
and bis heirs, besides tbeantient enclosures of the aforesaid forest. And 
the afoiesud Roger de Somery hath granted for him and his heirs, that 
they for the ftttore shall never enter the aforesaid forest to chase, save 
with nine bows and six hounds ; and that their forestry shall not carry 
in the wood of &.e aforesaid Roger de Somery and their heirs, barbed 
urowB, but [sagittas barbatas, sed pilettas]. And that his men oC 
Barwe and foresters, within the Octaves of St. Michael, at the Park ford, 
shall do fealty every year t* the bailiSs of the aforesud earl and his heirs 
and other things which to the aforesaid forest belong, according to the 
purport of the cyrograph between the aforesaid earls of Winchester and 
Anmdel before made. And this agreement is mads between the afore- 
said earl and the aforesdd Roger de Somery and his heirs, all the articles 
in the aforei^d cyrograph made between the aforesaid earls of Winches- 
ter and Arundel conttuned. And farther, the said earl hath granted for 
him and his heirs, that the one or two of the men of the aforesaid Roger 
da Somery and his heirs, who shall follow the aforesaid wild beast 
wounded, with the dogs pursuing it into the aforesaid park, with the 
aforesaid wild beast, whether they shall have taken it or not, may, with 
the aforesaid Aoga, freely and without hindrance, go out through the gate 
of the aforesaid park. And the aforesaid^earl and his heirs shall cauGc 
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Bome one of theii tervanti to give notice to tlie afbreiaid Roger de Somery 
uid hia heira at Barwe, on what day he Bh>ll aend ibr tlte aboveaaid deer 
to the afbieuid ploee at the aforewud times ; and thirnotioe the; ahall 
eause to be ^ven to them nz days before the aforeaaid day. In wilneaa 
whereof each to the othen writing hath pat to hia seal. And it is to be 
ebserred, that the time of buck-season [^tempna pengnedinia^ heie is com- 
pnted between the f^t of St. Peter ad Tinrala [Augoat lit] and the ex- 
haltation of the Holy Qroaa [Sep. 14th]; and the time of doe-seaeon 
[tempna finnstationiB] between the feaat of St. Martin and the puriflca^ 
tiou of the Dlesaed Viigin." 

Assodated in common ideoa with the name of Lady Jane Orey, ia the 
aupposition that her pietenaiona to the Crown woe altogether onfonnded ; 
bnt the following pedigree will prove that Lady Jane Grey atood in a 
position not far removed Erom the throne. 
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One of the chief beautiea of Mr. Pottei'a History of Chamwood, in o 
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«8timation, ii, tlut instead of OTUloading it with his own dMcr^ona : he, 
wbenerer the lumtive sdmita, tnuta to onfblding it hjr means of quota- 
tioM from old and coatemporaiy authors, who depict Incidents with a 
minateneH and an aii of tnitb with wMeh modern writers would vainly 
attempt to cope. He thus, fin instance, details the monmiiil circnm- 
■tances of faei execution, chiefijr from chrooiclers who lived near the era, 
or, possibly, witnessed the tragic scene. 

The ni^t before her execution, after having long been engaged in her 
devotiona, the X<ady Jane took up a Oieek Testament, and having atten- 
tively perused it Sat some time, she wrote, on some blank pages at the end, 
that " most godly and learned exhortation " to her sister. Lady Katherine, 
trhidi has justly been admired as one of the most surprising epistles ever 
penned by a penoB on the very ve^e of eternity. She also wrote alettsr 
to her fidher, full of tatdemess, respect, and auction, and having per- 
fonned this last sistarly and filial duty, she agtun knelt in prayer, and then 
sank into a tiaoquil sleep. 

Heylin thus describes her conduct on the last morrow : — " The &tal 
morning being come, the Lord Guilford earnestly desired the officers 
that ha might take bis fiucwell of her : which, though they willingly 
pomitted, yet upon notice of it she advised the contrary, assuring him 
that such a meeting would rathei add to his afflictions than increase tbat 
quiet wheiewith they bad possessed their souls for the stroke of death, 
• • • that it waa to be feared her presence would rather weaken than 
atrengthrai him; that he ought to take courage firom bis reason and 
derive constancy from his «wn heart ; that if his sool were not flira and 
settled, she could not settle it by her eyes, nor confirm it by her words ; 
that be should do well to remit this interview to the other world ; Uiat 
there, indeed, fiiendships were happy and unions undissolvable. * * * 
All she could do was to give him a &iewell out of a window as he passed 
towards the place of his dissolution." 

This farewell — the spectacle of hei husband's headless body, and all 
the otlier most mournful tzials of that hour, were enduied with a serenity 
and fortitade which Christian hope alone could impart. " She knew," 
she aud, " she was upon the point of meeting with him in a better 
conjuncture, where they should never find the like intermisnon of theii 
joys." 

Another writet thus depicts her dosing scene: — "The Lady Jane, 
whose lodging was in Master Partridge's house, did see his [her husband's} 
dead carcasse taken out of the cart as well as she did see him before alive 
going to his death — a sight, as might be supposed, to her worse than 
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deatli. B]r thii time was tliere a scaffold made npon t^ greene over 
against tlie White Tower, for the Ladie Jane to die upon, who being no- 
thing at all abashed, neither with fear of hir own death, which then 
approached, neither with the sight of the dead carcasse of her huEbaod 
when he was bronght to the chappell, come forth, the lieutenant leading 
Mr, with countenance noUiing abashed, neither hir eies anj' thing moistened 
-with teares, with a booke in her hand wherein a&e pnued tmtill she came 
to the said scaffi>ld, whereon she was monnted : this noble young ladie, 
as she was indued with singular pSta both of learning and knowledge so 
was she as mUd and patient as anie lamb at hir execution, and a little be- 
fote hei death uttered these words ; ' Goode people, I come hethet to die, 
and by lawe I am condemned to the same. The facte, indeede, agunst 
the Qoene's highnes was unlaw&l and the consenting thereunto by me : 
hat touching the procurement and datynt thereof by me, or on my halfe, 
I doo wash my hands thereof in innocencie before God and the &ce of 
you good Christian people this day.' (And therewith she wrung hir 
hands in which she had hir booke.) Then she sayd, ' I pray you all, 
good Christian people, to here me wytness that I dye a true Christian 
woman, and that I looke to be saved by none other mene, bat only by 
the mercy of God in the merites of the blood of his only sonne Jesus 
Christ : and I coufesaed when I dyd know the word of God I neglected 
the same, and loved myselfe and the world, and therefore this plage and 
pnnyshment is happely and worthel; happened unto me for my sinnet. 
And yet I thank Bod of his goodness that he hath thus given me a tyme 
and respect to repent. And now, good people, while I am alyve I praie 
you to assyst me with your praieis.' And then she knelyng down she 
turned to Fecknom, saying, ' Shall I say this psalm V And he said ' Yes.' 
Then she said the psalm of JdiieTert mm Zhug in English, in the most de- 
vout manner to the ende. Then she stoode up and gave hir mayde, Mistress 
Tylney, hir gloves and handkercher ; and hir booke to Maister Thomas 
Bridges, the lyveteuuite's brother. Forthwith she untyed hir gowne. The 
hangman went to hir to have helped her of therwith, then she desyred him 
to let her alone ; tnming towardes hii two gentlewomen who helped hir 
of therwith, and also hir frose paste and neckercher, geving to her a faire 
baadkerchet to knytte about hir eies. Then the hangman kneeled down 
and asked hir forgeveness, whome she foi^ve most willingly. Then he 
willed hir to stand upon the strawe, which doing she sawe the block. 
Then she said, ' I pray you dispatche me quickly.' Then she kneeled 
down, saying, ' Wil you take it of befbre I lay me down i ' And the 
hangman answered her, SNo, Madame* She tycd the kercher about hir 
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eiea ; then, feeUng for the blocke, Bud, ' What shall I do ? Where is it V 
One of the stauders'by guydinghir theninto, she layde hir head downe 
upon the blocke and stretched forth hir body, and eayde, * Lord, into thy 
handes I commend my spirite.' Thus perished, in the bloom of youth, 
this most amiable and gifted lady — on the 12th of FebruMy, 1544. * 

The deaths on the scaSbId of the Duke of Suffolk, and of his brother 
the Lotd Thomas Grey, were the closing scene of this moumAil tragedy. 
One brother. Lord John Orey, obtained pardon, and from him descended 
the subsequent Lords Grey of Groby — Earls of Stamford — in whose 
representative, the present Earl, Qroby and Bradgate now vest. The 
latter ancient hall continued to be the &mily seat, until the early part of 
the last century, when it was destroyed by fire, and leit in the state in 
which it now stands. The conflagration is thus described by Tbrosby : — 
" It is said of the wife of the Earl of Stamford, who last inhabited 
Bradgate Hall, that she set it on fire at the instigation of her sister, who 
then liTcd in London. The story is thus told : — Some time afler the 
Sari had married, he brought his lady to bis seat at Bradgate : her sister 
vrote to her, desiring to know bow she liked ber habitation, and the 
country she was in : the Countess wrote for answer, ' that the house was 
tolerable, that the country was a forest, and the inhabitants all brutes.' 
The sister, in consequence, by letter, desired ber to set fire to the house, 
Uid mn away by the light of it : the former part of the request, it is 
■aid, she immediately put in practice, and thus this celebrated and inter- 
esting mansion was consigned to the flames." In addition to the honour 
of being the birth-place of Lady Jane Grey, Bradgate could boast of a 
royal visit from King William III., who was entertained at its hospitable 
hall for several days. 

Connected with the noble bouse of Grey and their stately possessions, 
it may be by no means inappropriate to conclude with the following 
ballad, for which we are indebted to Mr. Potter : — 



* ■* Admiration or the life, and pi^ fbr the umnerited death of this extrsordinarj 
ladj, have been eTinced b7 the dioasands of pi^rimBgea to the place of her birth — 
jdlgrimsgcs which will be continaed while a love for what is greallj' good ahall aai- 
male British bosoms. For what bat the 'sweet memoiy' of Lad; Jane has inveded 
Bradgate with inch a charmf It is not confessedly the rains; it is not the oaks; or 
the sceneij of the park; it is maiolf the assodation cf the spot with the name of the 
ten-da;^ Qneen, whose character wili continue to be a (heme for praise, when ' (ta 
Bnmtitt' are fbrgoUen; and whoso fstc, in all gentle breast^ will be monmed 'till 
Kty's self be dead."— Pot raa'S " Charnwood." 
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Ijaattm or trnx Hoi,i Well. 

Tofl oaks of the Forest were aatumn-tioged. 
And the wind) were at sport with tbar learet. 

When a Muden travened the nigged roeka 
That Frown over Woodhonae Eavea. 

The rain M &« t abo heeded it oot— 

Though no hut or home appeaia j 
She scarcel J knew if the ftUing dropa 

Were rua-dtopa or her tears. 

Onward she hied through the Outwoodi dark— 
(And the OutWDoda were darker then :) 

She feared not the Forest's deep'ning gloom — 
She feared uohol; men. 

Lord Comjn'a scouts were in cloae pursuit, 
For Lord Com;n the maid had seen, 

And had mailed her mother's onlj child 
For his paramour, I ween. 

A whistle, ■ whoop, frcan the Bnix Hill's side 

Told Agnes her foes were nigh 
And screened by the clen of an aged oak 

She beard quick steps paaa by. 

Dark and dread fell that Autumn night ; 

The wind gusU fitful bkw : 
The thunder rattled : — the lightning's glare 

Shewed Beacon's crags to view 

The thunder neared — the lightning played 

Around that sheltering oak ; 
But Agnes, <^ nm, not God afraid, 

Shrank not at the lightning's stroke I 

The thunder passed— the ailverj moon 
Bunt forth from her cave of cloud. 

And shewed in the glen " red Comyn'a " moi, 
And she breathed a prayer aloud : — 
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" H^eii mother of God ! look down— 

Lirt to A maiden'* prsjer ; 
Keep undeflled my mother's aole child — 

The ipotleu an thj care." • • • • • 

The tun had not glinted on Beaaw's UUl 

Ek the Hennit of Holj Well 
Went fbrth to pnj, aa his wont each day. 

At the CroiB in Fa;re-oak delL 

Ten *tepi bod he gone from the green graaiy mound 

Still hntuning the Holy Well Hav, 
When itretched on the graaa — by the path be miut pa 

A statue-like fbnn be isw I 

He croBied himself once, he cn>ued himself twice, 

And be koelt by the corae in prayer : 
"Jeiu Marial cold as ice — 

Cdd— Cold— bat still how feit r 

The hermit npnused the atiSened fbmi 

And he bore to the holy well; 
Three Paters or more he muttered o'er. 

And he filled bis scallop sbelL 

He ^iokled the lymph on the maiden's &ce, 
And be knelt and he prayed at her side — 

Not a mionte's space bad he gued od her face 
Ere rigns of lift he B[ued. * * * * 

%)ring had invested the Chamwood oaks 

^th thar robe of glist'ning green, 
When on palfreys home, one smiling morn, 

At the Holy Well Haw irai seen 

A yoath and a lady, pasring &ir. 

Who asked for the scallop shell : 
A spaikling drau^t each fieely quafied. 

And they bleHed the Holy WelL 

They bleated that well, and they ftrrently blessed 

TbebdyHcmiittooi 
To that and to him they filled to the brim 

The scallop, and drank anew. 
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« Thankg, Father thanks to thii Well and tb-e " 

Siud the vouth, "but to Heav'a mott, 
1 owe the life of the furest wile 

That Chamwood'a bounds can boMt. 

" The bluBhing bride thou aeeit at my ride, 

(Three boon ago made mine) 
Ii ibe who fh>m death wai leatored to breatl 

By HeaveD'i own hand and thine. 

" The Phot rf Ulyeracroft made ua one, 

And we haitened here to tell 
How much we owe to kind HeaT'n and thee 

For the gift of the Holy Well 

" In proof of which— to the Holy Well Hb» 

I gi»e, aa a votire pft. 
From year to year three fallow deer, 

And the r^I of the challenge drift. 

" I give, beudes, of land two hides, 
To be marked ftom the Breedoo Brand ; 

To b« held while men draw from the Well in thb B*w 
A drmnght with the hollow hand." 

TIm Hennit knelt, and the Hermit roac. 

And breathed " Benedecite — " 
" And tell me," he aud, with a hand on each hea<^ 

" What faeav'n-ient pur I see P " 

"Tbia ia the lost De Ferrars' child. 

Who dwell at the Steward's Hay ; 
And, Father, my name — ^yet unknown to fame, 

la nmply Edwakd Gbet." 



dbyGoo<^le 



AUDUT EKV. 



fiutllts Cnlr, 

The magnificent seat of Lord Braybrooke, whether r^arded in reladon 
to its present splendour, or the haunting associatEons of its earlier pos- 
sessots, holda a foremost rank amongst ihe baronial halls of Great 

It is situated in the county of Essex, where, in the parish of Saffiron 
Walden, there was a manor anciently Tested in the Crown, aa well as an 
ahhey called Walden, appropriated by it at the dissolution, The two 
properties, when united, were granted by Henry VIII. to Sir Thomas 
Audley, who succeeded the illustrious Sir Thomas More in the tenure of 
ihe Great Seals ; and the whole estate has been, from the name of its new 
proprietor, henceforward called Audley End. The Chancellor, thus 
lewaided with spoils of the monastic corporations, the dissolution of 
which be had actively promoted, was in 15S8 raised to the peerage by the 
title of Baron Audley of Walden. 

Ma^aret Audley, his daughter and h«reas, mairied first, Lord Henry 
Dudley, younger brother to the husband of the Lady Jane Grey ; and 
afterwards, on his decease without issue, she became the second wife of 
Thomas Howard, fourth Duke of Norfolk. After the early death of his 
three wives, the latter nobleman entered into a treaty of marriage with 
Mary Queoi of Scots, when the blood whidi aspired to a throne flowed 
V|>on the block. Margaret Audley was thus successirely allied to the 
two most ambitions houses that speared during the dynasty of the 
Tudors, and which each in turn endeavoured to grasp a crown matri- 
monial. 

From the first marriage of the fourth Duke of Korfolk, the bearer at 
the present day of that illustrioua title is descended. Of the second mar- 
riage were two sons — ^William, the younger, ancestor of the Earls of 
Carlisle, and the Howards of Corby ; and Thomas, the elder, who, in- 
heriting from his mother the estate of Audley End, was, in consideration 
of his noble birth, and in reward of his naval services, summoned to Par- 
liament by Queen Elizabeth, as Baron Howard of Walden. 

As the bright but baneiul influence of the malignant star of the Scot- 
tish Queen had involved the house of Howard in ruin, James, through 
perhaps some sentiment of filial piety and gratitude, commenced his reign 
with a determination to le-establish it in surpassing honour ; and, as an 
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earnest of his intention, lie, on the 2 1 st of July, 1 60S, raiaed Lord Howaid 
to the title of Eail of Snffolk, and shortly afterwaida appointed him Lord 
High Chamheilain. In execution of the routine of his office, it was the 
Earl's duty to ascertain that the necessary prepaiationa were made for 
the opening of each seasios of Parliament ; hence, on the 4th of Novem- 
ber, 1005, he visited the houses of Parliament in company with Lord 
Monteagle, a letter to whom had ^ven the flnt intimation of the gun- 
powder plot; and then entering the cellars under them, and casting an 
apparently careless glance on the coal under which the barrels of gun- 
powder were concealed, he observed to Ouy Faukei, who wu present 
under the designation of Percy's servant, that his master had lud in an 
abtrndant provision of fuel. The next morning, a little after midnight, 
Fanket was arrested at the door of the vault. In 1618 the Earl of 
8uffi>lk was conatitated Lord High Treasmer of England ; but in about 
four yean more, having, as the fiither-in-law of the fUlen courtier, Robert 
Carr, Earl of Somerset, become obnoxious to the new &vourite, Buck- 
ingham, he was charged with pecolatian, deprived of his staff of office, 
and committed for a short period to the Tower, together with his Conn- 
tesa, to whose rapacity the ground afforded for this painful accusation has 
been principally ascribed. It was this Earl who erected the magnificent 
palace of Audley End, He died in 1626, leaving a large family. Of his 
younger children, his second son, Thomas, was created Earl of Berkshire, 
and is ancestor of the present Earl of Suffolk and Berkshire. His 
fifth son, Sir Robert, a gallant cavalier soldier, was but too notoriona 
in his own day for his intrigue with the Viscountess Puibeck, the beauti- 
fbl and ill-assorted daughter of Chief- Jostice Coke; and his dxth son, 
Edward, was created Baron Howard of Escrick. 

TheophUns, the eldest son of the first Earl of Suffolk, succeeded to 
the title and the chief mansion of his &ther, and had a son and successor, 
James, the third Earl, who, about the year 1668, sold the park and man- 
sion of Andley End to King Charles IL Henceforward this now royal 
palace often became the resort of the gay court of the witty monarch, the 
hereditary residences of whose ancestors had, in several instances, been 
destroyed during the wars of the Commonwealth. Earl James left at 
his decease two daughters, the coheirs of the barony of Howard of Wal- 
den. His earldom of Suffolk passed successively to his surviving younger 
brothers, and then renuuned for some time with the descendants of the 
youngest of them. 

The purchase money of Audley End was £S0,O0O, and of this £20,000 
was left in mortgage on the estate, and continued unpud at the Revolu- 
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tkm. In 1701, therefore, the demesne was conveyed back again to the 
family of Howard ; and the fifth Eail of SnffoUc, on lecdving it, relin-' 
qnished hia claim upon the Crown for the remainder of the debt. His 
descendant, the tenth Earl, died without issue in 1738; when the earidom 
deTolved on his distant cousin, Henry Bowes Howard, fonrth Earl of 
Berkshire. 

But the estates of Audley End were desdned to take a difibrent direc- 
tion. Th^ pomesaon was disputed between the second Earl of Effing- 
ham, who claimed nndei a settlement in his Eavonr, ezecnted, after suffer- 
ing a recovery, fay the seventh Earl of Suffolk ; and the heir of the two 
daughters of the third Earl of Sufiblk ; and as it turned out that the 
seventh earl was only tenant for life of the property, the conits of law 
rejected the title of him whom he had nominated. The snccessftal 
claimants on the part of me of these dan^ters, the Lady Essex Howard, 
wife of Lord Griffin, were the Hononrable Elizabeth Griffin, married 
first to Henry Neville Grey, Esq., and secondly, to the Earl of Forts- 
mouth, and her sister Ann, wife of William Whitwell, Esq. It is not 
here necessary to render the history more complicated, by noticing the 
heir of the second daughter of Lord Sufiblk. 

Lady Portsmouth had no issue by either of bet husbands ; hut Hrs. 
Whitwell had a son, in whose favour the abeyance of &e baiony of 
Howard of Walden was terminated, and who acquired the inheritance of 
his aunt and his mother. This Lord Howard had no chlldien ; and con- 
sequently, in eonsideration that his mother was sprung, through her 
maternal grandmother, &om the ancient and historic stock of Neville, he 
succdriiilly used his influence to procure for himself another barony, 
that of Biayfarooke, with a remainder to his relative, Richard Neville, 
whose father, Richard Aldworth, Esq., maternally descended from the 
house of Neville, had assumed its name. 

On the death of Lord Howard, which took place m 1797, Richard 
Neville, who bat just been mentioned, succeeded to his kinsman's title, 
as second Lord Bnybrooke, and, under a previous arrangement witli the 
deceased peer's only surviving sister and heir, the wife of the Rev. Dr. 
Parker, Rector of St. James's, Westminster, obtMned immediate posses- 
sion of the mansion and unentwled portion of the estate. The other 
part his lordship sucueeded to, at the decease s. p. of the same lady, who 
had assumed the surname of Griffin. Richard, second Lord Braybrooke, 
married Catherine, daughter of the Ri^t Honourable George Gren- 
ville, herself deducing a maternal pedigree from Theophilus, second Earl 
of Suffolk, one of the ancient proprietors of her husband's seat. By this 
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lady he had iBSue, Richard, the present Lord Braybiooke, who, by the 
composition of an interesting and el^antly-wiitten quarto volume, on 
the history of Audley End and its ancient possessors, has evinced his 
detp interest in all the ennobling associations connected with the vener- 
able mansion which has so aospiciously devolved upon him. 

The honse, we have already mentioned, was erected by the first Earl 
of Suffolk, who on its construction is said to have expended about 
£190,000, a stupendous sum, if we consider the scarcity of money is 
that age. The name of Bernard Jansen and John Thorite are competi- 
tors for the fame of its architect ; but those who have most attentively 
investigated the matter incline towards the latter. 

For the appearance it wore in 1654 we will quote the high authority 
of John Evelyn — " It is," says the author of the Sylvse, " a miyed 
fabric between ancient and modem, but observable for its being com> 
pletely finished, and is one of the stateliest palaces in the kingdom. It 
consists of two courts, the first very large, winged with cloisters. . . . 
It has a bowling alley, and a nobly well-walled wooded paik< The river 
(Granta) glides before the palace, to which is an avenue of lime trees ; 
but all this is much diminished by its being placed in an obscure bottom. 
For the rest, it is a perfectly uniibrm structure, and shews without like 
a diadem by the decorations of the cupolas and other omaroents on the 
pavilions." 

The architecture of the time of James I., like the mind of the reigning 
monarch, allowing some intrusion of classic decoration, still retained 
much of the Gothic. Thence we meet with the huge muUioned windows, 
occupying a considerable proportion of the sides of the house, and occo- 
Honally a profiision of elaborate stone tracery, grotesqne, yet beantifUl, 
like the wreathings of some sncient illuminated manuscript, while in the 
centre of fhe building appear columns surmounted with Grecian 
capitals. 

This vast pile has, in the lapse of time, been subjected to considerable 
alterations and curtailments ; but it has for the most part been treated 
with that taste and consideration which seems to have been transmitted 
to the present Lord Brayfarooke, together with the noble estate on which 
it is his fortune to be able to display it. 

Scattered through the rooms ore many interesting portEaits ; some of 
them likenesses of the ancient possessors of the domain. Amongst these 
will be viewed with interest that of Lord Chancellor Audley, by Holbein, 
and of his daughter, the Duchess of Norfolk, who, if Lucas de Heere 
were no flatterer, had other attractions besides her broad lauds. 
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ViFton V»A, near Bnlbrrton, domtMtt, 

" Here lawne extend that Bconi Arcsdian pride, 
Aod brighter streaniB than famed By daspis glide." — Goldsmith. 

SojiEBSETSHiRE b not unlnown in Btoiy, and till within late yean 
the Temoteness of its geographical position caused both the county 
and its inhabitants to retain much of what was primitive in sceueiy, in 
dialect, and in manners. In tbia county the glorious banner of tbe Cron 
was first planted, and the piety of holier times is here found in frequent 
and melancholy contrast with the destructive intolerance of religious 
fanaticism. Many beautiful and interesting ruins attest this — Glaston- 
bury, the PaUce at Wells, the Abbey of Cleve, &c. &c. The wild ex- 
citement of the people, and the eager avarice of a capricious ^rant, 
involved in a blind and fatal destruction edifices and institutions which 
might have been purged of any existing follies or misdeeds, and, by a 
judicious reformation and reconstruction, have been saved for the public 
weal, and remained to this day memorials of the enlightened benevolence 
of our ancestors, and the respectful graritude of their posterity. Pasnng 
by, however, these considerations, and the many striking historical events 
connected with Somerretshire, from the concealment of Alfred in the 
Isle of Axholme, to the battle of Sedgemoor, we will confine 
this article to a short description of one of those ancient homea 
which may be well said to bear out Falstaff's speech to Justice 
Shallow, " You have here a goodly dwelling and a rich." The estate of 
Fixton and its dependant manors were formerly parcel of the extenuve 
domains of the Acland family, now so worthily represented by the re- 
spectable and highly respected Baronet of Kellerton, Sir Thomas Dyks 
Acland. The second Earl of Carnarvon, of the illustrious linesgn of 
Herbert, married in 179^, Elizabeth Kitty, daughter and sole heiress of 
Colonel John Dyke Acland, eldest son of Sir Thomas Acland, Bart., but 
the Colonel dying before his father, the title, with the Kellerton estates, 
devolved on the present Baronet, and the Pixton portion became the 
inheritance of the Countess of Carnarvon, and is now in the possession of 
her son, the present Earl. This beautiful and interesting property pos- 
sesses so many charms, retains such dd associations, there is so much of 
salubrity and exhilaration about its healthy uplands and its echoing 
vales, that the attachment of every member of the family to this spot is 
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not to be wondered At, and it u in thin lovely retreat that the present 
noble proprietor spenda a portion of bis time every rear, in that ctdm and 
pladd retirement >o congenial to minda imbued with the love of naturei 
and anxious for literaty eaM and leinire. Part of the old gabled mannon 
wai pulled down hy the late Earl, and the plain and unadorned structure 
which took iti place, standing boldly out tm an abrupt eminence com- 
manding the TaUey of the Barle, and sheltered and surrounded bj deep 
woods of ancient oak, is, particularly as you ^proach it from the south- 
east, at once striking and jnctureaque. The load from Tiverton to Dul- 
verton passes through the domain, and after founding the base of £ller»- 
down, it enters a beautiful and spreading vale, now winding through 
dark recesses of ancestral groves, now emerging on the steep banks of the 
Barle, which, in a wild and rapid torrent, pouiv its giant might over 
ledges of opposing rock, foaming and roaring in its course. 

The general aspect of this district is hilly ; the eminences are rounded, 
seldom presenting any romantic formations, in the distant outlines; many 
are cultivated to the very summit, whereas some, particularly as you i^ 
proadi the wilds of Esmoor, present tracks of heathland as far as the eye 
can reach. The park of Pixtoa is of a peculiar character, wild, steept 
and undulating. As seen from the mansion, nothing can be more pictu- 
resque. To the left is a rising bank, studded with beeches and groves of 
fir ; in front, the ground falls into a romantic glen, the favourite resort of 
herds of fallow deer, which, reposing in this sheltered tpot, shew their 
"forked heads" above the luxuriant fern, or graze in groups along the sunny 
glades. This is a lovely spot, refreshing to the eye to gaie upon. The 
ancient thorn, the fantastic oak, the leafy chesnut, aid with their charms 
this forest scene, and constitute a forq^ronnd oftener described than wit- 
nessed. From this glen the ground again rising eastward loses itself in a 
grove of majestic oaks; while to the right, and far below, is the lovdy 
vale of the Barle, with its verdant meads, its murmuring waters, and ita 
banpng woods. 

It is an unusual peculiarity of this fine property, that it is intersected 
and watered by no less than three rivers of some magnitude, the £xe, 
the Barle, and the Haddeo, each flowing through its own valley, and each 
possessing its peculiar attractions and characteristics. The Exe, rising 
in the neighbouring Forest of Kzmoor, flows through a delicious and well- 
cultivated vale, washing in its course the now scanty and ivied ruins of 
an ancient Priory,* about two miles above Pixton, till suddenly arriving at 

* A graat portion of the minj of this manutic house were remoTtd by a neigh- 
boniing proprietor, and lued to bnild a smmner-honse on the hill ahove. 
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Exebridge, to the wuth it punuei iti coune by Tiverton and Exeter to 
the aea. The Barle, riling in the same direction, is, aa we before stated, 
a swift and lestleu stream, fordngits way through narrow vallies amid c^ 
poiing rocks, till, after passing the town of Dulverton, it unites its waten 
with the Exe, at the point where it quits the Piston domain. Among 
the bleak hills where this liver takes its rise, is the remote parish of 
Hawkridge, the road to which is a mere mountain path, but leading through 
a succesmon of fine and varied scenery, such as, once seen, can never be 
foi^tten. Perhaps one of the wildest and most pictureique spots in thii 
county is to be found in this district, at the point where the rapid DaneV 
brook, pouring its waters from the distant moors, unites with the Barle. 
An isolated eminence standing boldy apart from the precipitous hillt 
around, and covered with wood to its very summit, here parts the streams 
till they join at its eastern base, and then, in one long and beautiful 
reach, pursue their way through rocks and overhanging woods till they 
approach the old tower of Dulverton Church, rising from its glassy slope 
above the surrounding buildings. 

But the Haddeo, or, as the inhabitants term it, the Haddon Veo,* is 
the glory of the Pixton domain. From its source to its junction with 
the Exe, it rarely, if ever, leaves the property, and the varied scenes of 
tranquil beauty and almost savage wildness through which it passes are 
far beyond our bounds to describe. The road from the little hamlet of 
Berry skirts, " the extremest verge of the swift brook," sometimM 
hemmed in by thick copses of primeval oak, sometimes opening out in 
view of the wild heathery summits of Haddon, and it presents during 
its whole course, to the admiring traveller, scenes of beauty and interest 
certainly not surpassed in this or even in the adjoining county. This 
district is the resort of the few herds i^ red-deer that yet survive the 
modern law of extinction. These last tenants of the ancient free warren 
and free chase, c^ once " merrie En^ande," are seen occasionally at early 
mom, or dewy eve, to wend their way slowly and cautiously down the 
steep mdes of this narrow vale to quench their thirst and bathe their 
dappled skins " in the swift brook that brawls along the wood." Here, 
under the shade of "melancholy boughs," they drink and lave their 
panring sidest and, as if conscious that their hours are numbered, and 
tbenz kingdom all but lost, they are startled at the least sound, and 
hastily seek the covert of those tangled brakes, which ere long are 
probably destined to destruction for the purposes of what we suspect 
may in the end prove but a profitless cultivation. The care with which 

'Yte u donbtlesf a coirttption of the word (m; (hewiag Norman occopatioD. 
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these interetting remnonti of a fomier age are preseiTed and cherished 
hy the noUe owner, it alike creditable to hii principlei and hu Uste. 
But legidation soon will do its work, and all that still remains of the 
■cenery and mannen of tporta of other dajs will soon be swept awaj 
before the utilitaiian notion! of the present age. This was the countj 
of wonderful exploits in flood and field, when the hardy proprietors of 
these dales turned out to hunt the deer ; and many a tale of mairellouB 
feats still lingers round the Christmas hearth, and cbeen the long evenings 
in the moorland farm' Fresh inclosures, however, are rafndlj driving 
the deer to their wildest and remotest haunts, and like the aborigines of 
other lands, they will soon only live in rural tradition. The ttaghounds 
were, if we are correctly informed, for many years a kind of heir-loom 
at Pixton, and the bold Adands were ever foremost in promoting the 
sport and protecting the game. The branching antlers of many a nohle 
buck now grace the ball, and to each of these there is probably some 
wild tradition attached, which ere long will sound incredible to degen- 
erate ears. How tax the annihilation of these hardy sports, and of the 
constant intercourse and kindly feelings thus promoted between the 
lords of the soil and their tenants and dependents, will result in a 
better sociil system, we doubt. We view with sorrow not unmingled 
with anxiety, the mighty changes which are taking place in the various 
relations of social life, and we feel how much all the manlier, confiding, 
and more generous qualities of the English character are yielding to the 
i^irit of an all-pervading selfishness, and tke love of money. Lovely 
Pixton I long may thy heathy hills and woodland slopes, thy gntssy 
vales and teeming brooks, retain the character of bye-gone days — long 
may thy hardy peasantry revere their lord, and find in him, as heretofore, 
their benefactor and their friend— may the simple habits and primitive 
feelings of thy people know no change but what a more confiding faith, 
more rural knowledge, may confer— and may thy remote and peaceful 
dales never be viuted with the Uight of that modem culture, which 
teaches men to feel the inequalities of lif^ but gives no princqiles to bear 
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Valf Bo^al, <lt}fti^iti. 

" Ah, then most happy, if th; vale betow 
Wash, with the crystal coolneaa of ita rilla. 
Some moulderiag Abbej^'s iry-veated wall." — MAaoN. 

Thk Monaatery of Vale Royal owed its origin to the piety rf Edward, 
eldeat eon of King Henry III. Tradition asserts that the Prince, on hit 
return from an expedition to the Holy Land, was on the point of sufier- 
ing shipwreck in a dreadful storm, when he made a vow to the Vir^ 
that if she interposed her aid for the preservation of himself and his crew, 
he would found a Convent for a hundred Monks of the Cuterdan Order. 
The vow, continues the Chronicle of Vale Royal, was instantaneously 
accepted, the vessel righted itself and was miraculously brought into port : 
the sailors disembarked, and the Prince landed last of all ; the divine 
protection then terminated, and every fragment of the wreck vanished under 
the waters. Without further reference to this traditionary tale of super- 
stition, certain it b that Edward, shortly after his accession to the throne, 
planted a colony of the Demhall Monks, at Vale Royal, and himself laid 
the first stone of the Monastery on the site of the High Altar. A bril- 
liant cont»urse of nobles encircled the Monarch, and the Queen herself 
participated in the ceremony. 

The veracious chronicler of Vale Royal does not allow this memorable 
occasion to pass without comment and monkish fable ; he boldly assert! 
that, for ages before, on the Festivals of the Virgin, amidst the solitude 
that then reigned on its future site, the shepherds had heard music and 
celestial voices, and had seen occasumal radiance that changed the dark- 
ness to day ; and he further declares that old people, who had lived at the 
building of the fabric, had seen the holy pile from turret to foundation 
stone, glittering in the night with a miraculous illumination, visible to the 
rest of the country at a surprising distance. 

But the Abbey of Vale Royal was intrinsically too gran d to require these 
artificial adornments. For nearly three centuries it exhibited a state of vast 
splendour end power; its Abbot held a position equal to that of many 
principal barons. Like them he had his Seneschal, and his under Seneschal; 
the ordinary law of his court was administered by a coroner and the 
bailiffs of Over and Weverham, in whom a capital jurisdiction was vested 
He had his Page to attend upon him in the Abbey, and his Pallreyman to 
hold the reins of his horse on his Joumies, in which he appears to have 
travelled with a powerful retinue, and to have been attended by consider- 
able families of the county. 
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At the diaolution of the Monuteriei, VhU Rojal was granted to 
Sir Thomu Hdcroft, (second son of John Holcroft, of Holcnrft,} 
a luccessful courtier who acquired bb fortune b^ his aituadon of 
esquire of die body to King Henry VIII., and was one of the Cheshire 
gentlemen who received Knighthood at Ldth, in 1544. In his family, 
the beautiful lands cHf tbe dissolved Religious House remained vested 
two generations, and were sold in I6l6f to Mary, Lady Cbolmonde' 
ley, widow nf Sir Hu^ Chahnondeky, ot Cbcdmondeley, and daughter of 
Christopher Holford, Esq., of Holfbrd. This richly portioned heiress had 
the honour of a vidt from King James I., in l6l 7, and ever after bore tbe 
designation of " The Bold Ladie of Cheshire," which the Monarch bad ^iplied 
to her. Befening to tbe Royal coming, the White Gate Register records, 
that " on the SIst daye of Auguste, being Thursdaye, King James came 
to Vale Royale, and there kept his Court until Mondaye after." 

Lady Cholmondeley survived, until I5th August, 16S5, when hjr In- 
quisition, she appears to have died, nesed, inter alia, " of the nte 
of the late dissolved Monastery o£ Vale Royal," and to have given 
it to her fourth son, Thomas Cholmondeley, Esq. This gentleman, a 
stanch Royalist, was distinguished in the great dvil war, and, after many 
privadons, had to compound for £450. His son, TuoMsa CeouiONnBiiBT, 
Esq., of Vale Royal, High Sheriff of Cheshire, at the Reatoratimi, was 
included in the list of those on whom it was intended to confer the order 
of the Royal Oak. He married in 1684, Anne, eldest daughter of Sir 
Walter St. John, Bart., of Battersea, and by her was father of Chaslbs 
Choluondblex, Esq., of Vale Royal, M.P. for Cheshire, whose grand- 
son, the present possessor of ibis broad domain, is Thomas Cholmondeley, 
Babon Delaurbb. 

The mansion of Vole Royal, as it now stands, consists ot a centre with 
two projecting wings of red stone. Of tbe oripnal Abbey there is 
nothing remaining save a few doorways in the offices, but much of the 
portion erected by the Holered may still be traced. The most strilung 
feature in the edifice is tbe Great Hall ; a magnificent apartment, seventy 
feet in length, with a coved roof, supported by carved ribs of oak in the 
style of the seventeenth century, and superior to most College halls. 

During the Civil Wars, the Cbolmondleys of Vale Royal were very active 
in support of the Royal cause, and consequentlv suffered severely. A de- 
tachment from General Lambert's army, then engaged in heuegingBeeston 
Castle, plundered their residence, and after stripping it of every valuable 
article of decoration or furniture, burnt one of the wings, which appeared to 
have been the refectory of the Abbey, from the marks on the bare walls, which 
were standing till within these few years. With this event, tradition has 
connected tbe singular tale of the household beingfor some time solely sup- 
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ported hy the null of a white cow, which had found meana to eacape front 
the soldien, who had aeixed and were conveTuig her to their camp with 
the other cattle. Whatever might be the truth, it ii certun that her poa^ 
terity has been preserved from feeUngi of gratitude, and white cows with 
red ears, of the very same breed, are (till kept at Vale RoyaL 

The Bpartmenti of the present maiudon exhibit a great numlier 
of family and other portraitij lome of them of distinguished merit: 
Among tbe latter are Chableh tbb First and James thb Sbcomd, bjr 
Sir Peter Lelj ; the Gbbat Dose of Sombssbt, by Reubens ; the Eabl 
OF'LoNDOKDXRBT, and his Bister Mn.CHOi.iiOMDELK(; Goremor Pitt; 
Sib Lionel and Ladt Tollbmaohbj Lady Salibbdbt, his mother; 
and tbe last Sib Hugh CHOLifONDBi.Br ; the latter is a full-length in 
green armour, painted on board, and placed at the end of the gallery 
called Sir Hugh's. Here also is a rery curious painting on wood of 
Charles tbe First putting on his cap previous to his decollation : this was 
executed by Deniers, 1649. Another painting represents Mr. John Tho- 
HAaiNE, the celebrated writing-master of Tabvin ; many specimens of 
vrhoae beautiful penmanship are preserved here : he lived in tbe ttunily. 
The library is very large and valuaUe : among its most choice rarities are 
nmtingt called " The Propheda of Nixon," the famous Cheshire Prophet : 
these are preserved with the greatest care, no stranger being permitted to 
see them. 

A few words referring to this extraordinaiy man — "The Prophet" 
Nixon — will not inappropriately terminate this sketch of the reDdenoe 
of his patrons. 

In a pamphlet published at Chester, purpmting to contain his ori^nal 
predictions, it is said that he was bom at a farm called Bridge House, in 
the parish of Over, near New Church, and not far from Vale Royal, in 
the year 1467 i but in the account of bis life, written by John Oldmison, 
Esq., he is affirmed to have lived in the reign of James the FirsL The 
latter assertion is most consonant to the general history with which tradi- 
tion has accompanied the narration of his prophedes ; but if actually true, 
it destroys the validity of various prophetical speeches that have been 
attributed to him, and, by a natural consequence, throws a shade of con- 
siderable doubt over the whole ; yet whatever opinion may be entertained 
1^ many on this subject, it is certain that numbos of the inhalntants of 
Cheshire have given the most unlimited credit to tbe predictions of their 
oracular countryman. His infancy and boyhood are reported to have been 
only remarkable for expressing a heavy and sluggish apprehension, which 
bordered on stupidity. So feeble, indeed, was bis intellect, that even 
the most common etnidoyments of husbandry could not be taught Mm 
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without considentble fodgue. Aa bii yean increased he became di«dii- 
guitlied for stubbomneH of duporition and sulleD tacituniity. His man- 
ners were rude and cloimish, his appetite voradousj his figure unpleasing, 
and bia voice harsh ; though the latter defect was not often perceive)), 
the cacoethu toquendi seldom influencing his cmiTenation to a greater 
extent than jiet aud no. 

Trained to the lowest occupations of rustic labour, he never soared to 
a higher ntuation than that of a rustic ploughman : here his attain- 
ments centered ; and with anj other subject, excepting at the times when 
inspiration issud to have guided him, he was as little acquainted as the 
clod be was employed to etrltivate. On these occadons, tradition affirms 
that be q>ake with more than customary intelligence ; but as soon as the 
unknown power that propelled bim to discourse had ceased to operate, he 
elapsed into mental imbecility, and driveling idiotism. Previous to the 
utterance of his prophedes, he generally fell into a trance ; and whatever 
means were employed to awaken his dormant energies, he remained flied 
and insensible, till the bodily paroxysm had abated, <tf the nature, or even 
of the presence, of which he appears to have had no acquaintance. 

Some mystical expressions, which he littered on recovering from one of 
the fits, and of which the wliole nd^hourhood rang with fulfilment, oc- 
casioned him to be noticed by Thomas Cholmondeley, Esq., of Vale 
RoyaL This gentleman had taken him into his house, and intended 
to have had him educated ; but his Ignorance proved too powerful for the 
aits of tuition to remove, and he was sufiered to pursue the occupation of 
guiding oxen to the plough, to which his capadty seemed only adapted. 

While in this family, he is said to have predicted many things that were 
soon afterwards actually fulfilled; and others that were not to be accom- 
plished till after the expiration of many years : among the latter events 
were the dvil wars, the death of Charles the First, the Restoration, and 
tka Revolution. 

In the lives of Nixon above alluded to, are various detached particulars 
connected with the literal fulfilments of several of his prophecies, and par- 
ticularly of those which more immediately related to the Cholmondeley 
family. To those we can only refer, aa they involve too many orcum- 
stances to be introduced into the present sketch, and might also be mis- 
understood, unless we had sufficient space to enter into on extended ex- 
amination of the difierent relations. The fame attendant on his supposed 
prescience, was the cause of his being sent for to the Court of James the 
First, who wished to convenie with the man that potisessed such extraordi- 
nary powers. Nixon was unwilling to attend, declaring that his reason for 
reluctance was, the certainty of being tlarved, should he be obliged to 
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comply with the Monarch's eommftDd. The plea seemed founded on an 
event too improbable to be credited, and he was forced to visit the palace, 
where the King assigned him a statioD in the Ulchen, that he might no 
longer be in fear of perishing with hunger. This, however, is tiaid to have 
really happened ; for the King having departed suddenly for Hampton 
Court, at a time when Nixon, for Home mischievous prank, was locked up 
in a closet, he was entirely forgotten for three days, at the expiration of 
which he was found lifeless, being literally starved to death. 

Kaaitts, feaitU. 
B01.1KBBOKB : Wbat I will not this Castle yield F 
PsBcr : The Caatle royally is maoo'd 
Agaiost the eatnuice. 



OuB great civil war of the seventeenth century — the hard-fought contest 
of the Cavaliers and Roundheads — exhibits in a marked degree the supe- 
riority of the English character over that of other European nations. 
The conflict wan boldly waged on the battle-field : the nobles rallying 
round the throne, fought with a devotion tliat set at nought all considera' 
tions of personal advantage, and with a gallantry that recalled the early 
ages of chivalry. The " rebel Commons," deserve, too, their meed of 
praise ; they drew the sword in vindication of what they deemed the 
liberties of their country, and they sheathed it not, until they had placed 
those Eberties on a firm constitutional basis. Yet, in all the rancour en- 
gendered by these animoaties, and amid all the ill-feeling that civil war 
never fails tocall forth, no deed of premeditated vengeance — no blood spilt 
on the scaffold when the battle strife was hushed, sullied the fair fame of 
«ther party. Englishmen, be their political opinions what they may, 
recall those stirring times with a sensation of national pride and pleasure. 
The active loyalty c^ a Langdale, a Falkland, a GranviUe, and a Pawlet, 
and the stem patriotism of a Hampden, a Cromwell, a Waller, or a Fair- 
&x, are alike applauded, and alike combine to render the pages of our 
history, which narrate their achievements, a highly honorable episode in 
the world's annals. Weak, indeed, must be the nationality of an English 
reader, who can peruse the record without experiencing a sentiment of 
honest exultation at the s[nrit and energy that pervaded the whole war. 

Instances of the most brilliant as well as the most desperate examples 
of bravery, both in public and private encounters occurred during the pro- 
gress of the stru^le : the nerve of England was strained to the utmost, 
and mighty, indeed, were its efforts. The great bottles— the two New- 
burys, Marstou Moor, Edge Hill, and Rowton Heath, require but to be 
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named : thdr detailj are familial to aU. - The minor nDiitesU, how- 
ever — conteata of equal, though more cireumaciibBd, daring — have a 
peculiar and perbapa a more attractive intereit. HiitoiT ia seldom so 
amuaing aa whan, descending from the lofty regions of general description, 
it dwells for a moment on some ancient place or renowned individual, ex- 
cluding as it were the world's vast prospect, and limiting our sight to the 
less eztennve, but more clearly defined view of some favored spot. These 
few cursory remarks on the days of English loyalty and English revolt, 
have been suggested by the subject before us — the old fortress of Basbg, 
one of the most determined in its reuitance to the Parliamentary 

Bamng is a considerable village in Hampshire, about two miles north- 
east from Ba&ngstoke. The name is Saxon, and signifies a coat of mail ; 
to which it is said the place once bore some resemblance, referring perhaps 
to its military strength. That it was, previously to the Conquest, a place of 
more importance than Basingstoke, there is no reason to doubt, from the 
Saxon addition of stoke (tn' hamlet) added to the latter. Baaing's first 
military glory dates from the memorahle battle fought between the Danes 
and the Saxons, commanded by King Ethelred and bis brother Alfred, in 
the year S71, in which the latter were defeated. It became still more 
famous, however, for the gallant stand made against the forces of the 
Parliament, in the reign of Charles the First, by John Pawlet, Marquis of 
Winchester, a lineal deacendant of Hugh de Port,* Lord of Basing, who, 
at the period of the Doomsday Survey, held fifty-five lordships in Hamp- 
shire. Basing, the head of these extensive possesaons, appears to have 
been very early the ate of a castle, as mention of the land of the old castle 
of Ba^ng occurs in a grant made by John de Port to the nei^bouring 
priory of Monk's Sherborne, in the reign of Henry the Second. William, 
his grandson, assumed the name of St. John ; and Robert, Lord St. J<^n, 
in the forty-third of Henry the Third, obtained a license to fix a pole 
upon the bann of his moat at Basmg, and also permission to continue it 
so fortified during the King's pleasure. In the time of Richard the 
Second, Baaing, with other estates of this family, was transferred by 
marriage to the Poynings; and again. In the rime of Henry the Sixth, 
to the Pawlets, bj the marriage of Cooitance, heiress of the former, with 
Sir John Pawlet, of Nunny Castle, in Somersetshire. 

Sir William Pawlet, Knt., third in descent from this alliance, created 

* It appears (hat Eagh de Fort, Lord of Bo^g, held at lust two manora^ Cards* 
ford and Eschetmie, by mheritsnce from hi* anccators, before the Conqnest; ha 
took the habit of a monk at Wincheiter. His son, Henry da Port, Lord of Banng. 
was bnried at Cerosio in Normandy. 
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Baron St. John, of Baaing, t^ Hemy the Ei|^th, and Earl of Wiltiliira 
and Marquia of ^^^ochester by Edward the Sixth, was a very polished 
nobleman, and greatly in favor at court tbrougb most of the successive 
changes that occurred in the reigns of Henry the Eighth, Edward the 
Sixth, Marjj and Elisabeth. He held the office of treasurer nearly 
thirty years.* Being asked how be contrived to maintain his situa- 
tion in such perilous times, wherein so many great changes hod taken 
place in church and state, he answered, " By being a willow, and 
not an oak." He rebuilt the castle at Basing in a magnificent and even 
princely style ; so much lo, indeed, diat Camden, in allusion to the vast 
expense of living entailed on his family hj its splendour, observes, that 
"it was so overpowered by its own weight, that his posterity have been 
forced to puU down a part of it." 

Here King Edward the Sixth honoured the Marquis of Win- 
chester with his presence, for four days. King Philip and Queen 
Mary, whom the Marquis had accompanied to Winchester after their 
marriage, were also entertuned at Baaing for five days. Here, also, 
in the year 1560, his lordship received Queen Elizabeth with "all good 
cheer," and so much to her satisfaction, that she playfully lamented his 
great age ; " for, by my troth," said the delighted soverdgn, " if my 
lord treasurer were but a young man, I could find in my heart to have 
him for a husband before any man in England." The Marqueta died 
in 1572, at the age of 97, having lived to see 103 of his own immediate 
descendants; he was buried in Boang church. 

William, his great grandson, and fourth Marquis of Winchester, had 
likewise, in the year 1601, the honor of baviog Queen Elizabeth for a 
guest, and that for a period of " thirteen days, to the greate charge of 
the sayde Lorde Marquease." During her Majesty's sojourn, the Duke of 
Biron, accompanied by about twenty of the French nolulity, and a retinue 
of nearly four hundred persons, were lodged at the Vine, the seat of 
Lord Sandys, which house had been purposely furnished with hangings 
and plate frtnn the Tower and Hampton Court, " and with seven score 
beds and furniture, which the willing and obedient people of the coun- 
tiie of Southampton, upon two dayes' warning, had brou^t in thither to 
lend the Queene." When Elisabeth departed from Basing, she affirmed 
that " she had done that in Hampshire that none of her ancestors ever 
did, neither that any Prince in Chrittendome could doe : that was, she 
had in her progresses, at her subjects' houses, entertained a royal ambas- 

* He U nid to have Isft ammnseript account of his lifb; and alio gave a particnlu 
detail of tli*iieg«(rfBonlognf, wherebe was goe of tin principal commanden. 
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ntlor, and had rojBllr entertttiaed him." This Marquis died in 1 628, at 
Hawkwood, now Hacknood, the pment seat of his deKeodanta. 

John, hia aon, the liftb Marquis of Winchester, was the brave noble- 
man who rendered his name illustrious bj his gallant defence of Baaing 
House, in the cause of Charles the Fint, during a tedious siege and 
blockade, or rather a succesnon of them, with short intermissions, con- 
tinued upwards of two years. 

The noble mansion of Banng was built upon a rising ground, and 
was surrounded with a brick rampart, which was lined with earth, and 
all encompassed with a dry ditch. Basing House va not to be confounded 
with the castle ; to the east of which it ia situated at a imall distance, 
■ome remains of the foundations still exuting. 

In the beginning of the Civil Wars, this garrison much distressed the 
Parliamentarians by the command it hod of the western road, insomuch 
that it was several times heueged by their forces under Colonel Norton, 
Colonel Morley, and Sir William Waller, who greatly distressed, but 
could not take it. The Marquis dedared, that " if the King had no 
more ground in England than Bamng House, he would hold it out to 
the extremity." At first there were none but the Marquis's own family, 
and one hundred musqueteers from Oxford, but afterwards the King sup- 
plied him as occasion required. To inspire the garrison with courage, and 
perseverance in the resolute contest, he wrote with a diamond in every 
window " Lore Loyalty ;" for which reason the house was called Loyalty 
House, and the words in French, Aimee Ijoyaulle, afterwards became the 
motto of the family arms, as they are to the present day. 

The investment commenced in August, 1643 : the first material assaults 
were made by Sir William Waller, (called from his former successes, 
William the Conqueror,) who thrice, within nine days, attempted to take 
it by storm, with 7000 men, but was repulsed, and obliged to retreat with 
great loss to Famham, 

The final investment of Baring House appears to have been undertaken by 
Cromwell. W^n the king's cause declined everywhere, Oliver, coming 
with bis victorious troops out of the west, attacked Basing House, and 
■0 vigorously pushed on the siege, that the Royalists saw it Impossible for 
them to hold out as they had formerly done,and thereupon desired a pariey; 
but the General was resolved to chastise them for their obstinate loyalty, 
and would hearken to no proposals, intending to take it by storm. Having 
therefore jiosted his army around the house, the attack was b^un, and 
Sir Hardress Waller's and Colonel Montague's regiments having forced the 
wori» of the besieged, mounted the walls and entered the house before 
the defendants perceived their danger. Thus Basing House, which had 
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held out BO long, and bad been thought almost impregnable, waa at length 
taken hy itorm, Oct. 14th, 1645, and burnt to the ground. Seventy-two 
men were loat on the kiTig's nde, and about SOO (another account says 
400) taken prisoners, among whom wa« the Marquis himself, and several 
other persons of distinction, whom Cromwell sent up to Parliament. 
Oliver's letter, still preserved in the British Museum, thus narrates the 
Mege:— 

" I thank God I can give ;on a good account of BssiDg. Alter our batteries, 
we settled the several posts for the storm ; Colonel Dalbert was to be on the 
north side of the house, near ths Giaijge, Colonel Pickering on his left band, 
and Sir Hardress Waller's and Colonel Montague's regiments next him. We 
stormed in the morning at sis o'clock. The Mgual of &lling on was the firing 
of four of oar f»nnon, which being done, our men fell on with great resolution 
andcbeerfiilness; we took the two houses without an; conuderable loss to 
ourselves. Colonel Pickering stormed the new house, passed through, and got 
to the gate of the old house, whereupon they aumnioned a parley, which our 
nien would not bear. Id the meantime, Colonel Montague's and Sir Hardreas 
Waller's regiments assaulted the strongest work, where the enemy kept hiscourt 
of guard, which, with great resolutiou, they recovered, beating the enemy from 
a double culverine, and from that work ; which, having done, they drew their 
ladders after them, and got over another work, and the house wall, before they 
could enter. In this Sir Ilardress Waller, performing his duty with honour and 
diligence, waa shot in the arm, but not dangerous. We have little logs ; many 
of the enemy our men put to the iword, and some officers of quality : most of 
the rest we have prisoners, amongst iriiich, the Marquis and Sir Robert Peake, 
and divers other officers, whom I have ordered to be sent up to you. We have 
taken about ten pieces of ordnance, and mnch ammunition, to your soldiers a 
good encouragement. I humbly offer to yon to have this place utterly slighted, 
for these following reasons; it will take about eight hundred meo to manage 
it; it is not firontier; the country is open about it; the place exceedingly 
ruined by your batteries and mortar-pieces, and a tire which fell upon the 
place since our taking it. If you please to take the garrison at Faruham, some 
out of Chichester, and a good part of the foot which were here under Dalbert, 
make a strong quarter at Newberry, with three or four troops of horse, I dare 
be confident, it would not only be a curb to Dennington, but a security and a 
frontier to these parts, inasmuch as Newberry lies upon the river, and will 
prevent any incnrsion from Dennington, Wallingford, or Forringdon, into these 
parts, and by lying there will make the trade more secure between Bristol and * 
London, for all carriages : and I beUeve the gentlemen of Wiltshire and Hamp- 
shire will, with more cheerfulness, contribute to maintain a garrison upon a 
frontier than in their own bowels, which will have less safety iu it. Sir, I hope 
not to delay, but march towards the West to-morrow, and be as diligent as I 
may in my espeoition thither. I must speak my judgement to you, that if yon 
intend to have yonr work carried on, recruits of foot must b« had, and a course 
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taken to pay your irmj, ebe, believe me, Kr, it will not be able to answer the 
work you have for it to do. I entreated Colonel Hanunond to wait upon yoo, 
wbo was taken by a mietake whilst we lay before thii gamKHi, wbich God 
■afely deliTered to ut, to our great joy, but to hii loii of almost all he had, 
which the enemy took from him. The Lord grant that these merciea may be 
uknowledged iritb all rhankfulneaa. God exceedingly abonnda in hia goodneaa 
towards ua, and will not be weary notil rigbteouaoeu and peace meet ; and that 
he bath brought forth a glorious work for the happineaa of this poor kingdom, 
wherein deures to aerve God and you with a fairbful band, 

Your mott bumble aerrant, 

OUTBX CmOMWIU." 

The number of loldien slain before the walls, from tlie commenoement 
of the aiege, ii recorded to have been upwards of SOOO. The plunder 
obttuned on this occasion amounted to 200,000^ in cash. Jewels, and 
furniture, among which was a bed worth ],400/. A privat« soldier is 
said to hare received 300/. as his share of the booty. Among the dis- 
tingulthed persons taken prisoner was Sir Robert Peake, who com- 
manded the garrison under the Marquis. Lieut. -CoL Wilbum, and Set- 
jeant-Major Cufaude, of the Loyalists, tradition narrates, wereslain in cold 
blood. Dr. Thomas Johnson, the celebrated botanist, being with the royal 
army, received a wound of which he died. Six Catholic priests (the Mar- 
quis being a Catholic) were also among the slain. Robinson, a itage- 
player, was killed by Major-Gen. Harrison, who is said to have refused 
him quarter and shot him in the head when he had laid down his arms. 
Hollar, the celebrated engraver, who was there at the time, made his 
escape. Dr. Thomas Fuller, author of the " Church History (^ Bri- 
tain," and other works, being a chaplain in the royal army imder Lord 
Hopton, was for some time shut up in Basing House while it was beraeged. 
Even here, as if mtting in the study of a quiet parsonage far removed 
from the din of wkf, he prosecuted his favourite work, entitled " The 
Worthies of England;" discovering no sign of fear, but only complain- 
ing that the noise of the cannon, which was continually thundering from 
the lines of the besiegers, interrupted him in digesting his notes. Dr. Fuller, 
however, animated the garrison to so vigorous a defence, that Sir ^^lliam 
Waller was obliged to raise the mege with considerable loss, by which the 
fate of Baaing House was for a considerable while suspended. When it was 
besieged a second time and fell. Lord Hopton's army took shelter in the 
city of Exeter, whither Fuller accompanied it. 

Hugh Peters was at the taking of Basing House, and being come to 
London to make a report of it to the Parliament, laid it was a house fit fiir 
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an emperor to dwellin, it was so Bpacioua and beautiful. The Marchioneu 
of Winchester, second wife of the Marquis, was distinguished for courage 
and prudence, lile the celebrated Blanch^ Lady Arundel, who so nobly 
held Wardouc Castle. The Marchioness valiantly aided in the de< 
fence of Basing House, which was taken during her absence. She wrote 
a journal of the proceedings relative to the siege.* 

After the original house was destroyed, a mansion was built on the 
north side of the road opposite the ruins. This house was pulled down 
about fifty or sixty years ago, and the materials carried to Cannons near 

The brave Marquis, whose property was thus reduced to ruins in the 
cause of his sovereign, lived to the Restoration, but received no recompense 
from an ungrateful court for his immense losses. His loyalty was the more 
remarkable as coming from a Catholic subject to a Protestant King. During 
the latter part of his life he resided at Englefield, in Berkshire, where he 
built a noble manraon, the iront of which resembled the face of a church 
organ. Dying in 1674, ba was buried in the paruh church; the epitaph 
on his monument was written hj Dryden :— 

" He, who in impious times undaunted stood. 
And midst rebellion durst be just and good ; 
Whose arms asserted, and whose sufierings more 
ConSmi'd the caase for which he fought before, 
Rests here ; rewarded by a heav'nly Prince 
For what his earthly could not recompense. 
Pmj, reader, that such times no more appear ; 
Or if they h^)pen, learn true honour here. 
Ark of this age's &ith and loyolt;. 
Which, to preserve them, Heav'n confin'd in thee, 
Few suhjecta could a King like thine deserve; 
And fewer such a King so well could serve. 
Blest King, blest subjects, whose exalted state 
By sufferiog rose, and gave the law to bte I 
Such souls are rare ; but mighty patterns given 
To earth, and meant for ornaments to Heaven." 

The Marquis translated from the French the "Gallery of Heroic 
Wnmen," 1658 ; and Talon's " Holy History," 1653. 

The first wife of the Marquis was Jane, the accomplished daugh- 
ter of Thomas Viscount Savage : she was taught Spanish by James Howell, 
Esq., who addressed a very curious letter to her Grace. (See his Familiar 

" The Jonnal of the siege of Baring House, printed at Qxbrd in 1649, is con- 
ddered •• one of the moat eTsntful pieces of historr danng tha dvil war. 
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Lett«T8, Tol- I.) She was mother of Charles, fint Duke of Bolton, but 
died in the dclirerf of her Becond child, in the SUh yeai of her age. An 
epitaph to her memory was written b^ Milton. There was a Cambridge 
cullectum of verse* on her death, among which Milton's lines appeared, 
being written while he was a student at Christ's College. Ben Jonson 
wrote an Elegy on the Lady Anne Pawlett, Marchioness of Winton. She 
was sister to the Earl of Essex, and to the Marchioness of Hertford. 

Her son Charles Paulett, sixth Marquess of Winchester, was ele- 
vated to a dukedom, 9th April, l6H9, as Ouke of Bolton. His grace m. 
1st Christian, eldest daughter and co-heire«s of John Frecheville, of 
Stavely, afterwards created Lord Frecheville, by whom he had no surviv- 
ing issue ; and 2ndly, Mary, eldest ille^timate daughter of Emanuel 
Scroop, Earl of Sunderland, and widow of the Hon. Henry Carey, and by 
that lady had two sons and three daughters — Charles, his heir; William, 
who m. twice, and left issue by both marriages ; Jane, m. to John, Earl of 
Bridgewater ; Mary, d. unm. ; and Elizabeth, m. to Toby Jenkins, Esq. 
Of this duke, Burnet says, <• This year (I699} died the Marquess of Win- 
chester, whom the king had created Duke of Bolton. He was a man of a 
strange mixture. He bad the ^>leen to a high degree, and affected an 
extravagant behaviour; for many weeks he would not open his mouth till 
such an hour of the day when he thought the air was pure. He changed 
the day into night, and often hunted by torchlight, and took all sorts of 
liberties to himself, many of which were very disagreeable to those about 
him. He was a man of profuse expense, and of a moat ravenous avarice 
to support that ; and though he was much hated, yet he carried matters 
before him with such authority and success, that he was in all respects the 
great riddle of the age.'* His grace was t. by his eldest son, Charles, 
Sd Duke of Bolton, Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, in 1717, who was father 
of Charles, 3d Duke of Bolton, K.G., ccmstaUe of the Tower of London, 
and Lord-Lieutenant of the Tower Hamlets. His grace m. 1st, Anne, 
daughter and sola heiress of John Vaughan, Earl of Carberry, which lady 
died childless ; and Sndly, Miss Lavinia Bestwick, well known as an 
actress in the character of Polly Peachura, by whom he had no legitimate 
issue, but had three sons prior to the decease of the first duchess. He d. 
26'th Aug. 1754, when the honors devolved upon his brother, Harry, fourth 
Duke of Bolton, whose son Charles, fifth Duke, Lieutenant of the Tower 
of London, and Lord Lieutenant of Hampshire, had an illegitimate 
daughter, Mary Jean Paulett, who eventually succeeded by entail to the 
greater purt of his Grace's extensive estates, and married Thomas Orde, 
Esq., afterwards Baron Bolton. 
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** Here Rogers ut — and here for erer dwell 
With me, those pleasures that he taag so well."* 

Abbots Kbnsinotok, of which Holland House is the Manorial 
residence, appears in Domesday Book as " Chienistun," and in other 
Knuent records is styled " Eenentunc." After pasnng through the 
illustrious family of De Vere, it came into the hands d William, Marquess 
of Berkeley, who gave it to Sir Ranald Bray : subsequently, it fell to 
Sir Walter Cope, Knt, and was conveyed, in marriage, by that gentle- 
man's only daughter and heiress, Isabel, to Sir Henry Rich, K.B., Captain 
of the King's Guard, who, not long after, being raised to the peerage, 
assumed his title of nobility from his wife's inheritance. From this 
period, Holland House, the cherished home of men "writ in the 
annals of their country's fame," has held a foremost place among our 
English manaons. Its situation, close to the metropolis ; its attractive 
style of architecture afibrding a correct idea of the baronial mansion of 
the reign of James I. ; and, above all, the historical and literary asso- 
ciations which hang around its venerable walls, combine to invest this 
^lendid abode with no common claims to public favour. London, with 
its smoke, its din, and its busy hum of men, is scarcely two miles distant, 
and yet Holland House has its green meadows, its sloinng lawns, and its 
refreshing woods. Here still sings the nighringale; here is the pleasant 
shade ; and here may yet be seen the gables and chimneys of the good old 
times of the Stuarts. An eloquent contemporary thus deplores the posu- 
Ulity of a diange coming ovei so classic a spot, and graphically refers to 
the glories of this stately pHe :^ 

" Yet a few years, and these shades and stTuctnrea may follow their iUuitrioos 
masters. The wouderful city which, ancient and gigantic as it is, still continues 
to grow as a young town of logwood by a water privilege in Michigan, tsay soon 
displace these turrets and gardens, which are associated with so much that is 
interesting and noble; with the courtly magniRcence of Rich; with the loves 
of Ormond ; with the counsels of CromweU j with the death of Addison. The 
time is coming when perhaps a few old men, the last survivors of our generattoo, 
will in vain seek, amid new streets, and squares, and railway stations, fiir the 
ute of that dwelling, which in their youth was the favourite resort of wits and 

* These lines were inscribed by the late Lord Holland in au aleore in the quaint 
old garden of Holland House, where the Bard ot Memory was accustomed U> sit. 
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bcKUtieH, of pnintera snd poets, of scholon, philotophen, and ttateBmen ; thej 
will then remember with strange tendeniess many objectu funiliu' to them — 
the aTCnue and terrace, the biutt and the paiotings, and the carriog, the gro- 
tetque gilding, and the enigmatical mottoes. With peculiar tendenieu thejr 
will recall tliat veneraUe chamber, in which all the aiitique gravity of a college 
library was so singnlarly blended with all that female grace and wit could derige 
to embellish a drawiog-room. They will recollect, not unmoved, those shelves 
loaded with the varied learning of many landa and many age* ; those portraits, 
in which were preserved the features of the best and wisest EDgliabmen for two 
generations ; they will recollect how many men, who have guided the politics of 
Europe, who have moved great assemblies by reason and eloquence, who 
have put life into bronze or canvas, or who left to posterity thing* so 
written that it will not willingly let them die, were there mixed with all 
that is loveliest and gayest io the society of the most splendid of 
capitals. They will remember the singular character which belonged to that 
circle, in which every talent and accomplishment, every art and science, had it! 
place. They will remember how the last debate was dtscassed in one comer, 
and the last comedy of Scribe In another; while Williie gazed with modest ad- 
miration on Reynolds' Baretti ; while Mackintosh turned over Thomas Aquina* 
to verify a quotation ; while Talleyrand related his conversatiMis with Barraa at 
tbe Luxemboorg, or his ride with Lannei over the Aeld of Austerliti. Th^ 
will remember above i31, tbe grace, and the kindness far more admirable than 
grace, with which the princely hospitality of that ancient mansion was dis- 
pensed; they will remember that temper, which years of uckness, of lameness, 
of confinement, seemed only to make sweeter and sweeter ; and that frank po- 
liteness, which at once relieved all the embarrassment of tbe youngest and most 
timid vrriter or artist, who found himself for the Srst time among ambassadors 
and earls. They will remember that, in the last lines which he traced, he 
expressed his joy that he bad done nothing unworthy of the &iend of Fox and 
Grey ; and they will have reason to feel similar joy, if, in looking back <»i many 
troubled years, they cannot accuse themselves of having done anything nnworthy 
of the men who wete distinguished by the fnendEhip of Lord Holland." 

But we must revert to the regular descent of the manor, and the his- 
tory of its Euccesfflve posKesaora. Sir Henry Rich, Lord Kensington, the 
husband of tbe heiress of Cope, waa a courtier, and had the honour 
of being employed to negotiate a marriage between Prince Charles and 
the Spanish Infanta. The negotiation proved abortive, but the services 
of Lord Kensington were well appreciated and rewarded, by an Earl's 
coronet and the Insignia of the Garter. The new title chosen by 
his Lordship was Holland, and thence the Manor House of Kensing- 
ton, built by the Earl's father-in-law. Sir Walter Cope, in l607i 
recnved its present appellation. Thus esteemed by the gallant race 
that tbm filled the throne of England, the £ail of Holland repaid 
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the royal favour he enjoyed, bj the most devoted xeal ia the caate of 
King Charles. At last, when his Majesty became captive in the Iila 
of Wight) his Lordship took up arms, with other loyal penons, to e&ct 
his restoration, but miscarryliig at EingBton-upon-Tbaroei, 7th July, 
164S, he was made prisoner and committed to the Tower, where he 
remained until after the execution of the King, when, being brought to 
trial, with the Duke of Hamilton, the Earl of Norwich, and Sir John 
Owen, he was condemned to death, and executed by decapitation, befora 
the gatea of Wettminater Hall, 9th March, 1 649. Hia ion, Robbbt 
Rich, second Eorl of Holland, succeeded his cousin as fifth Earl of 
Warwick, and thus united the two coronets of his &mily. He was father 
of EowABD Rich, Earl of Warwick and Holland, whoM widow, Char- 
lotte, daughter of Sir Thomas Middleton of Chirk Castle, married in 
1716, the Right Honourable Jossph Addi80H, and thus, by linking 
with the anociBtiona of Kensington the memory of that illustrioua man, 
has invested with a cUsric halo the groves and shades of Holland House. 
The noble alliance brought, however, little comfort to the poet's mind. 
" The mansion," says Dr. Johnson, " although large, could not contain 
Mr. Addison, the Countess of Warwick, and one guest— Peace." The 
courtly pair lived on ill terms together, and it is not unlikely that Addi- 
son was first seduced to excess by the manumission which he obtained 
irom the servile timidity of his sober hours. Of the union there was 
issue, an only child— a daughter— ChaHotte Addison, who is stated to 
have been of weak intellect. She inherited her father's estate at Bilton, 
in Warwickshire, which she bequeathed to her maternal kinsman, the 
Hon. John Bridgman Simpson. 

The traditions regarding Addison, during his residence at Holland 
House, ara very trifling. " They are amply," says Mr. Howitt, " that 
he used to walk, when composing his Spectators, in the Ixing Library, 
then a Picture Gallery, with a bottle of wine at each end, which he 
visited as he alternately arrived at them : and that the room in which 
he died, though not positively known, is supposed to be the present 
dining-room, being then the state bedroom. The young Earl of Warwick, 
to whom he there addressed the emphatic words— 'See in what peace 
a Christian can die 1 ' died also himself in 1731, but two yean afterwards." 

At the youthful earl's decease, the estate passed to his first-coudn, 
WiLLiAJf EswAsma, Esq., (created a Peer of Ireland, as Baron Ken- 
ungton), and was eventually sold to the Right Hon. HxNBT Fox, the 
distinguished politician of the time of George 11., who, on bdng created 
a Peer, adopted the title of Holland. His second son, Charles Jame* 
Fox, the still more illustrious statesman of the succeeding reign, passed 

K i 
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hii eaxlf iajB in tbe venerable ihadei of Holland House ; and here lived 
his nephew, the late kind and accoroplinlied Peer, whose literary tattet 
tnd literary friendshipt collected around him the most intellectual society 
of the age. 

" Tbe genera] form of the manuon," we quote again from the " Homes 
and Haunts of the Poets," " is that of a half H. The projection in the 
centre forming at once porch and tower, and the two wingn, supported 
on pillars, give great decision of effect to it. The atone quoins worked 
with a sort of arabesque figure, remind one of the style of some portions 
of Heidelbe^ Castle, which is, what is called on the Continent, nxooo. 
Here it is deemed EUxabethan ; but the plain building* attached on each 
nde to the main body of the house, with their shingled and steep-roofed 
towers, have a very picturesque and Bohemian look. Altc^tber it is a 
charming old [nle, and the interior corresponds beautifully with the ext^ 
nor. There is a line entrance boll, a library behind it, and another 
library extending the whole length of one of the wings and the house 
up-stoirs, one hundred and fifty feet in length. The drawing-room over 
the entrance ball, called the gilt-room, extends from front to bock of 
the house, and commands views of the gardens both ways ; those to tbe 
ba^ are very beautiful 

In the house are, of course, many interesting and valuable works of art ; 
a great portion of them memorials of the distinguished men who have 
been accustomed to resort thither. In one room is a portrait of Charles 
James Fox, as a child, in a light blue dress, and with a cloie, reddish 
woollen cap on his head, under which shew Uce edges. The anist 
is unknown, but is supposed to be French. The countenance is fuU 
of life and intelligence, and the child "in it, is roost remarkably the 
&ther of the man." The likeness is wonderfuL You can imagine Low, 
by time and circumstance, that child's countenance expanded into what it 
became in maturity. There is also a portrut of Addison, which belonged 
to bis daughter. It represents him as much younger than any others that 
I have seen. In tbe gilt room are busts of George IV. and William IV. 
On the staircase is a bust of Lord Holland, father of the second earl, and 
of Charles Fox, by Nollekens, This bust, which is full of power and 
expresnon, is said to have brought Nollekens into his great repute. The 
likeness to that of Charles Fox is very striking. By the same artist, there 
are also the busts of Charles Fox, the late Lord Holland, and the present 
peer. That of Frere, by Chantry, is very spirited. There are also here, 
portraits of Lord Lansdowne, Lord John Russell, and family portraits. 
There is also a large and very curious painting of a fur, by Collott, and an 
Italian print of it. 
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In the library, down it^rs, are portrait! of Charles James Fox — a very 
6ne one ; of the late Lord Holland, of Talleyiand, by Arf Schefier, per- 
haps the best one in existence, and the only one which he said that he ever 
■ate for ; of Sir Samuel RomiUy ; Sir James Mackintosh ; Lord Erskine, 
by Sir Thomas Lawrence ; Tiemey ; Francis Horner, by Raehurn, so like 
Sir Walto Scott by the same artbt, that I at first supposed it to be him. 
Lord Macartney, by Phillips ; Frere by Shee ; Moore ; Lord Thanet ; 
Archibald Hamilton j late Lord Damley ; late Lord King, when young, 
by Hoppner ; and a very sweet fancy portrait of the present Lady Hoi- 
land. We miss, however, from this haunt of genius, tbe portraits of 
Byron, Brougham, Crabbe, Blanco White, Hallam, Rogers, Lord Jeffcey, 
and others. 

In tbe left wing is placed the colossal model of the statue of Charles 
Fox, which stands in Bloomsbury Square. 

In the gardens are various memorials of distinguished men. Amongst 
several very handsome cedars, perhaps the most luxuriant is said to have 
been planted by Charles Fox. 

The fine avenue leading down from the house to the Kensington road, 
is remarkable for having often been the walking and talking place oi Crom- 
well and General Lambert. Lambert then occupied Holland House, and 
Cromwell, who lived next door, when he came to converse with him on 
state afiirs, had to speak very loud to him, because he was deaf. To avtnd 
being overheard, they used to walk in this avenue. 
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'* Yet, though deserted and in ruin grey, 
Tbe sons of morn npon thy relic stream. 
And evening yields thy wall her blnshing ray, 
And Cynthia visits with her nlver beam." 

This relic of feudal grandeur is situated about four miles north-west 
from Howden, on a gently rising ground, within two hundred yards of the 
east bonk of the Derwent, and elevated above that river just as much as is 
sufficient to be secure from the inundations, which frequently cover the ad- 
joining marshes to a very conraderable extent. Tbe prospects which the 
towers of this once magnificent castle could command are whoty unfno- 
turesque, as the surrounding country, though mostly fertile presents not 
the least variety of surface. 
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It ftppean from tlie Doonudaj Book that Gilbert Tyson had put of the 
manor of Wresde ; but from the time of that saryey we find no meniiaa 
of thia pUoe till the year 1S15, the ninth at Edward II., when it h marked 
in the record called " Nomina ^^llarum" a* ooe of the lordihips of William 
de Percy. The time when the castle was boilt ia not piecuely aice r tai n ed ; 
but Leland aacribei its foundatioa to Thomas Percy, Earl of Worcester, in 
the time of Richard II-, and Mr. Savage thinlu that the era may be fixed 
to some part of the pedod between the years 1380 and ISpO, when that 
nobleman, haTing grown into favour with the king, and obtained a con- 
sidersble ahare in the direction of public a&irs, might probably erect this 
monument of hii greatneak This earl, with his nephew Henry Hotqmr, 
son of Henry Percy earl of Northumberland, rebelling against King Henry 
IV., was taken prisoner at the hattle of Shrewsbury, A. D. I40S, and was 
beheaded the next day ; and in consequence of that erent his estates be- 
came forfeited to the Crown. The king, after retaining Wrestle some 
time in his own hands, gave it to his ton John Duke of Bedford, who died 
possessed of it in the year 1431, the twelflb of Henry Vt., and left it to 
that king, his nephew and heir. The inhatntantt of Wressle hare a cur- 
rent traditimi, that all the men capable of bearing arms in that pariah 
were with the Earl cf Northumberland at the battle of Chevy Chace, 
where most of them were slain. Dr. Percy says that the first Earl of 
Northumberland fought the battle of Chevy Chace; but the well known 
song of that name has been embellished with several circumstances relating 
to the battle of Otterbum. 

Thomas Percy, knight, son of Henry Percy second Eari of Northumber- 
land, was created baron Egremont on the SOth Nov. 1146; and in the 
year 1457 he obtained a grant of the castle and lordship of Wressle to 
hold during his life. It is probable that the next possessor was Nevil Lord 
Montague, brother of the famous Earl of Warwick, who being created Earl 
of Northumberland by King Edward IV., in the year I46S, had all the 
estates of the Percys granted to him. But in 1469 Edward revoked that 
grant, and restored Henry Percy, the fourth Earl of Northumberland, to 
the honours and estates of his ancestors. Thii castle and manor continued 
in the Percy family till the death of Jusceline the eleventh Earl of Nor- 
thumberiand, who dying May 91, 1670, without issue male, the title of 
Earl of Northumberland became extinct ; but the barony of Percy de- 
scended to his daughter the lady Elisabeth Percy, who in 1682 married 
Charles Seymour Duke of Smnerset, and transmitted to that family a very 
rich inheritance, in which was included the lordship of Wrestle. The 
Seymours continued lords of this place tiU the year 1750, when the Duke 
of Somerset dying, his estates were separated, those which came by the 
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lady Percy being divided between Sir Hugh SmittiKm, baronet, wbo 
married the duke'n daughter and succeeded to the title of Northumberland, 
and Sir Charles Windham, baronet, his groce'ti nephew, who succeeded to 
the title of Earl of Egremont To this nobleman feU the Yorkshire estates 
of the Percys, among which were the lordship and castle of Wressle ; and 
his son, the present Earl of Egremont, is now the proprietor. 

Lelsnd describes Wressle caslle as built t£ very large squared stones, a 
great part of which was supposed to have been brought out of France. 
The whole building was a quadrangle with five towers, one at each comer, 
and the fifth over the gateway. He says that it was moated round on three 
sides, but without any ditch on the fourth, by which was the entrance ; and 
he considers it as one of the most superb houses to the north of the Trent. 
It also appears that its noble possessors paid some attention to letters. For 
Leland in his Description says, " One thing I UkiJ exceedingly : yn one of 
the Toures ther was a study called Paradise, wher was a closet in the 
middle of eight squares latisd aboute, and at the top of every squaie was 
a desk ledgid to set bookes on booke on cofm within them ; and this 
•eroid as JMned hard to the toppe of the cloaette, and yet by pulling one or 
al wolde cum dowoe briste highte in rabbettea and serve for desks to lay 
bookes on. The garde robe yn the castelle was exceedingly fair. And so 
\ver the gardens within the mote and the orchardes withowt. And in the 
orchardes were mountes ■ Opere topiario' writhen aboute with degrees 
like tuminges of cockle shells to cum to the top withowt payn. The river 
of Darwent rennith almost horde by tlie castelle and aboute a mile lower 
guith into the Owse, This ryver at greate raynes ra^th and overflowith, 
much (^ the ground thcreaboiites being lowe medowes. I'bere is a park 
harde by the castelle." 

In this castle the Earls of Northumberland displayed a magnificence 
resembling, and scarcely inferior to, that of the royal court. Thriir house- 
bold was established on the same plan : their officers bore the same titles 
and thedr warrants ran in the same style. All the chief officers of the 
Earl of Northumberland's household, such as the comptroUers, deifc of the 
kitchen, chamberlain, treasurer, &c. were gentlemen both by birth and 
office ; and the table at which they dined was called the Knights' board. 
The number of priests who were kept in this household were not fewer 
than eleven, at the head of whom was a doctor or bachelor of divinity ; 
and there was also a complete establishment of singers, choristers, &c. for 
the service of the chapel. The househc^d book of the Percys exhibits a 
curious display of the magnificence of our ancient nobility ; and as the 
number of the Earl of Ncnihumberland's servants, who were in cvdinary 
waiting at his lorddiip's castles of Wressle and Lcckonfield, shew ihr 
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grandeur of the feudal timei, we ihall give the foUowing list fcom Hr. 
Sftvage'a extract! : 

" Gentlemen who wait before noon, riz : jeomen and groom* of the chamber 
wbo wait before noon, ten : jeomen officers, four : groom officers, four : Krranta 
to wait in the great chamber in the momiog from aix tiU ten o'clock, twenty ; 
gentlemen to wait in the afternoon, seren : yeoman of the chamber, yetmieQ 
waiters, and groomi of the chamber to wait in the afternoon, Hven; yeomeo 
officers of the bousehcdd to wait in the afternoon, four : gentlemen to wait after 
•upper, thirteen : jeomen of the chamber, jeomen waiters and groom officer* 
and groomi of the chamber to wait after inpper, serenteen : jeomen of the 
household and groom officers of the household, which shall not attend after 
supper, ^bt : cli^laios and priests, eleven : gentlemen and children of the 
ch<4)el attending dailj at matins, lad; mass, high mass, and evening song, seven- 
teen : jeomen officers, groom officers, and grooms in household, not appointed 
to attend because of their other business vhich thej attend dailj in their offices 
in the house, twenty- seven : an armourer: a groom of the chamber to the 
lord Percy to wait hourly in his chamber; a second groom for brushing 
and dresung his clotbes : a groom of the chamber to his lordship's two yonng- 
est sons : a groom of the stirrup ; a groom sumpter man to dress the sumpter 
norses and my lady's palfieys : a groom to dress the hobbys aud nags : a groom 
to keep the hounds : a groom miller Car grinding com for baking and brewing ; 
a groom porter fur keeping the gate* : a groom f<H- driving his lordship'* chariot : 
a keeper of the chariot horses i clerk* of the household not appcnnted daily to 
attend because of making their books, which tbey are cha^;ed with to write 
upon hourly, seven : servants belonging to gentlemen in hi* lordship's house, ten : 
serranu and gentlemen servants not appointed to wait because of their other 
business which tbey attend on daily for hi* lordship, fwty-four: in all two 
hundred and twenty 'nine." 

The dvil war in the reign of Charles I. proved fatal to this magnificent 
castle. During that unfortunate contest it was garrisoned by the Parlia- 
mentarians ; and thou^ the earl of \orthumberlaud had espoused their 
cause with considerable activity, jet the losses which he sustained from 
bia own party, were almost incredible. By an account taken at Michael- 
mas, 1646, it appeared that the damages done by the garrison to his lord- 
■hip's buildings, woods, indosures, &c., with the losses arising from the 
son-payment of bis rents, in consequence of the contributions levied oa 
his tenants, amounted to ii,S5iL a sum more than equivalent to 200,000/. 
in the present centuij. And af^er all the zeal which the Earl of Northum- 
berland hod shewn for their cause, on order was issued in 1650 for dis- 
mantling Wressle Castle, and rendering it untenable, bj demolishing three 
ndea of the quadrangle and throwing down all the battlements. It wa* 
alto required that windows of eight feet in breadth and height, and only 
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dgkt ftet wundet ahould be broken out all round the remaining aide, and 
that the demolition ihould take place before the 17tb day of May. In 
consequence of these orden, three aides of the square which composed this 
oatle were demolished: the south tide alone, which contained some of 
the principal state rooms, was lefl standing to serve as a manor-house ; but 
even this part was, bj throwing down the battlements, deprived of its 
former majestic appearance. 

It appeara that after this demolition, Wiesale castle was not long used 
M the mansion of its lords. It was occupied as a farm house till the year 
1796, when an accidental fire, which broke out on the 19th February, 
completed its destruction ; and the naked walls are now the only remains 
of this noble moaument of feudal gtandeur. 



Can'l&roolu Caitir, UU at OSijii^t. 

" Time, bj his gntdual toncb, 
Hm moulder'd into beauty muiya toner, 
Which, when it frowned with all its battlements, 
Was only terrible." — Masoh. 

Cbovnino the top of a hill, beneath which is a pretty rural Tillage, 
and at the distance of a mile, or mile and half, from the little metropolis 
of the Isle of Wight, the ruins of Carisbrooke Castle allure the inquiring 
tourist Nor is he disappointed of the object in his pilgrimage. So fair 
are these ruins, so important the events that they have witnessed, and » 
romantic and sad, that the Muses o£ Fainting, History, and Tragedy might 
contend who should mark them for her own. 

The ground uccui»ed by this castle is said to have been the site of a 
Roman camp ; and, in the shape of some of its mounds and trenches, an^ 
quarians profess sdll to trace the hand of the enslavers and dvilixers of 
the ancient world. Having grown into a castle, it was in the year 530 
besieged and taken by Cerdic, the founder of the Saxon Kingdom of 
Weasex. On the Norman conquest, this castle, together with the lordship 
of the Isle of Wight, was granted to a kinsman of the Conqueror, William 
Fits-Osbome, who had been the victor's marshal at the battle of Hasttngs. 
Everywhere it was the policy of the triumphant strangers to overawe the 
natives, by strengthening the old, and erecting new fortresses; and in 
the time of Ftts-Oabome, or his son Rt^er Earl of Hereford, this castle 
is supposed to have recdved considerable additions. Henceftsward the 
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Bogaary of the island, together with CarutoiM^, tt< chief seat, wu held 
hj a Bucceasion of potreiful harona, to whom it passed, sometiDies hy pri- 
TBte ioheritance, sometimea by royal grant, till at length, thnnigh the fiirour 
of Heniy VI.,Henry Beauchamp, Duke of Warwick, was crowned King of 
ihe Isle of Wight. He, however, had no surviving issue ; and wkh Jiim 
this Utcle kingdom began and ended. 

From Edward IV. the brother of his Queen received a grant of this lord- 
ship, and, after the King's death, became one of the fint victims to the re- 
lentless amUtion of Richard Duke of Gloucester. Anthtmy Widvile, Earl 
of Riven, stood in the sadie degree of relationship as Gloucester to the little 
King, Edward V., and, not being of a lineage which could give him pre* 
tensions to the crown for himself, he was the natural guardian of it for 
his nephew. As such he was feared by Gloucester ; and by the command 
of the paternal uncle, the maternal uncle of the helpless soveiNgn exinred 
on the gcafibld. 

Passing on to the reign of Queen Etlaabeth, we find the castle of 
Carisbrooke then in the possession of the crown, and receiving conrideraUe 
additions. 

" The principal entrance,*' says Mr. Brannon, a native artist, in his 
accurately illustrated quarto called " Vectis Scenery," " is thmugfa an ivy- 
vested stone gateway, between the two western bagdons, which by an in- 
scription over the arch (1598, E. R. 10) appears to have been erected in 
the reign of Queen Elisabeth. This leads to another of higher date and 
greater dimennons, guarded by two noble round towers, which yet 
' A. warlike mien, a sullen grandeur we^,' 

and opens to the bare court, or inner fortification. At the north east- 
angle, on an artificial mount, stands the keep, a multangular tower of untold 
antiquity." 

How little could Elisabeth, that proud and successful asserter of pren^^ 
tive, have supposed that, in enlarging this castle, she was but strengthen- 
ing the prison of one of her imperial auccessots I Yet such to Charles I. 
became the royal Castle of Carisbrooke. 

After the success of the Parliamentary forces, and after he had been de- 
livered into the power of the conquerors, through the treachery of the 
Scotch, the unhappy monarch escaped to Carisbrooke, confiding in the 
loyEilty of Hammond, the governor; and thence, at a safe distance, 
hoping to negotiate with his enemies. He at first had no reason to be 
a^rieved at the personal treatment wbidt he received ; as is evinced by the 
following letter addressed to Lord Lanerick, one of the three commisdoners 
from Scotland, deputed to treat with the king. 
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"Lanseiok,^! wonder to hear (if that be true) that some of my 
frienda should la^, that ni^ going to Jersey had much more furthered my 
personal treaty than my coming hither ; for trhich, at I $ee no colour of 
reason, so I had not been here if I had thought that fancy true, or had 
not been secured of a personal treaty, of which I neither do, nor I hope 
shall repent ; for I am doily more and more satisfied with this govemori 
and find these Islanders very good, peaceable, and quiet people. This en- 
couragement I liare thought not unfit for you to receive, hoping at least 
it may do upon others, though needless to you, from 

Your moat assured, real, faithful, constant friend, 

CuisbrocAx, 23rd Nor. 1647- Charlks B."* 

The chiefs of the army, however, hod views and interests far difierent 
from those of «ther the King or Parliament. They removed his friends 
from the garrison, and directed that he himself should be treated as a pri- 
soner. During his confinement here, Charles more than once vainly at- 
tempted to escape. In the inner court, above the raised chamber, which 
was once the banqueting hall, ts a muUioned window. There is a hole 
in the top and bottom of the stone centre of each compartment of this 
window, where an iron had been placed ; but it having been discovered 
that the captive king had nearly succeeded in squeezing his body through 
this narrow aperture, with the purpose of edecting his escape, the space 
was still further contracted by introducing two side bars instead of the 
central one. 

His situation at this period is thus described by Clarendon : 
" The King remained under strict and disconsolate imprisonment, no 
man being suffered to speak with him, and all diligence used to intercept 
all letters which might pass to <uf from him ; yet he found means some- 
times, by the affection and fidelity of some of the inhabitants of the island 
to receive important advertisements from his friends ; and to write and 
receive letters from the Queen, and looked upon it as a good omen, that 
in that desperate lowness of his fortune, and notwithstanding all the cai« 
that was taken that none should be about him but men of the most bar- 
barous and inhuman tempers and natures, void of all reverence towards 
God and man, his majesty's gracious disposition and generous affability 
still wrought npoa some soldier, or other person placed about him, to un- 
dertake and perform some offices of trust in conveying papers to and from 
him."t 

* Burnet's Uemoin of the Dakei of Hamillon, [i. S36. 
t UUtory of the Rebellion. 
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While in this ttete of sufiering, Chules poured out hii soul to God in 
a prayer, which, though little Inown, is well authendcated. In the suo- 
ceeding reign it was published in the following form : — 

" Majesty in Hibbbt, or an Iuplobation to thb Kino op KiNoe. 

Written b; his late M^est; King Charles the First, doriDg his captivity at 

Carisbrooke Castle, Amuo Dom. 1648. 

Great Monarch of the world, from whose power q>riDga, 
The potency and power of kings. 
Record the rojsl woe my suffering sings ; 

And teach my tongue, that ever did codGdc, 

Its fitculties in truth's seraphic line, 

To track the treasons of thy foes and mine. 

Nature and Law, by thy divine decree 
(The only root of righteous loyaltie), 
With this dim diadem inTcsted me ; 

^th it, the sacred sceptre, purple robe, 
The holy unction, and the roysl globe ; 
Yet am I lereird with the life of Job. • 

The fiercest furies, that do duly tread. 
Upon my giie^ my grey discrowaed bead, 
Are those that owe my bounty for their bread. 

They raise b wsr and christen it Thb Caubb, 
Wlulst sacrile^ouB hands have best applause, 
Plunder and murder are the kingdiNn's laws. 

Tyrsnay bears the title of Tazatiob ; 
Revenge and robbeiy are Rbfobhatior , 
Oppresedon gains the name of SaaoasTBATioii. 

My loyal subjects, who in this bad season. 
Attend me by the Law of God and Reason, 
Tbey dare impeach and punish for High Treason. 

Next at the clergy do their fiuiea frown, 

I^ous Episcopacy must go down, 

They will destroy the crosier and the crown. 
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ChDrchmen are choiaed, aod schismatics ue freed, 
Mechanicks preach, and holy fathers bleed, 
The crowo is cnidfied vith tlie Creed. 

The Church of England doth all fkction foster, 
The pulpit 11 ueutpt b; each Impostor, 
Ex lemport excludes the Paier rmtUr; 

The Presbjter and Independent seed. 

Springs with broad blades, to make religion bleed, 

Herod and Fontios Pilate ue agreed. 

The comer stone's misplaced by erery psTior, 
With such a bloody method and behaviour. 
Their ancestor did crucifie our Saviour. 

My royal consort, from whose fiiithful womb, 
So many princes legally hare come. 
Is foTc'd in pilgrimage to seek a tomb. 

Great Britain's hnr is forced into Fnnce, 
Whilst on his father's head his foes advance. 
Poor child I he weeps out hia inheritance. 

With my own power my Majesty they wound. 
In the king's name the kiug himself 'a uncrowned, 
So doth the dust destroy the diamond. 

With propositions daily they enchant. 
My people's ears, snch as do reason dannt, 
And the Almighty will not let me grant 

They protnised to erect my royal stem. 
To make me great, to advance my diadem, 
If I win first &11 down and worship them. 



But fbr refusal they devour my thrones, 
IKstress my children, and destroy my bones ; 
I fear they'll force me to make bread of Blonei 

My life they prize at such a slender rate. 
That in my absence they draw bills of hate, 
To prove the king a traitor to the state. 

Felons obtain more piivilege than I, 
They are allowed to answer ere they die — 
'Tis death for me to ask the reason, why. 
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But, BHcred Saviour, with thy wordi I woo 

Thee to forgive, ind Qot be bitter to 

Such, M thou koovr'at do Dot know what (hey do> 

For wnce they from their Lord are m disjointed, 
Ab to coDteum those edicts he appointed, 
How can they prize the power of his aODointed t 

Augment my patience, nuUilie my hate, 
Preserve my iBsne, and inspire my mate, 
Yet though we perish, bless this church and state. 

Vola dtdunl qtue btlia negarwU, 

Afler Charles I. had beea beheaded, the castle was used as a prison for 
some of his children ; and here his daughter, the Princess Elizabeth, died 
at the age of fifteen. She was buried in the neighbouring church uf 
Newport. 

Cariibrooke has no interesting recollections of a later period. It \a time, 
therefore, to draw this slight sketch of its histoi? to a dose. 

The castle continues to be nominally the seat of the governor of the 
island ; a sinecure officer, whose emoluments have of late years verj pro- 
perly been abolished. 

Within the walls of the castle are some buildings still habitable ; and 
here Lord Bolton, who was governor at the commencement of the nine- 
teenth century, spent much of his time; but he was the last governor who 
made Cariabrooke his abode. 

It might he negligent to conclude without stating that amongst the 
curiodtieB which the visitors of the castle ore expected to admire, is a well 
of extraordinary depth and purity, said to have been dug by the Romans ; 
and that, from the keep, a distant glimpse may be obtained of the higher 
portion of the grounds of her Majesty's marine residence of Osborne 



dbyGoot^Ic 



dbyGoo<^le 



dbyGoo<^le 



Sram^ill, 1kampef)itt. 

Pew place! aSord such an unmixed treat to vuitors and lovers of old 
halls an the fine old house of Bramshill. It is not the largest, nor the 
finest, nor the Bhewiest, nor the best plenlshed of our andent inanaons ; 
hut it is as it was, and as it was intended to he. It has no new wing 
huilt " in a modem style of convenience'' in the middle of last century, 
nor has it any rettoratioiu (!) by Wyatt or his followers, nor improve- 
ments by Kent or Brown ; no 1 there it stands, as it stood two hundred 
years ago ; a little more weather-dyed perhaps, but still the same ; and its 
wild and picturesque park, in all its main features, as it was half a century 
alter it was reclaimed from the heath around it. This, tbea, is the great 
charm that Bmnsliill possesses for those who love to let theii thoughts 
run bacic to former days, and converse in boolcs, or meet in pictureR, 
with the great-hearted and loyal men of olden time. We look here on 
the home, such as they dwelt in or visited ; we gaze on the woods 
and glades sueh as they loved to goxe upon or to wander in ; we pass 
through the rooms furnished as they used tbem> 

Bramshill — for let us draw near to it— is situate in the Parish of 
Eversley, in Hampshire, and almost on the borders of Berkshire. We will 
approach it from the Basingstoke side, over the plain called Hasely Heath ; 
and as the house stands nobly before us, or above us, on the crest of the 
oppoute hill, let us look around at the wide expanse, and, though we love 
that heathy country, with its purple bloom in summer, or its clear brown 
tint in winter, yet we almost agree in old Fuller's words, when he tells 
us that " Bramsell was built in a bleak and barren place."* Yes ! there it 
stands, with iB park, like a green and wooded island in the midst of the 
great heathy pliun which occupies this part of the country — Hartford- 
bridge flats stretching away on one ude, and this Hasely heath we are 
now crosung lying on the other side of It. But we have now entered 
the long straight avenue of old oaks that leadii us in a direct arrow-like 
line up to the west front; and as we have opened quaint old Fullet'i book, 
we must agree in the epithet he applies to the house, even more cordially 
than in those he bestows on the country round: for he calls it a "stately 
■tructura," and so it is: we feel that the quaint old man has just got the 
right word— it does seem a stately structure, as it looks down on us with 
its multitude of windows, its airy parapets, its clustered chimneys, and 

* Fnller'a Worthies. 
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its long front, so beautifully broken into light and shade by its projecting 
wings and ricblj ornamented centre. 

But we liBve now mounted the hill on which the house stands, and 
entering the court-yard in Iront of it between two multangular turrets, we 
will tirst, as we stand before the west front, conader a little of the his- 
tory of the place and mansion, and then wander round the house, and take a . 
glance of the various, yet harmonious dengn of its different sides. 

BramshiU, then, was built hj Edwatd, Lord Zouche, and wag com- 
pleted about the year l6l2, as the leaden water-spouts in the south 
front tell us, some of which bear that date upon them, and some his 
initials, £. Z. It is said that he built it as a palace for Henry, Prince 
of Wales, the eldest son of James the First; and some features of the 
building seem to confirm that tradition, as we shall presently see. 
The iamous John Thorp, who was the arehitect of so many of our fina 
Elizabethan houses (as they are called), is thought to have furnished the 
designs'to Lord Zouche for his mannon or palace. It is said, moreover, 
that Bramsbill was never completed to the extent originally intended by 
Lord Zouche, or propoeed by the architect, John Thorp. Fuller, whom 
I have so often quoted, and now call to my aid for the third and last 
time, preserves another very curious fact about Bramshill House; namdy, 
that its extent originally was greater than it now is, but that part of it 
was destroyed by an accidental fire. So I understand him, but here are 
his words : " Next Basing," he says, " Bramsell, built by the last Lord 
Zouche, in a bleak and barren place, was a stately structure, eq>ecially 
before part thereof was defaced with a casual fire."* I am unwilling to 
doubt the tTsdition which asrigns to Bramsell a more extensive plan 
than was ever executed ; least of alt can I bring myself to call in question 
truthful Fuller's statement of a fact apparently within his own know- 
ledge ; but it realty will puzzle us to devise, as we walk round the house, 
where Lord Zouche or John Thorp meant to extend the building, or 
where any part did exist wliich has been defaced, and has disappeared by 
the 'casual fire." Here is the house as it stands, in shape like two T's, or 
a double T, if one of those letters stood upon its head and supported its 

fellow on its foot, as I have seen some posture-masters do, thus, T This 
is a rough way of explaining the outline of the plan of the house : and it 
seems such a complete plan, and the aspect of the house itself seems so 
perfect and go finished, that, as I said, ne can scarcely imagine what more 
was to be added, or what was added and has vanished. It may be that 
Lord Zouche or his architect intended to form a quadrangle or quad- 
• Faller'a Worthies, i. 401. 
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raiiglea to his bouse, u we lee at Burleigh, and elsewhere ; but still the 
ditiScultf meets us, where was such a quadrangle to stand i Not before 
the beautiful west front, nor on the terrace front The supposition would 
be absurd, and the nature of the ground, rapidly fdling away on both 
those sides, forbids our entertaining it. The stable-jard front ceitainly 
looks the most unconnected and unfinished, and, at first sight, we may be 
inclined to think that there, probably, the designer intended to build 
other adei, and to form a quadrangle ; but such an arrangement would 
hare utterly destroyed the proportions of the beautiful west front. For if 
the building had been continued in line with the present west front, to 
form a aide of a quadrangle to the stable yard fnmt, the ornamented 
stone porch, which was evidently intended to be the feature of this front, 
and, indeed, of the whole house, would not have been in the centre of the 
west front. Altf^ther, then, 1 incline to the belief that, if a more ex- 
tended edifice was contemplated, or if part of the building has disap- 
peared, such addition must have been beyond the east front, that in 
which Lord Zouche's statue stands, and that possibly that front may have 
formed, or been intended to form a side only of a quadrangle. And yet, 
let us look round the house as we will, we do not feel the want of these 
proposed or additional buildings ; nay, we should be sony if they existed j 
for the house seems, as it stands, just what it ought to be, and we cannot 
help thinking that we should lose in compactness and symmetry by the 
addition of a single stone. 

And now to return from a long digression, which you will say has been 
as inconclusive as such theories usually are, let us think again of Lord 
Zoucheand his building. Whether it was that the death (so exceedingly 
lamented by the whole nation) of Prince Henry, which took place at the 
end of the year 161S, while Bramshill was building, deterred Lord Zouche 
from proceeding further with his intended structure, or whether the "casual 
fire" reduced it to its present dimensions, it seems cert^n, that Lord 
Zouche soon after took up his abode at Bramshill; for here he was re- 
riding when, in l6l4, William Browne, a poet of some consideration in 
his day, dedicated to him his " Shepherd's Pipe," in these plearing linea : 

"Be pleased, great Lord, when underneath the shades 
Of your delightful Bramstiill (where the spring 
Iler flowers with gentle blasts, with Zephyr's trades) 
Once more to hear a silly shepherd sing." &c.* 

This Lord Zouche, of whom, probably, many only know the name as 
* Sir E. Bijdgu' Mem. Fecis lemp. Junei I., Tl-TS. 
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l)eing tlie builder of Bram^ill, wu a very eoniiderablB person in lui Amj, 
■ He wu ambouador to Scotland, wben the embanj to Sootlasd muit bfiTe 
been a very important one, and murt have required a cautious diplomatiBt 
and a wiie man to execute it ; he wm, moreover. Lord Warden of the 
Cinque Porta. And besides his official employments, be seems to have been 
a man of cultivated mind ; he was the first horticulturist of his day ; 
Bramshill may satisfy us as to his taste in architecture; and it is 
pleasant to find poets and literary men appealing to his protection, and on 
terms d! friendship with him. 

Here then be lived : and at bis death (leaving only t¥ro daughters) he 
bequeathed Bramihill (with other extenuve estates in the neighbourhood, 
which bad been granted him by King James I., in 1617) to bis kinsman 
and next hdr mala. Sir Edward Zouche. Kt., intending, doubtless, to 
continue Bramsbill as the seat of his name and family. Bnt Lord Zouche 
\ieit the world just aa great changes were coming upon bis country, and 
when property was soon to became uncertain and imecure. His relation. 
Sir Edward Zouche, of Woking, the next ponsMSW of Bramsbill, was a 
dissolute man ; ha bad been ona of the favorites of James I., wbo bad made 
him his Knight- Marshal, and added him to bis counciL After his death, in 
]6S4, Bramshill was inherited by his son, James Zouche, who, with 
grateful loyalty to the son of him to whom his family owed so much, raised 
a ti«q> of hcnae, as we are told, *■ at his own proper costs and charges," for 
the Royal service in the civil wars, end sent two of his sons to serve in it.* 
This very act of loyalty was indirectly the cause of Bramshill passing out 
of the hands of the Zouche family. For the expense of miiintaining this 
troop was so great, that poor James Zouche, or his son — for he died 
in 1643 — was compelled to disprse of Bramshill (probably tbe most 
sUeable of his estates in the neighbourhood) to raise money for its ne- 
eesnijes. He acordingly sold BramshUl to Andrew Henley, Em]., son 
c^ Sir Robert Henley, a connderable lawyer, another of whose sons 
founded the famUy of the Grange, in this county, from whom Lord Chan- 
cellor Northinglon descended. Bramshill did not, hoircver, long continue 
in the hands of the Henley family; and there is something very remarkable 
in their downward course in the world, and something nyiiteriims about 
their final disappearance. Thus much, however, we can learn ; that Andrew 
Henley, the purchaser of Bramshill, was created a Baronet at the Restora- 
tion ; he died in 16?5, and his son and successor. Sir Robert Henley, dying 
five yean after him, left bis estate, encumtwred with a debt of S0,000/., 
to his next brother and successor in the title. He is said to have continued 

• ColHer'B HistoilMJ ClctionBry, ii. 
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In a conne of extravagance wliich eventualljr ruined him'; he secma to hare 
married an inferior person in the neighbouring village of Yately ; and Peter 
Le Nere, an industrious King-at-amiBj at the beginning of the last century, 
who compiled pedigrees of the Baronets and Knights of his time, and illus- 
trated them with scraps of chit-chat picked up here and there, for the 
benefit of succeeding generations, tells us, that this last Sir Andrew Hen- 
ley, "killed a man and fled for it."* What eventually became of him i> 
unknown ; but with him the connection of the Henleys with Bramshill 
ceased, for being thus ruined in fortune and in reputation, he sold his 
estates. 

It happened that at the time Bramshill was pasdng away from the 
Henleys, the Cope family had migrated, or were migrating, from their 
ancient dwelling-place in the north of Osfordshire, where they had 
" fiourished" (to use the words of Philemon Holland, the translator of 
Camden) " in great and good esteem," since the reign of Henry VII. With- 
out going futly into the causes of their quitting Oxfordshire, it is mffi- 
cient to say, that Sir Anthony Cope, the fourth Baronet, being offended that 
his brother and presumptive heir had married contrary to his wishes or with- 
out his sanction, made such a testamentary dispodtion of his estates aa 
effectually alienated the greater portion of them from hb successors in his 
title. His death occurred in I67S ; and after some years of uncertainty, 
and probably of litigation, a final settlement had been effected in 1688, 
under which the bulk of the ancient family estates, including what Leland 
in his Itinerary, calls the " pleasant and gallant house at Honwell," (of 
which only enough now remains standing to shew what a noble place it must 
once have been) passed away to a distant branch of the family. Sir John 
Cope, the fifth Baronet, thenceforward resided at Chelsea, then the most 
fe^ionable and aristocratic suburb of I.A>ndoii ; his eldest son had just re- 
turned liom complering the grand tour, had married in I696 the daugh- 
ter of Sir Humphrey Monnous, had received Knighthood as the eldest son 
of a Baronet from King William III., and was no doubt desirous of ob- 
taining an estate and mansion which might replace the old house of Han- 
well as the family seat. He became then, in I699i the purchaser of 
Bramshill, and it has continued from that time to the present, the property 
and dwelling-place of the succeeding Baronets. 

And now, all the while thatl have been narratingthe history of the descent 
of the estate, and sketching out the causes of its successive change of 
possessors, we have been steadily gazing at the beautiful west front. Let us 
just take a note of its main features before we leave it. Observe the fine 

• I* Nero's Podigiw* of But*, ia Coll. Am. 
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cokiur of the red brick, relieved by the stone dretdngs and stone muUion 
of the windows, and the admirable effect of light produced by the wings 
which project by two succesuve breaks. The great feature here, however, 
is the centre division, which consists of an arcade of three open arches, 
forming a hind of terrace-porcti to the principal entrance of the house ; 
above the centre of these, is a prelecting semi-circular bay-window, on eadt 
side of which rise three tiers of pilasters with niches between them. The 
whole of this division ig enriched with ornament ; which, above the broken 
cornice at the top, assumes a shape something resembling the Prince's plume 
surmounted by his coronet, which latter ornament also tops each of the 
projecting portions of the cornice: this seems in allusion to Henry, 
Prince of Wales. We have here also a good opportunity for viewing 
the beautiful design of the pierced parapet which runs round three sides 
of the house, and the equally elegant, though different pattern of that 
which surmounts the arcade of the porch. Passing now into the stable- 
court, let us pause a moment to look at the north front. This is a com- 
plete contrast to the side we have just left, inasmuch, as it is without nma- 
ment or decoration ; and yet, if we be lovers of that style of domestic archi- 
tecture, of which Bramshill is so excellent a specimen, we shall find sotne- 
thing to admire even here. Look at the projecting ends, with thdr lofty 
bay windows, the long line of front to|^)ed with gables, and the multi- 
tude of mullioned windows, which give such a notion of comfortable ac- 
commodation for troops of guests and their retainers. This front, then, 
may be taken as u good specimen of the plain phase of the Elizabethan 
style, as the one we have left is of its niost decorated. But we have 
pamed the iron gates at the other end of the stable-court ; and, instead of 
turning close under the garden-wall, let us advance a few steps on the 
greensward of the park to get a better view of the east front. This is 
unbroken, save by its broad windows, and by the projecting bay in the 
centre, above which, rises a stepped ogee gable, flanked by two pyramidal 
obeluiks. In a niche in this gable, stands a statue of Lord Zouche, the 
founder of the house. Continuing our walk round the house, we may 
cross the grass to the ancient oak which stands on the knoll ; and sitting 
on the seat which encompasses its trunk, or lying on the turf at its roots, 
we have an excellent general view of the south or terrace front. Reserving 
our remarks on its details rill we walk on the terrace, let us now observe 
the general effect and main features : the projecting ends — the long front 
between, broken into projecring bays — the light parapet crowning it — the 
admirable effect of the many windows, now jutting into spacious bays, now 
in the flat; and the whole thrown up and given breadth by the balus- 
traded terrace, which separates it tram the sloping ground of the park 
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below. When' we have tarried long eDOugh to enjoy this view, we may 
retntce our itepa, in order to seek admittance into the interior; but, us we 
turn away, we must not lose the beautiful peep into the dbtance, which 
opens on us between the trees of the long avenue, and the ivy-clad pro- 
jecting corner of the house. On our return, we skirt the balustrade of 
the larger terrace; and, as we pass close under the garden wall, we must 
stop to look at the old gate (or postern, as Mr. Nash* demgnatea it) with 
its broken pedioient, its quunt obelisks, and its carved pilasters ; we almost 
expect to see some ancient serving-man or perk-keepa- reposing on the 
seats in the recessed arches on either side j and we almost wonder that thg 
old gate does not turn on its hinge, and give egress to some fair dame 
venturing forth from her garden, or to a walking party of stately squires 
and youthful maidens, habited in the picturesque costume with which 
Vandyke and his conteroponries have mode us so familiar. But we hare 
lingered too long about the exterior ; and the interior of the house will 
almost realise what we are here dreaming about, and bring us face to face 
with the former inhabitants of the mansion. 

Let us, then, return to the west front, and ascend the steps of the principal 
entrance to seek admission to the house, and, passing through the centre 
arch of the porch, enter the ball. At tbe upper end is the haut-pa< 
or dais, and at tbe bwer end is a screen richly can-ed and ornamented 
with ninety-two shields, three of which are surmounted by coronets. It 
has been not inaptly suggested^ that these shields, though now blank, were 
most probably intended to have borne the descent and alliances of the 
Zouches, and that the three coroneted escutcheons were designed for the 
three Baronies, (vie. Zouche of Haringworth, St. Maur, and Cantalupe), 
which the builder of Bramshill united in his own person. Two arches 
in the screen lead to the butler's pantiy and domestic offices. The fire- 
place in the hall is very beautiful. Premising once for all, that I do not 
pretend to give a complete catalt^e of the paintings, but only to lume 
those that impressed themselves on my memorx either on account of their 
merit, or of their hixtory being interesting or lemailabl^ or of the per^ 
sons they represent being connected with tbe house and fomOy, let lis 
look at those around us in the hall. With tha exception of a modem 
picture of Sir John Cope's hounds, (in which is introduced a view of the 
west front of the mansion, and likenesses of the present Baronet and many 
of his personal friends,) and a curious old drawing of the terrace and 
south front of the house, the pictures'in this hoU are all portraits. Among 
them ore: 

■ tfuh's Massioni of the Olden Tiiae. Second mtics. 

^ CollecMnea Topographies, viii., GO. 
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"The wife of Wadham Wyodham, Esq." I jwesume C«therine, dftugh- 
ter of Edward Chandler, Bishop (X Durluuii, and wife of Wadham 
Wyndham, Esq., of EversI^ (uncle to Ann, Lady of Sir Richanl Cope). 
She died in 1784, at the age of 79. 

"Sir Wadham Wyndham, knb" sitting, in hisTobot, grey hair, and coif. 
He was of Norrington in Wiltshire, was made a Justice of the King'* 
Bench at the Restoration, and was ancestor of the Wyndhams of Salis- 
bury, &C. He was greaUgrandtather of Ann, Lady Cope. 

A duplicate of this picture was in the pariour at Hawkchurcfa, in Dor- 
■etshiie. See Hutchitu' History of Dorset, toI. iii. p. 831. 

" Thomas, Lord Wyndham," Lord Chancellor of Ireland, in his robes. 
Standing, with the purse and other insignia of the Chancellor. He was 
youngest son of John Wyndham of Norrington in Wilts, Esq., and grand, 
ion of Sir Wadham Wyndham above mendoned. He became Lord Chief 
Justice of the King's Bench in Ireland, was promoted to be Lord 
Chancellor of that kingdom in 17^6, and resigned the seals in 1739. 
He was created Lord Wyndham of Finglas, which title expired at his 
death in 1749- 

There is on engmved portrait of him ; but, as 1 hare never met with a 
copy, I am uncertain whether it is from this picture. 

" Sir Monnoux Cope," seventh Baronet. 

" Penelope, Lady Cope," his wife. She was only dau^ter of the Hon. 
Hany Mordaunt, second loa of John, Viscount Mordaunt, t^ his second 
wife Penelope, daughter and heiress of William Tipping fit Ewdm, in 
Oxfordshire, Esq., and inherited her mother's property. 

We pass through a door at the upper end of the hall, and crossing the 
loot of the sttUTMiase enter the small drawing-room. Hera are the fbUow- 
ing pictures : 

" Sir John Mordaunt Cope," the dghth Baronet, in the uniform of 
the North Hants Militia, of which he was CtJonel. He was only son of 
Sir Monnoux Cope, whom he succeeded in title and estates in 1763, and 
died in 1779- 

" Marie de Medicis," by Vandyke.* She is sitting, in black, with 
white turnover and cufli, a velvet skull-cap; the hair in loose cuils 
at the sides ; her tight arm leans on a table on which is a crown, the 
band holding red rosea, the table-cover ornamented with jUur»-de-li*. 

This beautiful picture was in the possessioa of Charles L, in whose 
Catalogue it is thus described, " No. S2, a picture of the Queen's Mother 

* It is shewn as Cuherine d« Uedidi g bat independentlj oT tbe picture being 
identifled by tlie eugnviogs of it, and by Chsiles I.'i Cat^ogiu, Catbeiiae d« Hadicis 
died t«n ysan bsfora Yandyke lMs.boni. 
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of France, sitting ia >n anu chsir in a black habit, hdding in her right 
hand a handful of roses; half a figure, n big as life, in a carved gilded 
frame ; done by Sir Ant. Vandyke; bought by the King."* 

It was sold at the disperaoa of Charles I.'i pictures. I do not know 
when it came into the posseaaion of the Cope family. 

Of this jKctnre there are the fiJlowiog engraringi : — The " head and 
neck "only, reverted, in an omamental frame, inacribed, "Maria conjuz 
Heniid IV. Magm GaDiarum et Navame Uegina invictlnima. P. Vui 
Sumpd, iculpni." Another to the htpB ; the crowa on table on the wrong 
aide of the figure, reptrtat; inscribed, " Maria de Medicea, Regina Francise, 
Trium Regum Matn. PauL Pontiui, sculp." Another as the last, but 
not rerersed, in an oral within a square frame, inscribed, " Maria de Medio 
cis, Trium R^um Mater, Petrui de Jode, excudit." 

The eventful life of this Queen, and the strange reverses she eips> 
rienced, belong to the history of her time. Sho was daughter of Fnm- 
eeseo Maria de Medici, Grand Duke of Tuscany ; her marriage with 
Henry IV. was celebrated with great splendour at Lyons, in I6OO. After 
her husband's asROMiDSttion ^e became R^ent of the kingdom, but 
through the machinations of lUchelieu she was forced into esile, in 1631. 
She came to this country in 1 6S8, on a virit to her daughter Queen Hen- 
rietta Maria, at which time she probably sat to Vandyke for this portrait, 
at the request of her son-ii>-kw. She was then in bar 6Srd year, which 
is about the age repr es e n ted in the picture before ua. She died at Co- 
logne, in great diatrCB, in 164S. 

" Sir Anthony Vandyke," by himsetf. He is leaning on a pedestal, 
dressed in brown, with light bushy hair ; a most beautiful and interesting 
picture. The head (which lepreaents him a young man) full at ch^ 
meter and eipreanon ; the hoods exquisitely painled. Engraved aa far 
as the wnist by Paul Ponrius, and inscribed " Antoine Van Dyck, Chev^ 
Uer du Rd D'Angletene." 

A smnewhot umilar picture, bat of smaller dimenaions, ia described in 
Smith's Catalogue, part iii., pp. SID, ill. 

'■ Henry VIII. and Anna Bullen," by Hearth. In the foregnjuad 
the King making love to his future Queen, who ia attended by a negro 
bc^ ; in the background bis wife, Catharine of Arrugea, turns with a 
look of anger and jealousy to Cardinal Wolsey. 

This was one of the pictures which Ht^vth pamted for his friend 
Jonathan Tyers, the proprietor of Vauxhall Gardens, in the old great 
room of which place of anuwniciit it tited formerly to hang. It waa 

* Vertue'a CkUli^e, p. Ill, 
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finely engrared by HogaKh Umaelf, as earlj ai 17S9j and again hj 

" Abigail meedog David." by old Franks. 

" A Holy Family," raid to be by Rubens. (?) 

We have lingered long in this room, jet surely not too long to examine 
tbe woib of art with which its walls are decorated. The two admirahle 
portraits by Vandyke particularly deserve attention, not only for their 
merit as pwntingt (which is very great), but also as conveying to ut 
representations of one who filled a remarkable and a straoge part in the 
busy history of her time, and of the great painter himself, whose works 
are so familiar to us here in England. The expression of the face and 
eyes is so truthful, that we bear it away in our memories rather as the 
recollection of one we have known thaa of a picture we have looked 

Leaving the room by a door oj^iosite to that by which we entered, we 
pass into the dining-room, a spadous antique-looking apartment, hung 
with cuiious tapestry representing forest scenery. 

At the extremity of this room a door opens into the UUiard-room, which 
cotududes the suite of apartments shewn to visitors on the ground floor. 
It contains — 

" A full length of Queen Elisabeth," 

" A full length of a Lady" standing near a table, covered with a green 
table-cover, on which are two dc^ This curious and interesting picture 
is placed in a bad light. I do not know whom it represents. 

Retracing our steps through the rooms we have just left, let us ascend 
the stair-case, which is of ample proportions, such as the old architects 
comitructed who understood how roomy and noble an air a spacious hall 
and staircase give a house. They made it part — and an essential part— «f 
ihur desgn; whereas now it is too commonly cramped up in a dark 
corner as if it were altogether an afterthought. And now, while we have 
been thus discoundng of staircases, we have mounted the three broad 
flights of this one, and, as we have attained the spacious landing-place, 
let us take a survey of the pictures which cover the walls. 

That on the right is a " Scene from Cymbeline," by William Hamilton. 
It was, 1 presume, punted for Boydell's Shukesperean Gallery, though it 
is not one of those engraved In his work. 

In front of us is a full length of William, third Eail of Pembroke. It 
is said in the MS, Catalogue, to be by Vandyke ; but he died before Vandyke 
came to England. I rather think that it is t^ Cornelius Jansen. It 

■ Nichola' BogarUi, p S6. 



dbyGoo<^le 



BBAHIHILI., BAMnaiSB. 73 

represents him with his white staff aa Lord Chunheilain to James I. He b 
habited in block with the ribhon and George ; an Brcfaitectural penpedire 
on hia left. He waa eldest ion of Earl Henry bjr 

" The subject of all venc, 
Sidnej's sister, Feiatmtke's mother," 

succeeded his father in 1601, and received the Garter in l603, at the 
accesdoii of James I., with whom he was much in favor. He was 
Chancellor of the University of Oxford, and held divers great offices. 
He died in 1630. There are several engravings of him ; 1 rather think 
that engraved by Cooper, as for as the middle, is from this picture. 

llie family pictures which hang around are 

" Hugh Bethel, Esq.," of Rise, in Yorkshire. He died in I75S. 

" Anoe, his wife," daughter of Sir John Cope the sixth Baronet. 

" Mrs. Tipping" — Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Colet, of Chelsea, 
Esq., wife of William Tipjung, of Ewelm, in Oxfordshire, Esq., and mother 
<tf the Honorable Mrs. Mordaunt, whose only daughter married Sir Mon- 
noui Cope. 

" The Honorable Harry Mordsunt,' ' in a blue uniform, red waistcoat, &c> 
He was second son of John, Viscount Mordaunt, and brother of CbaileSi 
Earl of Peterborough. He was a lieutenant-general in the army and 
treasurer of the ordnance. He died In 17S0. His daughter married Sir 
Monnoux Cope. 

" Frances, Lady Gould," (in white) by Kneller, daughter of Sir Hum- 
phry Honnoux, Bart., and sister to Alice, Lady Cope. She was first married 
to Sir Edward Gould, of Hi^igate, Middlesex, Kt., who lefl her a widow in 
1728, and afterwards to John Venables, Esq., who resided in a curious old 
house named Woodcote (still standing), at Bramdean, in Hampshire. 

"Penelope Mordaunt" (in red), by Kneller. She was daughter and heiress 
of William Tipping, Esq., of Ewelm, in Oxfordshire, and second wifeofthe 
Honorable Hany Mordaunt : her only child by him married Sir Monnoux 
Cope. 

" Anne, Lady Cope," by Gibson. She was daughter of Mr. Philip Booth, 
and wife at Sir J<^n Cope, the fifth Baronet. She is the fair lady whose 
marriage provided the diqileasure of his elder brother, and caused the 
alienation of the estates from the family, as I have narrated in page 67. 

I presume that this is the picture bequeathed by her son Anthony Ct^ 
to his nephew. Sir Monnoux Cope, as " the half length of his (testator's) 
mother, with his own and his wife's portrait pictures, painted by Gibson; 
also two small [neces, in crayons, of tiimyilf and his wife, by Armstrong ; 
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and a balf length of himself hj Vanderbuick." There ue two other 
portiwts of her in the home, but thii is the oaiy " half-lenfth." 

•I Sir John Cope" (second (tf that name) the fifth Baronet, husband of the 
last oamed. A half length in armour with a red scarf, holding a truncheon 
He was second son of Sir John Cape, the second Baronet, by the Lady 
Elizabeth Fane, daughter of the 1st Earl of Westmoreland. He " spent 
many years of bis youth in travel in France, Italy, Gennany, Flandera, 
and Hi^and."* He was in thearmy, and held a command at Dunkirk, when 
that fortress was sold by Charles II. to the French. He died in 1731, 
at the age of 87. 

"Charles, tMid Earl of Peterborou^," by Mary Grace, after Annoni ; 
full-length, in uniform, leaning on a cannon. He was celebrated for bii 
victories in Spain, in the reign of Queen Anne ; received the Garter from 
her successor, and was emptied in several diplomatic missions. He died 
in the year 1 735. He was uncle to I^elope, Lady Cope. 

" Mrs. Poynta and her son," by Mary Giacs— fuU-lengths. She is repre- 
KUted according to the fashion of the day in the ^arocter of some Heroine 
or Goddess, perhaps Minerva ; her hehnet lies on the ground, her spear is 
in her right hand, her left on her son's shoulder, who is represented as about 
10 or 18 years of age. Anna Maria, daaghter of the Honorable General 
Lewis Mordaunt (and cousin to Penelope, Lady Cope), married Stephen 
Poyntc of Midgbam, in Berkshire, Esq. ; a diplomatist of the eariy part of 
the last century. I do not know which of her two sons Is here repre- 
sented ; her eldest was grand-father to the present Lady Clinton, Countess 
Spencer, and Marchioness of Exeter, the co-heiicsses of the Poyntz family. 

But let us pan on into the principal drawing-room ; and here we Hiall 
find a fulfilment of the observation that at Biamshill we see, not only an 
andent house, but an andent house in ita aodent state. For it is not only 
the ample proportions of this fine apartment which strike us, or its fretted 
ceiling, or deeply recessed windows with their broad mullions and latticed 
panes, or its mantel-pieoe of various coloured marbles [nled up to the very 
ceiling — such as these we have seen elsewhere — but it is that aH and every- 
thing in the room agrees, and ii in keeping with these. No modem grate 
usurps the place of the massive and-irons (or diinmey Aogi) piled with 
l<wa. The walls have escaped the honse decora to r and paper-hanger, and 
are hidden by the tapestry han^gs. The conches, too, of an olden shape, 
covered with the handiwork of some fair damsel, whose picture smiles upon 
us in the adjoining rooms — (which the worsted-wo^ng ladies of our 
party will learnedly discourse upon, and cuiioudy examine, ta learn by 

* S«e hii viU in Fren^atire Cowt of CanUrliuTT. 
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what forgotten atitcli cuch wondnnu efiects are produced) — the inlaid 
table* — all teem to belong to a period long paat; and nothing modem glam 
upon the eye, and breaks the spell i^ the old houie and ita cootants. 

But thu room contains somewhat well worth a close examination for the 
merit of their deaiga and curious history— thb Tapcbtribs. Let us care- 
fully inipect them ; but 6nt let me tell you somewhat of tbdr subject and 
history. They represent events in the life and deuth of Decius MuSt 
who we Inow, or ought to know, deroted himself, that is sacrificed him- 
self and threw away his life to appease the Infernal Godx (as he believed), 
and to secure the safety of the people. They are worked from cartoons 
by Rubens. 

I find the great punter thus writing of these very tapestries to Sir 
Dudley Carleton, (from whom he was anxious to obtain a ooUection of 
marbles, by giving him in exchange some oC bis own pictures and a set of 
tqiestries worked from his designs,) iu a letter to Sir Dudley, dated 
Antwerp, X6th May, I6I8 : 

" Toccante le Tapizsarie .... Mandara a v. s. tutte le misuie 
del mio cartone della storia di Decius Mus, Console Romaoo. che » de- 
TOV& per la vittoria del popolo Romano, ma bisognara scrivere a Brusselles 
per averle ^uste, havendo io consgniato ogni cosa al maestro del lavoro. 

" In reelect of the t^wstriea ,1 will send your Elxcellency the 

whole measuremeats of my cartoons of the Histtwy ot Dedus Mus, the 
Roman Consul, who devoted himself for the success of the Roman people ; 
but I shall wnte to Brussels to have them correct, having given everything 
to the master of the works."* 

Sir Dudley Carlettm, however, did not eventually obtain these tapestries 
as it qipears that he made dunce of another set, r^resendng the History 
of Scipia How they found their way to Bramshill — whether they wera 
brought by Rubens to this country on his visit in 1629-30, or whether, as 
is very probable^ they were purchased by Sir John C«^, the second 
of that name, during his reudence abzoad, or by his son, the purchaser <^ 
this house — I have not been ablo to ascertain. 

The cartoons (^ Rubens, from which they were worked, were sold in 
1779, in ihe collecritm of M. Bertells of Brussds, for fifteen hundred 
florins ,- and two of them were afterwards in this country, and were ex- 
hibited at the European GaUeiy in 1791. I do not know where they- 



* Smith'i CUalt^iM, put ii, 101, 2, 3. Hiese deacTiptionB an taken from the 
pictnns in the Xicliteiuteu] Oalleiy. I am not quite sore timt the dssciiption of the 
second mbject exactly cormponds with its representation in tlie tapestry. 
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Rubens also executed & let of pictures frDin these deigns, whkfa are 
now in the Gallerj of the Prince of Lichtenstein, near Vienna. He added 
two others to these four, as there are six pictuies in the Lichtenstein 
Gallery. 

Having thus traced something of the history of these tapestries, and 
oftbecartoonsfnnn which they were executed, let US examine their several 
subjects. The one Dt the farthest end of the room, represents "Dedus con- 
sulting the priests, previous to the battle with the Gauls and Samnites." 

" The General, clad in armour, over which Is cast the paludamentum, 
stands before the priests, awaiting the result of their divinations: aae of 
the latter, habited in splendid sacerdotal robes, is by the altar ; and the 
second priest stands on his right holding the entrails of the victim; a stag 
lies on the ground in front; on the left are two men bringing forward a 
white heifer." This has been engraved by Schmuzer. 

The next is "Deciusaddressing his soldiers previous to the battle." "The 
noble warrior is on anelevation on. the right, in the attitude of addressing 
his troops, some of whom, chiefly officers, bearing the Roman banners and 
enugns, stand before him with profound attention. The time appears 
to be indicated by the sun breaking forth in the east." Engraved also by 
Schmuser. 

At the other end of the room is " The Death of Decius." " In the 
midst of the battle and confusion of an obstinate and sanguinary con- 
flict, is seen the noble Decius falling backwards from his plunging char- 
ger, pierced by a spear in the neck — while one of bis valiant troops, 
mounted on a spirited piebald horse, is avenging bis death. Among the 
dead and dying, with whidi the field is covered, is one lying prostrate on 
his back in the foreground, with a spear broken in his breast." Engraved 
by G. A. MuUer. 

The fourth represents " The Obsequies of Decius." " The dead soldier 
is extended on a couch, on each side of which are several of his companbns 
iu arms. Among those on the left, is a subaltern, rudely holding a female 
by the skirts of her dress with one band, and a captive by the hair of the 
head with the other. The former has an infant in her arms and another 
by her side ; near them is a secondsoldier dragging forward ayoung woman 
by the hair of her head ; three prisoners lie bound in front, and the rich 
spoils of victory, consiflting of gold and ulver vases, &&, are distributed 
on the right. The bead of the couch is decorated with trophies, composed 
of arms, bannersi and the heads of enemies." Engraved in a large plate by 
Adam Bartsch. 

Of these designs, a critic obserrei that they are " most striking, bold. 
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▼igoroua, and rapid ; "* and another that " tb<7 do honour to the name ctf 
tha master ;..... the creative mind of RubenR reigns through- 
out, in the grandeur and nmplicitj of the compoationR."-h 

Ai these curious tapestries cover almost the whole extent of the walls of 
this room, there are but two pictures, one over each door ; vis, : " A 
View in Rome,'* bj Vercoli, over the door by which we entered ; " A 
Seapiece," by Ramsay, over that by which we now pass into the library; 
in which is a large and doubtless valuable collection of books, and above 
the presses containing them, a large number of fomily pictures, among 
which I can only specify the following. 

" Mary, wife of Anthony Cope," lo called in the house, but I know of no 
person of the name answering the description. Is it not rather " the por- 
trait picture of his wife," (Ann, daughter of the celebrated nonjuring 
Bisht^, Nathaniel Spinckes,) bequeathed by Anthony Cope f (See p. 73.) 

"Sir John Cope," the third of the name. He was the uxth Baronet, and 
the purchaser of thu house ; was long in Parliament in the reigns of Queen 
Anne and the two first Georges ; he succeeded his father in 1721, and died 
in 1749- 

" AUce, his Lady." She was the duughtetof Sir Humphrey Monnouz, of 
Wooton, in Bedfordshire, Bart.; was married in 1696, and died within a 
month after her husband. 

" Alice, Lady Monnoux," her mother. She was daughter rf Sir Thomas 
Cotton, of Connington, in Huntingdonshire, Bart, and granddaughter of 
the celebrated Sir Robert Cotton, the collector of the Cottonian Libnuy. 

" Si John Cope," the third of that name, in a large flowing wig; in an 
oval. 

" Anne, his lady," in blue ; a cap end lace kerchief. 

"SirRobertCotton." Isupposefromthedress that thu must be Sir R.C., 
of Hatley St. Geoi^, in Cambridgeshire, brother to Alice, Lady Monnouz, 
above raentiotted. 

" Galen Cope," with a cap ; a scroll in his hand ; youngest son 
of Sir John Cope, the fif^h Baronet. He served for some time as a 
Captain of Horse, but afterwards taking orders, was presented by his 
brother to the family living of Evenley. He was grandfather of the pre- 
sent Baronet. 

" Albian Cope" and " Daniel Cope," two sons of the fifth Baronet, who 
died young. 

" William Cope," sixth ion of the fifth Baronet. He was appointed an 
Enmgn in the Coldstream Guards, in 1 706, and was murdered in the Tower 

* Momy'i Uaodbook of Bouthem QermaT^r, ITS t Smiib's Catalogue. 
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gataimom soon fifWwtirda. The curious circuinstances relating to hia 
murder, and to the diaeaverjr and coD*iction of the mivderer, majr be found 
in the State Trials. 

Between the windows aie— 

"MTB.Ktt." IpronimeElisabethidaughter of Henry WTudhamof Hawk- 
church in Donetshire, Esq., who married William Pitt of Kinj^ston, in the 
same county, Esq. 

" Anne (Booth) Lady Cope." This portrait represent* ber younger 
than either of those before mentioned. 

Over the doora are— 

" Lkdy Bolingbroke." I do not know the punter of this charming portrait, 
niff have I been able with certainty to identify the person it represents ; 
but / Mime it to be Harie Clmre Act Champs de MarsiUy, the second wife 
of the celebrated Henry St. John, Viscount Boliogbroke, the minister 
of Queen Anne's reign. She was niece to Madame de Maintenon, and 
widow of the Marquis de Villette. She was a person o£ remarkable talent 
and delightful manners. 

" Rachael, Dowager Countess of Bath," daughter of Francis Fane, Eari of 
Westmoreland, and sister to I.ady Elisabeth Cope, mother of the fourth 
and fifth Baroneta. She married Henry Boutchier, first Earl of Bath, and 
after his decease, Lionel Cranfield, Earl of Middlesex. 

The rooms through which we have passed, are all situated in the aouth 
front at the house, and look out upon the terrace ; but, travermng the 
library, we are admitted to the gallery. The great length of this apart- 
ment (ISO feet) which extends along the whole east front of the house, 
(die cross piece of our plan, p. 64) the lightness of e&bct of its numerous 
windows — three udes of it being almost all glased — the deeply recessed 
bay in the centre, and its panelled walls, all contribute to gire it a 
pleasing air of antiquity. Its " plenishing," too, is well calcu- 
lated to lead us back to the days when groups of knights in doublet and 
hose, and dames in ruff and farthingale, promenaded in it, or traced the 
measured step of the coranlo. Quaint high-back^ chairs, and c^d 
fashioned furniture, which have grown too ancient and infirm for the more 
decorated drawing rooms, seem to have found their way here to i^iend their 
time in ease and solemn retirement. The walls too are garnished with a 
multitude of prints — some of men of renown in their day, when their like- 
nesws, no doubt, were eagerly sought after, but whose very names are now 
almost forgotten ; some of objectit and scenes of exciting interest at the time, 
which now exist only in the pages of the historian — some exceedingly curious 
maps and plans — a few pictures — Roman baths by an Italian painter of the 
last century — a Lucretia ^of which I think there is an engraving), a por- 
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trtit of George II., and some few family pictures (monllj, I think, in a 
faded >Ute) — makeup theganushinf^i^ tUj annent'looking, and therefore, 
I must RBv, charming gallery. 

But we must leave it : and returning through the libtarj end drawing- 
rm>m,'Bcrossthe*twca>e,weeiiter thechapelroom, an aparttnent of peculiarly 
li^t and elegant ai^Karance; the two deeprecessearfthe wiiidow8,in which 
separate parties might ensconce themselres almost as much apart as if in sepa- 
rate rooms, are a curious feature. Let us enter that formed by the circular 
hay over the principal entrance, and look forth at the extensive prospect; 
just helow us is the long straiglit avenue, bordered by its rows of dark 
oaks ; beyond, the flat heathy country, stietcbing away in the extreme dis- 
tance to the woods f^ Highclere. 

This room ii tii^ in the productions of iiely's pencil. The three pictures 
on each nde of the fire-place (lix in all) are by him. 

" Charles I I.,"his " Qaeen, Catharine of Bragaom," and "Nell Gwynne-" 
Of these it is unnecessary to give any account ; but the three on the 
other side are not perhaps so generally known. 

" Lady-U^>eT Ossory." If this picture is rightly named, 1 do not know 
who it represents. Bryan Fits-Patrick, the Lord Upper-Ossoiy of Charles 
the Second's time, was thrice married : it may be one of these ladies, his tbiid 
wife. Emilie de Nassau, Countess of Ouory, was a celebrated beauty at 
the Court o£ Charles II. ; her picture by Leiy u at Hampton Court 

"Lucy Walters," daughter of Richard Walters, of Haverfordwest, in Pem- 
brokeshire, Esq. She u stud to have been secretly married to King Charles 
It., when a young man. She had by bim a son and a daughter; the son 
was the celebrated James, Duke of Monmouth, ancestor of the Dukes of 
Buccleuch. 

" Margaret, Lady Pratt." She was daughter of Sir Humphrey Forster, 
Bart, who resded in the fine old mansion of Aldermaston, in Berkshire, 
in the ndghbourhood of Bramsbill; she married Sir George Pratt, of 
ColeshiU, also in Berkshire. 

Over tbefire-place is a portrait of "Mr. Tip^g," by Dobson; utttng, (in 
brown) his left hand on the head of a lai^ dog ; an admirable pictutv. 
Dobson was an English artist, who painted much in the manner of Van- 
dyke, who recommended him to King Charles I. This [ncture cert^nly 
gives us a vtrj high idea of his capabilities as a portrait painter. 

Over a door, "William Cope," Cofferer to King Henry VIL, by Holbein. 
Though this picture bears an inscription with this name (evidently muc h 
later than the cnginal painting), I much doubt the authenticity of it : 
either there is an error in the name of the painter or of the person repre- 
sented, for William Cope, who was cofferer of the household, and high in 
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favour with Henry VII., and who was the founder of thia branch of the 
Cope family, died in 1515; he was then at an adTanced age, for his 
eldest son was at that time upwards of forty years rfd ;* but Holbdn was 
then not more than 15 (having been bom in 1*98), and did not come to 
England till many years after WiUiam Cope's death. The peraon here 
represented is a man of between thirty and forty. As far as my know- 
ledge extends, I think the picture is most probably by Holbein : certainly 
not by an earlier painter. It seems highly probable that it is the por- 
trmt t^ Holbraa of Sir Anthony Cope, the son of the Cofierer, William 
Cope. He being a person of considerable eminence in his day — a man of 
learning and an author, connected with the court of Heniy VIII., 
where he eventually became chamberlain to Queen Katharine Pans- 
was a very likely person for Holbein to have punted ; either on 
his arrival here, or possibly abroad ; for Sir Anthony was for a conriderable 
time abroad, and on terms of friendship with many of the learned foreigners 
of the period. The age of the portrait agrees perfectly with this supposi- 
tion, for there is documentary eridencet that, at the time of William Cope's 
death, this, his second son, had not attained the age of 26 ; and he may 
probaUy have been considerably under that age. 

We have been long looking at this picture, and considering 
who it represents ; yet it seems but fair not to raise a doubt as to the 
authenticity of a portrait, without distinctly stating the reasons why such 
a doubt eidsta, and supporting the suggestion of another name by clear 
evidence. 

Between the windows are two pictures of children of Hugh Bethell, by 
Sir Peter Lely. I take them to be the two sons of Hugh Bethell, by Ann 
Cope, his wife, in their infancy. 

There are here also two small, highly-finished pictures of Henry VIII. 
and Edward VI., by Holbein. A portrmt of Miss Greenwood, dau^ter 
of Benjamin Greenwood, of St. Mary Cray, Kent, Esq., and aunt to the 
present Baronet. 

There are also some Dutch pictures in the room, well deserving a careful 
inspection. Over the door, as we come out, is a Sea-piece, with alight- 
house, by W. Vandervelde. 

We have lingered so long, that we can only glance at some of the fur- 
niture here, which is very handsome, and at some curious articles rf orna- 
ment, as ancient china, &c., which are worthy of a close inspection. The 
coling, too, of this apartment (as of many of those we have traversed) is 
highly mnamented, and worked with pendants and enriched cornices. 

* Inqnis. p. mortem. 5 Hen. TiiL 31. t lTi(liii>- 1>. mortem. S Hen. riiL 31. 
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As we descend the Btair-<»se, we may o^Merve among the portraits which 
hang in the inner hall or lobby, that of "Anthony Cope, Esq.," by Vander- 
baack, which he bequeathed to hia nephew. He was the second son of 
the fiftU Baronet, married the daughter of the nonjuring Bishop Spinckes, 
and died in 175D. 

Here is also an exceedingly pleasing picture of " Ann, Lady Cope," daugh- 
ter of Thomas Wyndham, of Yately, Esq., and wife of Sir Richard Cope, 
Sub-DeaiiDfWestminster,thenxth Baronet, whom^e predeceasedin 1765; 
and, I think, some other portraits of her family, the Wyndhams. 

A door at the foot of the greet stcurcate leads us to the terrace, which 
is formed along the south front of the house, between the jKojecting ends, 
beneath which it terminates under an arcade of two aithes ; a bolusttado 
separates it from the pork, with which it communicates by a flight of steps. 
As we walk along the velwty turf of the terrace, we have a good oppor- 
tuni^ of examining the details of this front, of which we before took a 
general and distant view. Pussivg under the omBmental arches at the 
eHstem end, a door admits us to the eecoud terrace; this is of considerable 
dimensions and of a square form. It was in olden time appropriated to 
some ancient game, and the ring through which the ball was driven 
still remains erect in the centre of this t^race. 

We have now completed our circuit of the house and its " [deasauncet," 
and taking ■ last look at its tair walls and gallant buildings, let us lo(^ 
abroad upon the Eiceneiy of the Park. It " is," as an intelligent writer 
observes, " singularly wild and romantic The wild heather blooms in 
rich and luxuriant beauty on the velvet tuif, as though the foot of man 
had never been there to trample on its blossoms.'"* The tall and graceful 
fern, too, waves in feathery beauty in its more retired nooks, while the 
smooth greensward stretches around the mansion end beside the water. 
Here, too, are many goodly trees, especially some fine ancient ^edmens of 
the Gt tribe, to which this soil seems particularly congenial. Some of 
these doubtless have reared their stately heads over Bramshill Park since 
the days when Lord Zouche made the first plantations around his hew 
built house. He was, as I have said, a celebrated borticutturist ; and it is 
more than probable that some of the older trees were planted by him, and 
not unlikely that some of the Fines and other Evergreens may have been 
among the earliest specimens of their kind introduced into England. But 
when we think of Lord Zouche and look upon his trees, Bramshill Park 
assumes an historical importance : — for here it was that the Puritan Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, George Abbot, in the summer of l€30, met with 
the sad accident of shooting the park-keeper. The Archbishop was out 

* Environs of Beading, p. IS. 
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(^ health, and, being advised to try change of air, viated the Lord 
Zouche, the friend of literary men, at BramshiU. Here, notwithstanding 
that he had Mienuously refiiBted the Booh of Sports two jrears before, he 
(with an inconsistency not uncommon in pereons of his opinions) relaxed 
himself bj shooting at the buck; and, with an awkwardness which (we 
may at least hope) proves his inexperience in the sport, he lodged the 
arrow in one Peter Hawkins, a park-keeper, who bled to death in a short 
time. The King, the Clergy, and the people were astounded and horrified at 
this event. " The like had never happened in our Church nor in any other, in 
the person of a Bishop and Metropolitan."* His su!<peniion, the contro- 
vernes that ensued, the refusal of his sufiragens elect to receive conse- 
cration from his blood-stained hands, and hia subsequent pardon under the 
Great Seal, and restoration to the duties of his office — these are matters of 
History t and need not be' related here. But the Archbishop's own 
affliction and deep repentance are not so well known. As long as he 
lived he rigidly observed Tuesday, the day on which the accident 
occurred, as a fast, in perpetual recollection at his mischance; he 
allowed an annuity to the widow of the unfortunate park-keeper; and I 
observe that be provides for her in his will.} The noble Hospital which 
he founded at Guildford, the place of his birth, for a master, twelve 
brethren, and eight sisters, has hecn said to he also one of the fruits of 
his repentance ; but this Is a mistake : for he had sketched out the plan c^ 
that charity, and indeed had laid the first stone of the edifice, the year 
before his fatal hunting in Bramshill Puk ; though it is very likely that 
the extent of his endowment and the amount of his alms deeds may have 
been increased in his affliction for tbe bloodshed of which he had heen guilty. 
So much for the ancient history of Bnmshill ; let us record one fact of 
recent occurrence to be chronicled in its future traditions. The viat of 
Queen Victoria ; — who with the Prince Consort went over the mansion on 
21st January, 1845 (the Court being then at Strath fieldsaye), and ex- 
pressed herself much pleased with tbe view of this ancient English bouse, 
in its olden English state. 

* Hacket'B Life uf Archbiahop WilUanu, p. 65. 

f See & fall account of them in the Biogniphia Britannica, vol. L ut. Abbot. 

t Speaker OnBlon'i Life of Archbishop Abbot. 



dbyGoo<^le 



LUICABTBX CABTU. 



lantaCttr Ca<tlr> 



TiME-HONORSD Lancaster, a town among the most ancient and th« 
noijt liutoric in England, the seat o£ the red ruse, and the capital of the 
laireit duchf that appertains to the lOTeteigntjr of these realms, — Lan- 
caster, rich in bjregone deeds of fame, rich also in judicial events and 
recoUectioiis, though now no longer a place of regal pomp and pride, 
preserres attractions which are more perennial — those exceeding beauties 
of icenerj amid which it has its locality. There is, indeed, no other 
town in England that can hoast of such fine views about it as Lancaster, 
Of one of its aqiects, that from HighGeld, Mrs. Ann Eadcliffe, the re- 
nowned romancist, thus speaks in her Tour to the Lakes : 

"There is a view from this hill as pre-eminent for grandeur, and 
comprehending an extent of sea and land, and a union of the suUime in 
both, which we have never seen equalled. In the green vale of the Lune 
below lies the town, spreading up the side of a hill over-topped bj the 
old towers of the castle and church. Bejond, over a ridge of gentle 
heights which bind the west side of the vale, the noble inlet of the sea, 
that flows upon the Ulverstone and Lancaster sands, is seen at the feet 
of an amphitheatre formed by nearly all the mountains of the Lakes ; an 
exhibition of Alpine grandeur, both in form and colouring, which, with 
the extent of water below, composes a scene perhaps faintly rivalling that 
of the lake of Geneva. To the south and west, the Irish Channel finishes 
the view." 

But we must leave the town Itself to more particularly contemplate its 
.main and most decorative feature, the Castle. This is one of the surpass- 
ingly magnificent buildings of En^and. In appearance it somewhat 
resembles the royal abode of Windsor, which, at various periods of our 
annals, it rivalled in stately splendour and stirring events. To detail 
more minutely the Lancastrian edifice's historic and architectural great- 
ness, we recur, with satisfaction, to a very able description, published at 
I.ancaster by Mr. fiarwick, and here acknowledge the assistance it affaria 
us. 

" Lancaster Castle occupies, with the church, a commanding position on 
a hill to the west of the town. The Roman Castrum was commenced on ' 
the rite of the present castle, the outline of the camp being an ellipsis, 
with a douhle wall and moat round the summit of the entire hill. Part 
of the moat yet remains. The form of the castle, as erected by the 
Romans, was a polygim. Two round towers are remembered by persons 
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yet living, cniTesponding in iibape trith the foundatiiini of other Bonun 
lowen since discovered, and which lead to the belief that the castle once 
connsted of seven of these towers, distant from each other about twenty' 
nx paces, and joined by a tmiall and open gallery. The pretent towen 
are the Dungeon tower, Adritin's tower, the Well tower, the Gateway 
tower, and the large square central citadel called the Lungess. Of these, 
the lower part of Adrian's tower, the small square tower on the south 
side of the castle odled the Dungeon tower, and the Well tower are 
supposed to be Roman. The Li^e square tower built by Roger of Poitoii, 
the Norman baron, rises in imposing majeety above the rest of the pile. 
Many antiquarians have supposed that the foundations of the Lungess 
tower are of Saxon origin. Be this as it may, there is little doubt that 
the supentructure is Norman, and of such raasxive strength as to tud 
defiance for many ages yet to come to the attacks of time. The cattle 
was anciently surrounded by a cemented and almost indestructible nuua 
called the Weiy wall, made I^ the Romans. The Wery wall might be 
seen in many places less than a hundred years ago, together with the ditch 
outfdde of it. This wall, when described t^ Stukely, ran west of the 
castle and church, towards Bridge-lane, pointing directly on the river. 
At Bridge-lane it made an angle, and ran along the brow of the hill, to 
Church-street. 

"The Gateway tower, though of less vast proportions than the Norman 
keep, is the most {ncturetque part of the building. - It was built by John 
n'Gaunt, whose statue occupiex a niche over the entrance. The lilies of 
Prance, semi-quartered with the lions of England cut in a shield, were 
placed on one side of the entrance ; with a kbel ermine of three points, 
the disdnction of John o'Gauiit, on the other. The Gateway tower is 
flanked by two octagonal turrets, 66' feet high, surrounded by watch 
towers. Round the towers and over the curtain are over-hanging battle- 
ments, supported by three rows of corbels, perforated in a perpendiculur 
direction, to allow of boiling water or molten lead being poured dnwn 
upon assailants, in the event of an escalade. The castle underwent a 
thorough repidr and restoration by John o'Gaunt. It had suffered greatly 
from the fury of the Scots, who, in lSi3, invaded England, and burnt 
Lancaster, doing great damage to the castle. John o'Gaunt deepened and 
restored the ancient moat, placed a drawbridge in front of his Gateway 
tower, and put up a portcullis of thick wrought iron, the place of whidi 
may still be seen at the entrance gate. 

" The Castle of Lancaster in the time of John o'Gaunt was at the height 
of its grandeur and magnificence. Ever rniee the creation of the barony 
of Lancaster by the Norman Conqueror, Lancaster Castle had been not 
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nAj a ■trong miliUry fortrew, but also the bannual readence. But its 
palmieiit days were under tlie earls and dukes of Lancaster, before the 
duchy became an appendage of the crown. Either members of the royal 
fatnilj of England bj birth, or in alliance with the Uood-royal by mar- 
riage, the dukes and earlii of Lancaster held their court in the Castle of 
Lanimstet in tomething like royal statf. It beoime ihe resort of the flower 
of fiogUad's chivalry. Barons, knights, and esquires who had won im- 
mortal honour on the weli-fougfat plains of France, aa well as Indies of 
high birth and gentle breeding, were entertained as guests within its 
walls, or formed the suite of the*e powerful nobles and their families. 
The dresses of the court were, as we have seen, of the richest character. 
Many were the gay processions of high-bom dames upon that palfreys, 
and gallants in attendance upon their chaigera, that wended their way 
down the Market-street of that day, upon some excursion of health or 
pleasure. Hawking was a favourite sport, in which the ladies of the 
court took great delight j and the chief falconer on such occasions became 
as important pcnooage. The pleasures of the chase often mimmoned the 
nobles and knights from their early repose ; a laige red deer, with horns 
much lu-ger than our jM«sent bucks, being found in great plenty in the 
tareat of Bowland, in Wyerwlale, Roebumdale, Hindbimidale, &c. On 
other occasions the men-at-arms and archers were marched out for military 
inspection and review, while the dames of the court were sure to lend 
animation to the scene by thor presence. Archery was a favourite pas- 
time ; and the meadow to the south-west of the castle, in which the modem 
Tuxopht^tet (known as the John o'Gaunt's archers) meet for practice, 
has probaUy often been the scene of friendly trials of skill, in which orchera 
in suits o£ " Lincoln green" have contested the prise with the sturdy Lan- 
cashire bowmen. The walls of the castle itself were daily the scenes of 
brilliant pageants and princely festivities. The barons and vassals of the 
honm' held of the Earls of Lancaster as in chief, and were under a sove- 
reign allegiance and fealty to them, as they to the king. The surrounding 
barons, knights, and tenants, were bound to frequent the palace of the 
earl, both to do feudal suit and service, and also to grace his court with 
ttieir presence. To these, on state occamons, magnificent hospitality was 
tendered ; nor w^re these state feasts, at vrtiich the ladies of the court 
were entertained, without the further sanction which the presence of 
bishops, prion, and other ecclesiastics could confer. The noble baron of 
beef, the foaming tankard of ale, and the wine of Bordeaux for the guests 
above the salt ; the affability of " the good Earl," and, afterwards, of " the 
good Duke" of Lancaster; the rude mirth and good humour of the feuda 
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ere ; the peals of laughter which followed the witddans oT lorae favourite' 
and privileged jester, all testifies that 

' Twas iDerry io the Hall, 
When beards wagged bIL' 

" The cattle gradually went into decajr until the rdgn of Elisabeth. 
The threatened Spankh armada caused the various castles and forts along 
the coast to be put Into a utate of defence, and Lancaster Castle underwent 
a thorough renovation. In the battUment of the Lunges* Tower maj be 
seen a straw with the inscritition, 

'E. R. 
1505 R. A.' 
The first initials ate, of course, those <rf the Queen ; the latter denote 
the High SheriiFt^ the County in 1985 (Ralph Ashton, Esquire). The 
castle suffered greatly during the civil war^ and ita history since that 
period has been amply that which attaches itself to it as the County Gaol 
and Debtors' Prison. 

" The history c^ the political and criminal trials of which Lancaster 
Castle has been the theatre, would make a most bulky but interesting 
Tolume." 

To speak of the castle as it is, the structure occu{nes an elevated dtuation 
to the west of the town. It is come at either by a steep ascent from the 
higher end of Market-street, or by the Churdi steps from Church-street, 
which also conduct to the Church yard. The approach from Marked 
street gives the best idea of the commanding position of the castle. The 
Gateway tower is here seen in all its picturesque and compact beauty. 
The interior of the Gateway tower contains the Governor's office, and 
an apartment in which are preserved arms and ammunition, fetters, hsnd- 
cuffi, &C. During the shock of an earthquake on the morning of March 
17, 1843, which was severely felt in many of the northern provinces, the 
fetters and other prison implements in the Gateway tower clanked against 
each other with great violence. 

The first view of the interior of the Court is grand and imposing. 
Before is the huge square Lungess towsr, looking like a pie hevm square 
from the solid rock. The various modem prison buildings to the right 
and left, with their smooth and solid masonry and ardiitectural dispo&tion, 
are seen to great advantage from the castle yard, which contains a fine 
open area of S800 square yards. Most of the buildings abutting on the 
castle yard are modem, and date from 1788, when the castle was enlarged 
and improved under the authority of an act for improving prisons. 
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The Great Tower ii of euormoiu rtiength. A winding stainsse of low 
DUTow stone steps at the S.W. angle of the Great Tower leads to apart- 
ments occupied by the male crown prisoners. The old Shire Hall, a lofty 
and ^Micious room with a deeply recessed window and strong iron bars, is 
contained in the Great Tower, and is now used as an hospital. The old 
Crown Court is west of the debtors' arcade and rooms, and is now occu- 
pied by the Duchy Court and Council Room. Adjoining it are two 
i^iartmentB of great sice and height called the Howard and Hanwajr 
rooms, uaed for sleeping rooms for the better conducted felons, and well 
ventilated. The modem portions of these buildings were erected in 
1793- 

The winding staircase before mentioned conducts to the summit of 
the Great Tower. The only turret of this tower remaining is one called 
John o'Gaunt's chair. The view from this commanding elevation is thus 
depicted by the poetic pencil of the authoress of the "Mysteries of 
Udolpbo." " Overlooking the Lune and its green slopes, the eye ranges 
to the bay of the sea beyond, and to the Cumberland and Lancashire' 
mountains. On an island near the extremity of the peninsula of Fumess, 
the double p«Knt of Peel Castle stands up from the sea, hut is so distant 
that it resemUes a forked rock. This peninsula, which separates the 
bay of Ulverstone from the Irish channel, swells gradually into a pointed 
mountun called Black Combe, thirty miles from Lancaster, the first in 
the amphitheatre that binds the bay. Hence a range of lower, but more 
broken and forked summits, extends northwards to the fells of High 
Fumess, rolled behind each other — huge, towering, and dork ; then, 
higher still, Langdale Pikes, with a confusion of other fella that crown 
the bead of Windermere end retire towards Keswick, whose gigantic 
mountains, Hellvellyn and Saddleback, are, however, sunk in the distance, 
below the horison of the nearer one*. The top of Skiddaw may be dia- 
cemed when the air is dear, but is too far oST to appear with dignity. 
From Windermere Fells the heights soften towards the vale of Lonsdale, 
on the east side of which Ingleborough rears his rugged front, the loftiest 
and most majestic in the scene. The nearer country from this point of 
the landscape is intetsected with cultivated hills, between which the Luno 
wends its bright but shallow stream, felling over a weir, and passing 
under a very handsome stone bridge at the entrance of the town, in its 
progress to the sea. A ridge of rocky eminences shelters Lancaster on 
the east, whence they decline into the low and uninteresting country 
that stretches to the chanueL" 

Oa the east nde of the castle, near the vestiges of Adrian's Tower, is 
tlie Record office of the duchy and county palatine. The apartment in 
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tliis tower in which the uchiTCS ot the coantj are kept u called John 
o'Gaunt's Oven, and is thirty-^ght feet high. 

The new Crown and County Courti on the north-west and north ndes 
of the castle next claim attention. They are approached t^ a beautiful 
terrace of stone, and present an extensive frontage of modem Gothic 
architecture. The Crown Court ia a square and lofty Hall, which will 
contdn 1500 persons. 

The Shire' Hall and Nisi Prius Court is a most elegant structure. It 
is flamed by the moiety of a space of fourteen equal sides. The roof 
is supported by seven clustered columns of four angle shafts each, which 
spread into Gothic arches of great lightness and beauty. The ceiling is 
of open stone work. Here, as in the Crown Court, the body of the Court 
is raised along the whole breadth by broad steps. The east side of the 
Hall is ornamented by an alcove of tracery-work, terminating in finials, 
ftrfiage, and miniature turrets. 

The Castle temtce Is a ddightful promenade, with a solid stone pave- 
ment always clean and dry, and overlooking a romantic combination of 
land and water, bay and mountain. Beneath the raised stone terrace are 
a lower terrace and parade, contuning a lawn and a few young trees. 
The latter terrace and the Church yard are a favourite promenade, which, 
in point of beauty, few towns can equal. 

The book from which we borrow, thus very sagely remarks as to the 
foct of Lancaster Castle being preserved for the purposes of a seat of 
justice, a use certainly not unworthy of its former greatness : 

" Some writers, who yet allow that Lancaster Castle is one of the 
finest objects in the kingdom, are perverse enough to complain of the 
integrity and usefulness of the structure. lo the place of these magnificent 
towers, occupying a commanding site, and conveying the Idea of vast 
etrength, they would have ruined walls and crumbling battletnents over- 
grown l^ ivy, and speaking of partial demolition and decay. Such are 
not our notions of the requirements of the picturesque, nor will they be 
thoae of the majority of intelligent visitors. The associations of baronial 
qtlendor — of feudal haughtiness— of [^ncdy hosjntality— and of the pomp 
and circumstance of chival^— are recalled much more vividly by those 
seemingly impregnable walls, than by any of the Inoken linea and di^ 
mantled battlements of those who hold that 

Beauty never dwells 
Til] use is exiled. 

" Lcng_ therefore, may the proud Norman Keqi, the magniSccnt Gatc- 
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Wfty, &ad the rest of tliose ducal towen rear their mighty heads, imtouded 
by the tooth of time or of n^lect." 

So Bay we : and long may they cxmtinue to he graced, if not by 
sovereignty itaelT, then by that ermined majesty of England, which wielda 
the Bword and poises the balance of Justice in a manner unrivalled at any 
time by any other country of the universe. 



KanteooH €a*tU, ^orM^n. 

This picturesque and interesting ruin possesses peculiar claims on the 
attention of the snUquary, as well on account of its extreme antiquity 
and curious reminiscences, as in consequence of the remarkable fact, of 
it! having uninterruptedly continued in the possession of the lineal de- 
scendants of the original grantee, Robert de Romelli, (who received 
this fair domain, together with its numerous manon, and dependent lord- 
ships, as well as all Craven and Richmond, from the immediate gift of the 
Conqueror), until the year 1654, when Robert de Rythre removed from 
Harewood Castle to the Isle of Aiholme, in Lincolnshire. 

The untimely death of the "boy of Egremond," in the river Wharfe, 
on the memory of which "the poet's pen" has set the impress of immor- 
tality,*constitute8 an incident in every way calculated to lend an additional 
interest to the — 

" streams and dells. 
Fruit, foliage, crag, wood, corn-field, moualain, lake," 

aurrounding this " chiefless castle,'' and to invest with a melancholy charm, 
those 

" Gray but leafy walla, where Ruin greenly dwens," 

Other consequences were also the result of that event ; on the Lady Avici* 
de Romelli, sister of the "boy of Egremond," devolved, as sole heir, the 
vast poaseanons of Robert de Romelli, in Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, 6(C. Thia 
"well-dowered dame" married William de Mescbines, nephew of the 
ConqueiDr, brother of the Earl of Chester, and Lord of Coupland, and 
other places ; the result of which union, was the birth of two daughters, 
between whom, as coheirs, the ancestral estates were ultimately divided. 
The younger of these, the Lady Cecilia, married into the Royal Family of 
Scotland, whilst the elder, Avida, Lady of Horewood, Skipton, Sec, cur- 
ried her moiety to her husband, Warine FilzGendd, eldest son of Wanue 
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FiuGenld, Chamberlain to Henry the Fint ; from a jouagu waa of 
whom, the Ducal Houae of Leinaler, in Ireland, ia derived. The line of 
FitsGerald terminated in an heiien, through whoac marriage with Lord 
de Courd, Baron of Stoke Courd, Harewood paised into that Tamilj, the 
eldest branch of which, also being finally reprcaented by an heiren. who 
intermarried with Lord de Li«le, of Bougemont, the caatle became the 
prindpal residence of his lordship's descendants. This Lord de Lisle was 
remarkable, as being one of the fint Knights of the Garter. His lordship's 
faeiiess, Elisabeth de Lisle, having married William, Lord Aldeburgh, 
who was summoned to the House of Lords, in 1S7S, Harewood Castla 
became the residence of that family. Edward Baliol, King of Scotland, 
ba*ing about this lime been driven out of Us own dominions, was, 
throughout a considerable period, most kindly welcomed and hoai»tably 
entertained at Harewood Castle, by his kinsman. Lord Aldeburgh, in 
commemoration of which event, and alao of the consanguinity ot the 
parties. Lord de Aldeburgh caused the royal arms of Baliol to be elabo- 
rately sculptured, and placed over the principal entrance of the castle, in 
immediate proximity with those of Aldeburgh. His lordship's only son. 
Sir William de Aldeburgh, dying in tbe lifetime of his father, and with- 
out isMje, Harewood Castle, with its numerous lordships and manors, de- 
Ttdved on his daughters, Sybilla and Elizabeth, the former of whom 
became Lady de Rythre, having married Sir William de Rythre, of Rythre 
Castle, Yorkshire, the lineal descendant and representadve of William, 
hard de Rythre, who was summoned to Parliament in 1297. Sir William 
and Lady de Rythre, bya deed, executed in the 15th of Richard H., con- 
veyed certain landu, in their manors of Kyrkeby Orblawers, and Kereby, 
in Nottinghamshire, to the Monastery of Beauvale, in the same county, for 
the appointment of two priests to ting masses daily, and for ever, for the 
•ouls of themselves and their descendants, and also for the soul of their 
relation, Edward Baliol, King of Scotland. Lord Aldebur^h's other 
daughter, Elisabeth, married first. Sir Bryan Stapleton, second son of Lord 
Stapleton, <£ Bedal, co. York, and his wife, Agnes, only child and heir of 
Lcvd Fitzalan. This marriage was unproductive of issue- Her ladyship 
married, secondly, Sir R. Redmayne, and had issue, a son. Between the 
descendants of these dsters, the De Aldeburgh peerage fell into abeyance 
until, on the extinction of Lady Redmayne's descendants, it became vested 
exclumvely in the representative of Lady de Rythre. The subjoined ex- 
tract, from Thoresby's Leeds, may not prove uainterestiug. " These un- 
fortunate Saxons falling into the immediate gra^ of the Conqueror, lost 
thai chance of compounding for an inferior tenure under a new grantee, 
and appear to have been wboUy disseised of this fair domain of Hare- 
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Wood. At the time (^ the Domefldaj Survey, there wu neither church 
nor castle here, but the erection of both is attributable most unquestion- 
ably to Robert de Romelli, the first grantee from the Conqueror. The 
first notice of the former, however, appears in the grant of the Lady 
Avitna de Komelli to the ch^tel of the Holy Sepulchre in York Cathe- 
dral, and a Norman arched window, yet remaining, will carry up the date 
of that portion, at least, to the earHett period uf the twelfth centuiy. 
This is a fortunate place; blessed with much beauty and fertility, and ia 
the compass of a country village, with an enUie, though dismantled castle, 
surrounded by a wide extent of plantatums and pkanire grounds, and a 
parish church, filled with unmudlated sculpture rf the fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries. But one portion <d the place is fraught with interest 
to the loTer of genius and of virtue ; for while the long series of the 
Hiords of Harewood produced nothing but ordinary knights and banms, 
who fought, and hunted, and died, and were forgotten, Gawthorpe was 
the patrimonial residence of Chi^ Justice Sir William Gascoigne, and the 
&vorite retreat of his illustrious but unfortunate descendant the Earl of 
Strafford. The following quotation will demonstrate what delight the 
place was capable of afibrding to that great man, before the charms ot 
ambition had seduced him from the better occupations and sincerer plea- 
sures of a country life ; had he never abandoned bis pleasure grounds, 
lakes, gardens, and fish-ponds, he would have died indeed, a country 
gentleman, but probably, in a good old age, and in the course cf nature." 

" Sir Thomas Wcntnortb, to Sir Geoi^ Calvert, principal Secretary of 
State. 

" Our harvest IB all in; a most fine season to make fish-ponds ; our plums are 
all gone and past ; peaches, quinces, and grapes almost fully ripe, which will, I 
know, hold belter relish with a Thistleworth palate. These only, we conatry 
gentlemen muse of, hoping, in such harmlesa reUremcnt, Tor s just defence fivm 
the higher powers, and possessing ourselves in contentment, pray vrith Dryt^e, 
in the poet — 

< Et n qua eat pietas ab acnts vulnere fidcia 
Et pecoris morsu fivndes defendite nostras.' 

" Gawthorpe, Aug. 31, 1634." 

I shall be^ with the castle and its lords. This once singularly fine 
and stately edifice stands oa the steep slope of the hill, rising southwards, 
to which the lower floors are adapted. The principal entrance has been 
from the north-east, and beneath a square turret, adorned with the shields 
of Do Aldeburgh and Baliol, a compliment from Lord de Aldeburgh to his 
royal kinsman, Edward Baliol, whom his lordship protected and enter- 
tained here, when driven out of his own dominions in Scotland. On the 
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occanon of the sojourn here of the King, Lord Aldebui^h provided a 
costly service of gold and fitver veitgels, on wtiich were iascribed certain 
aentences in the Latin language, commenoratiTe of the rojal exile's resi- 
dence at Korewood Castle. The walls of the great hall were decorated 
with expensive hangings, and portraits of bis lordship's ancestor?. Lords of 
Marewood, chiefly done by Italian masters, whilst silver lamps, fed with 
fragrant oils from the Levant, were tastefully pendant from the cdling 
and profusely disposed amongst the hangings. Finely trained steeds, and 
hounds of divers kinds, also contributed to alleviate the misfortunes of the 
illustriouB guest ; nor did the anxious concernment of the host confine 
itself to thing!! temporal ; the spiritual welfare of bis Majesty was attended 
to with like care, as appears by the institution of two priests at the 
Monastery of Beauvale, to sing masses for the soul of Edward Baliol, by Sir 
William d^ Rythre, the heir and son-in-law of bis lordship. 

Between the shields of Aldeburgh and Baliol is the piedestinarian 
motto of the founder in black letters, "Wat Sal be Sal." A beautifully 
sculptured apartment over the space between the outer and inner doorway 
of this tower has been the domestic oratory, richly adorned with shields 
and arms. The great ball, which b of the most ample dimensions, is ren- 
dered extremely remarkable by a recess near the upper end of the west 
wall, which has almost every appearance of a tomb contemporary with the 
building, and a tomb it has been repeatedly affirmed to be. But of whom ? 
Of the founder, certainly, if it were a tomb at all; yet is he known to 
have been interred in the parish church; beiddes, whoever dreamed in 
those days of being buried in unconsecrated earth ; or, what heir would 
have permitted ao incongruous a drcumstance in a scene of conviviality ? 
Besides, the original slab has been removed, and, instead of a stone coffin, 
nothing appears but a mass of solid grout-work, while, instead of kneeling 
figures of priests or children, beneath is discovered, on a sort of frieee, a 
light and elegant enrichment of vine leaves and grapes. 

From the last circumstance, combined with its situation at the bead of 
the high table, it would appear to have been an ancient side-board. The 
union of Gawthorpe and Harewood has never been distinctly accounted 
for; Gawthorpe being in the township of Harewood, and never enume- 
rated amongst the mesne manors dependent on the honor, does not appear 
to have been a manor at all, but merely a portion of Harewood. But it 
gave name and residence to a family, whose heirs brought it to the Gas- 
ccttgnes, in which name it continued till another heiress brought it to the 
name of Wentwotlh ; this lady was mother of Sir Thomas Wentworth, 
afterwards Earl of Strafibrd. 

However, the evidence of various inquisitions clearly demonstrates that 
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Gawthorpe wag a subinfeudation of Harewood, held by the Gascoignes 
from the Lord de Lide, Lord Aldeburgh, and subsequently from the De 
Rythres, the heirs and lineal representBtiTea of those noble families ; hold- 
ing, as has been shewn, hy subinfeudatiou, the Gascoignes were con- 
sequently vassals of the De Bythres and theii ancestors during several 
centuriefl. 

The GafKoignes appear to have been a prudent, thriving, and ctrcum- 
■pect family ; the De Rythres, generous, hospitable, unsuRpicious, and con- 
fiding, and as a natural effect of such conduct, the vassal, as in many other 
instances, ultimately supplanted the lord ; for at the time when the fee of 
Gawthorpe vested in the heiress of the Gascoignes, and through that lady 
in her son the Earl of Strafibrd, the male line of the De Kythreg was sur- 
viving. 

Robert De Rythie, the last of the name who inhabited Harewood Castle, 
appears from an inquintion to have been aged twenty-one yean, A° 38 
Elizabeth. lo 1634 be finally removed from this stately habitation of hii 
ancient and lordly line, and retired to the isle of Azbolme, in Line Inshire, 
cme of the hereditary estates of the family, where he died in 1637, 
aged 87. 

It is a mngular fact, that aAer the intermarriage of the two co-heirs of 
Lord Aldeburgh with Sir William De Rythre and Sir R. Redmayne, 
respectively, the two families thus united, during eight descents of the one 
and nine of the other, seem to have lived on such cordially intimate and 
friendly terms, that they not only kept the estate undivided, but inhabited 
the castle alternately, and not unfrequently together. Throughout this 
very lengthened period, Rythre Castle, near Selby, with its lordly depen- 
dencies and valuable manors, including the broad and fertile lands of Scor- 
croft, remained in posseuion of that family. 

The entire succession of tlie hereditary lords of Harewood from the 
period of (he Conqueror, is distinctly exbibiled and deduced with the 
greatest accuracy in the elaborate pedigree hereunto annexed ; heralds' 
visitations, and sucMssive inquisitions, bother with numerous records ol 
the moat authendc nature, form the materials out of which it has been 
constructed. The De Rythre arms repeatedly occur in sculpture and 
stained glass. In the great ball they were formerly exhibited with the 
following quartering*, and are still extant in the church of Harewood : — 
1st, azure, three crescents or ; 2nd, argent, eight cross crosslets fich^, in 
centre a lion's head erased asure; Sid, gules, a cross vair^ flory, argent 
and asure ; 4th, gules, a lion rampant argent, charged on the bhoulders 
with a fleur-de-lis, axure ; 5th, or, a fesse between two chevron s sa ; 6lh 
loiengy, argent and gules ; 7th, ermine, a chevron gules, charged with 
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three shellfl a^ent ; 8th, uure, three crescents or. Harewood Manor, 
when in poweuioa of the De Itythre family, had annexed to it the fal- 
lowing manon, lordships, honors, and dependencies :— Gawthorpe. Wylce, 
East Keswick, Hetheric, Weardley, Wiacoe-Hill, Barton, Leonard, Thorpe- 
Ash, Loft-House Head, Stubbs, Tick-Hill, Sea-Croft, Ouston Bslne, &c 
In consequence of Sir Robeit Aske, son-iu-law of Sir Ralph De Rjdue, 
having been implicated as leader in the insurrection termed the "Pilgrim- 
age of Grace," which occurred in the year 1536, and had for its object the 
re-eatahliahment of the Roman Catholic religion, and in which the leading 
nobilitj and gentry of Yorkshire and other counties had almost universally 
participated, a very large proportion of the De Rythre estates underwent 
confiscation, although it would appear that Sir Robert Aske was merely ia 
possession of them as trustee fur his brother-in-law, Henry De Rythre, 
who was then an infant. Yet in these dajrs of arlntnu? power the injus- 
tice was submitted to, although the lands were, and in all probabili^ still 
ere, redaimaUe by the lineal hmr and representative of the De Rythres. 

On the suppression of the insurrection. Sir Robert Aske was executed, 
drawn and quartered, at York ; Sir Thomas Percy, son of the earl of 
Northumberland, together with many other persons of rank and distinction 
were subjected to a similarly unhappy fate. It may not be uninteresting 
to introduce here the advertisement by which this fine property was 
recommended to public notice. It will serve to convey some idea of its 
nature and extent, and also to exhibit the difference which obtains be- 
tween the unpretending and unexaggerated productions of those times and 
the puff of a modem auctioneer. This occurred shortly after the death of 
the unfortunate Earl of Strafford, into whose posscssian it had come 
through the instrumentality of the causes already detailed, namely, the 
cunning and gradual encroachments of his maternal ancestors, the Gas- 
eoignes, on their confiding and improvident lords, the De Rythres, and the 
efifects consequent on the attainder of Sir Robert Aske. This occurrence 
took place shortly after the removal of Robert de Rythre to Axholme, when, 
for the first time, Harewood Castle ceased to be the reffidence of an here-* 
ditary proprietor, after having been, throughout a period of more than six 
centuries, uninterruptedly the principal seat of an unbroken line of here- 
ditary knights and nobles. 

" lOtt NovemlF 1656. 

"A particular of the Castle and iubjiot of Harwood, conteyneinge the de- 
pendency of Gawthorpe, and divers lands, tenemen"> Hereditam*^ hereafter 
mentioned, in the Co. of York. 

"Thb Castle Dbcatbd; 
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" The (eignior; of gi«at CKtent, though formerly greater before the out-pani 
thereof were cat off. 

" The cutle of Harwood decajed, yet the itooes thereof being much ashler, 
aod the timber that ii left St for building an hantom new house, &c^ maj save 
a deale of charges in the atooe work, or (else if slloned to the tenaota of Har- 
wood towne fbr repairs and huildinge) would be very useful and ueceaaary for 
that purpose, counderiog it ia a market lowne. Therefore the caslle may be 
Sludged to be well worth £IOa There is beloDgiag to the aame a rer; large 

" There U a charter ohtaeined by Sir William de Rythre for a market to be 
held every Monday in this towne of Ilarewood. 2 head foirea, besides a fort- 
night ftire in aummer lyme; which if well managed might bring in tyme the 
market to a good height. There ia a mannor of great eitent, with court leet 
and court baron, wuves aod estrayes and Felon goods, be, belonging to the 
same, also Urge commons i the whole well stored with all kinds of Wild Fowles { 
the river of Wharfe aSbrding greate store of FiBhe, aa aalmon, trout, chevina, 
oreinuB, and eyles. The lord of the mannor being the Impropriaf hath the 
presentation of the vicar to the vicatridge. In the groundes contained in this 
particular there is great store of timber trees, and wood besides the hedgerows, 
andbesidea wood tobee left for the repayer of Houses and mill dama worth at least 
£-2000. The opinion of divers is that all the wood contained in this particular 
is worth £3000. The stank or pond att Uollin Hall is well stored with carp, 
and eyles. The atank or pond att Gawthorpe with trout, roch, gudgeons, and 
eyles. Gawthorpe Ball moat part of the walls built with good atone, and all 
the houses covered with slate and a great part of that new building. Four 
Twnns in the oulde buildings all waynscotted. Five la^e rooma in the new 
building all waynscotted Ukewiae, and cdlored like wall tree. The matereals of 
which house if soutde would raise £600 at leaste. To this belongetb a parke 
in former tymes well stored with deere ; a park like place it is with a brooke 
muDing through the middle of it, which tuins Ibnr pair of mill stones att 3 
inillea. Upon the river of Wharfe there is a com mill with 2 pur of milatones, 
the dam of which was almost all made new laste yeare and cost near unto £100. 
There is a garden and orchards about 6 acres in coropasse, fenced round with 
high stone walles. The garden towards the north side hath (bur wallea lying 
one above another ; both the gardena and orchards well planted with great store 
of fruit trees of several kindes. The court leet and court Baron att present ex- 
tend over the following townships — Harewood, East Keswick, Wyke, Wigion, 
Weardley, Weeton cum Wealcoe Jlill, Dunkeswick." 

The church of Harewood having been ^ven by the lady Anda de 
RomeUi to the chapel of St. Mary, ia York Cathedral, the donation wa« 
contested by Warine Fitz Gerald, who had married her grand-daughter. 
This was in the 10th of John, 1309, and appears to have been successful; 
but in the year 1353, Lord de Lisle of Rougeinont, conadCTing that his aa- 
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cestors, Lordfi of Harewood, hod been benefactors to the piioiy of Boltnn in 
Craven, gave the odvowBon of this cbtirch to that house, on condition that 
they should grant to him nnd his heirs ii rent charge of 100/. per annum, out 
of Howden, Wigton, and other lands ; and that a chantr; of sis pneats 
(difiering from a college only in the terms of the incorporation) should be 
founded at Harewood, and seven at the priory of Bolton, to sing masseg 
daily for the souIb of Robert Lord de Lisle, his father, and Margaret 
Lady de Liale, hie mother, besides a special collect for himself, his children, 
and his lineal heir or representative, in every generation for ever. A benefice 
which could Eustun such a charge, must have been very opulent indeed. 
The advowson of the vicar^e was vested in the prior «nd canons of Bolton 
until the dissolution, when it appears to have returned to hi« lordship's 
hereditary successors, the De Rythres, Lords of Harewood. The present 
church surpasses any parish church in the county, in the number, beauty, 
and perfect preservation of the tombs of its lords ; those which exhit»t the 
greatest taste, and most elaborate sculpture, belong to the Ue Rythre 
family, with regard to whom thb curious particular is observable, namely, 
that for some centuries after 1370, they bad sepulture alternately here 
and in Rythre church. The moat interesting tomhj independently of the 
mere merits of the structure, is that of Sir William Gascoigne of Gaw- 
thoipe, on which he is represented in bis scarlet robes, with his ccnf cover- 
ing his head as of old, and an antique purse at his girdle ; the eSigy of 
Elizabeth, his wife, is also exhibited ; she was the daughter of Sir William 
Mowhray, of Kirklington. A brass fillet surrounding the tomb, which 
was torn away during the civil wars, bore the following inscription: — 

" Hie jscent WiUiclnius Gascoigne, nup. cap. just, de Banco Hen. nup. Regis 
Angliae quarti. £t Elizabetha uxor ejus qui quidcm W ob. die domioica IV. 
die decembris anno dui M.CCCC.XII.XIV. Hcnricis IV. factus judex. 
M.CCCC.I.'- 

Opposite to this is the truly magnificent tomb of Sir William de Rythre, 
and his wife Sybilla, the daughter and coheir of Lord de Aldeburgh ; the 
statues of these, which are finely sculptured, are cumbent and nearly entire. 
The monument of the Redmayne famUy is also in a very high state of 
preservation. The figure of Lord de Lisle, an ancestor of the De Rythres, 
distinguished by the armorial bearings of his family, a fess between two 
chevrons, exhibited on his tabard, was perfectly entire, in the east window 
of the north chapel, until the church was repaired in 1793, when it was 
removed to a lumber room in Harewood Houee, and forgotten. On a 
subsequent search it could nowhere be found. This circumstance b very 
much to be regretted, as, independently of the merits whidk it possessed as 
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a wotI of Bit, s very connderaUe degree of interest must necessarily have 
attached to it, not only through the contideration of ita high antiquity, 
but on account of his lordship having been the first Kiiight of the Garter, 
and one of the most muoiScent benefactors of the church itself. The west 
end of the church opened into the former pleasure grounds oi Harewood 
Castle. It is kept with the neatness of a Cathedral, and seems to have 
suffered principally by the removal of the screens and lattices, a proceeding 
which sadly interferes with the religious solemnity of the scene. Another 
innovation, the bad taste of which cannot be sufficiently condemned, 
occurred in the destruction of the gorgeous canopy, which heretofore 
formed a most appropriate sepulchral appendage to the tombs of the De 
Rythres. " Instead, however, of deploring what is gone in compliance with 
the rage of tasteless innovation, there is more cause to rejoice on account of 
what remtuns, and it is to be hoped that these beautiful memorials of the 
De Rythres and Gascoignes Till long be preserved, ranking as they do 
amongst the most valuable and interesting remnants of ancient art." 

In the Gmtleman'i Magazine the foUovring lines occur; they appear to 
have been written in deprecation of the intended removal of Robert de 
Rythre, or Ryther, from Harewood Castle to his estate of Axholme in 
Lincolnshire. They are but a fragment of the poem, and remarkable for 
the partial realization of the prophecy which they embody'^ 

" Whilst over proud Harewood De Rythre holds sway* 
His BUQ shall not set, nor his grandeur decay j 
But if from the hall of his &thers he goes, 
There 's ruin to him, and success to his foes ; 
Then let him remain, nor to others give place, 
Lest Gascoigne, bis vassal, should whelm his race — 
His honors, his mune, his proud lordships, and bH 
Shall stand if he stays — if he goes tbej shall fidl ; 
Whilst a century doubled and more, shall roll by. 
Ere to heir of his name its lost honors shall hie." 

In the mannicripts of the Cottmiian library, a very curious and original 
letter of James Eythre to the Earl of Sussex, is preserved. It bean date 
at Harewood, January 6th, 1569-70, and is thus marked and described : 
" CaL B. IX. 850. James de Rythre to the Earl of Sussex, about several 
seizures of property on the borders torig.J" 

It appears by a confirmation charter of Henry II., that a Sir William de 
Rythre, of Rythre Castle, was then Chancellor of England. Tbls per- 
sonage held very considerable pooessioiu in Yorkshire and other counties 
per Baroniam. 
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Sir Hamelin de Rythre, grondKin of the former, aad also a baron by 
tenure, is tefetred to in a deed, executed by bis «on. Sir Willum de 
Rytbre; this deed appears to have been dated a few years subsequent to 
1226, and conveys certain lands to the church of St. Peter, in Ytvk. It 
is entitled, "Carta Willielmi Filii Hamelinide Rylhte, vel Bidets, chiv,** 
and, independently of its curious structure end form, it is interest- 
ing as diewing concurrence in brothers of the same name ; a prac^oe 
sometimes permitted when a desire to preaeire an ancient or loved family 
name sou^t to increase the charms of its retention by the adoption of 
the means to which reference has been made. Sir William, father of 
Sir Hamdin, conveyed hy deed the church of Rythre to the Priory of Nun- 
Appleton, in the r^gn of Richard 1. In the confirmation charter of King 
John the donation b thus described ; " Exodno WiUielmi de Rythre militii 
ecclesiam de Rythre cum omnibus pertinentiis suis." His name, and that 
of his daughter Agnes, occur as witnesses to a deed conveying other grants 
to the same priory. 

In the church of Rythre this family bad sepulture antecedently to their 
acquiutdon of the Harewood estates, and occasionally afterwards. It is in 
the Ainsty of York, and contains in the south aisle, a series of monuments, 
of which the following description is extracted from "The Sepulchral 
Monuments of Great Britain." " The first is a cFOSfr-legged knight (that 
position being the badge of a crusader) in a round helmet, with a rib down 
the front, maU gorget and sleeves, with wriit-bands, mul gloves, greaves 
and shoes ; sword straight from middle of waist; on his shield three cres- 
cents, De Rythre ; a lion at his feet By bis side, on a distinct slab (both 
slabs laid on brickwork), a lady in a cap, the cape of her gown up to her 
chin, and behind her head, and falling at her ears, long straight-buttoned 
sleeves, and others pendant ; her mantle faced with fur, and a d(^ at her 
feet. The knight represents Sir William Lord De Rytbre, who accompanied 
Edward the First, in his twenty-fifth year, in his expedition into Gascoigne, 
and the year foUowing, and three more, into Scotland, in all of which wars 
he greatly distinguisfaed himself by his martial daring and knightly accom- 
plishments, and who was summoned to Parliament fiom twenty-ei^th 
Edward I. to second Edward II. The lady represents hii vrife. At their 
head is an alabaster knight in plaited armour, his hair strught in front, 
curled at rides ; mitten gauntlets, straps at elbows, gnrget of mail, hb collar 
fastened by a heart, &om which hangs a lion, sword, and dag^^, collared 
dog under right foot, and under left a bearded head, open mouthed; under 
hb head a helmet, the crest gone. Hb body has the rich reticulated mitred 
head-dress, with a jewel in front ; angeb support her cushions ; in her hands 
a heart She wears long sleeves, a plaited petticoat ; the hem of her gar- 



dbyGoot^Ic 



HAKBtroOD CABT1.B. 99 

ment is itudded ; at her feet & flap<eared dag with a studded collar. On 
the n(»tb front of the tomb, in four pair of niche*, four knights in plaited 
armour ; the fourth in a mantle, holds in his left hand a shield resembling 
that of St. George, his right hand lifW up, or on his sword. Four ladies 
with the mitred head-dresses, GUet in front, and v^ behind, hold the same 
shields ; ooe has a book open orer it ; two have their Hght hands elevated 
and open ; the third holds in her right hand a rosary. At the west end 
are three such ladies ; and at the east end three such knights, This tomb 
has a ledge. This is the monument of John second Lord De Rjrthre, and 
son and successor of William ; be was goremor of Skipton castle, second 
Edward II. His lady was sister of Guy Earl of Warwick, of the family of 
BeBUchamp. At the head of the last tomb is one more ancient, with a blue 
slab, whose ledge has labels of the scroll form, and on the south side of the 
tomb a shield with three crescents. This probably is the tomb of Sir 
Hamelin de Rythre, who accompanied Richard Cteur De Lion to the wars 
of the Crusades. In the east window of the south tusle (which probaUy 
was the chantry chapel) are amiie, three crescents, or. Rythre. In the east 
window of the chancel are azure, three crescents, or. ; and a good figure 
of a woman's head praying, and ' Qui me istius ecclesic fieri fecit.' In the 
north window lions segant or, and axure, and the arms of Rythre." Sir 
William de Rythre, to whom allusion has been made, married Ella, daughter 
of Sir William Fitzwilliam ; her mother was Ella, daughter of William de 
Warren, Earl of Surrey, who was descended from Gundred, daughter of 
William the Conqueror ; her mother was Maud, daughter c^ the Earl of 
Flanders, and granddaughter of Robert King of France. John second Lord 
de Rythre was succeeded by his son Robert, whose son and heir. Sir Wil- 
liam, married the only child of Sir William Tunstal, of Holdemene, firom 
which marriage sprang Sir William, who married Sybil, daughter and co- 
heir of Lord de Aldburgb of Harewood Castle ; their son. Sir William de 
Rythre of Harewood Castle, was lord of Scarcrofl and high sheriff* of York- 
shire in the seventh aod ninth of Henry VI. He married Matilda, daughter 
of Sir Thomas Umfraville of Harbottle CastU, go. Northampton, and co-heir 
of her brother, Gilbert de Umfraville, fourth Earl cf Angus. Sir William 
died In 1441, and Lady de Rythre in 14S5. They had two sons. Sir Wi|. 
liam and Gilbert. Sir William married Eleanor, daughter of Sir John 
Fitswilliam, of Sprotbuigh, and dying in 1476, was buried at De Rythre 
church. His surviving issue were Sir Ralph, Thomas, end Nicholas, who 
•ettled at Scarcroft, where his descendant^ who, it is presumed, became ulti- 
mately extinct, rended for several generations. Sir Ralph, the eldest son, 
married Lady Katherine Percy, only daughter of Henry, fifth Earl of Nor- 
thumberland, and dying at a very advanced age, was succeeded by his only 
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Hussey, and died without issue in 1^43. Thomas, second son of Sir Wil- 
liam and Lady de Rythre, held the high court appointment of cofferer to 
Edward IV. ; he was attainted in 1483, but restored in blood in 1485. He 
left two sons, George and Thomas. William, eldest son of George, waa 
esquire of the bodj to Queen Marj, and succeeded at Harewood on the 
death of his cousin Henrj de Rjthre, in 1 6i3. He married Mary, daughter 
of Sir James Hales, and dying in 1563, was succeeded by his son James, 
who was esquire of the body to Queen Elizabeth ; his lady was Elizabeth, 
daughter of William Atherton, Esq., of Atherton. Robert, his only son, 
was bom in 16S1, and died in 169S, when he was succeeded by his only wa, 
Robert de Rythre, barrister at-law, who died in I698, having bequeathed 
his estates to his sixth cousin, John de Rythre of Scarcroft, he being th« 
nearest relation of whom he had any knowledge ; in this will he settled the 
estates on the name, in the strictest manner permitted by the laws of entaiL 
Alluding to the subject he uses the following words ; " In order that a por- 
tion of the vast estates which belonged to our extravagant ancestors may 
be preserved in our andent family.'' Thomas de Rythre, second son of the 
cofferer, settled at Muccleston, in StaSbrdshire, and mairied Rachel, 
daughter of Henry Pole, or Poole, Esq. ; his eldest son Edward settled at 
Carrington, in Cheshire, where John, only son of Edward, was bom. About 
this time, it would appear, that the practice of pronouncing the surname, 
Ryder, was introduced ; as we find the ancient and modem orthography 
indiflerently employed in reference to this John de Rythre, Rythcr, or 
Ryder, in the university entries. He received his education at Jesus Col- 
lege, Oxford, where he took his degree of Bachelor of Arts on the Srd Feb- 
ruary, 1560, and that of Master on the 5th of July, 1568, shortly after 
which he obtained the living of St Mary, Bermondsey, to which the 
crown hod presentation ; about thu time he compiled his celebrated Eng- 
lish and Latin Dicdonary, to which he added more than four thousand 
words, which were not to be found in the most copious dictionaries then 
extant. This work was published at Oxford, in quarto, which, says Mr. 
Ryder, in his preface, " I have not done without great pains and charges." 
In this undertaking, however, he received conuderabte assistance from the 
exertions of his friend, the Earl of Sussex. The book was universally 
regarded by the learned as an invaluable (Mmtribution to English literature, 
and elicited many very flattering compliments in Greek and Latin vene, 
some of which are prefixed to the woric. That of Dr. UnderhiU is as 
fdlows; — 

"Quantum Thomasio Calepious cedere debet 
Tantum pneclaro Thomauus ipse Rydero." 
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Whea the rich living of Winwick, in Lancashire, became vacant, he waa 
presented to it b]r the patron, Williain, Earl of Derby, between whom and 
Mr. Ryder a family connexion subiilsted. Possessing a sort of hereditary 
interest at court, and being moreover a great personal favourite of Eliza- 
beth, he was, in obedience to Her Majesty's commands, elected Dean of St> 
Patrick's, in the year 1597- The following letter of Archbishop Loftus, 
addressed to the Lord Treasurer Burleigh, and written in reply to the mis- 
nve which the Queen had caused to be written, " requiring that John 
Ryder, A.M., should be elected to the deanery of St. Patrick's, Dublin," 
occurs in Slrype't EccUtiattical Annait. 

" It MAI PLBAIB Tona LoKDSuip, — Immediately after the receipt of your 
letter, signi^ing Her M^jeat^'i plensure and comma udement, in the behalf of 
Mr. Ryder, to the Deanery of St, Patrick's, I assembled my cbapiter, and made 
the same kaoim uuto them, who^ I found humbly willing, according to Her 
Majesty's pleasure, to make election of him; but forasmuch as they made a 
•cruple to elect him until he were a member of themselves, which they slledge 
to be done b; them in discharge of their consciences, being swoni to the form 
of this foundation, I have, to remove that scruple, reserved a prebend, now 
void, and in my ^ft, for Mr. Ryder, which presently, on his arrival bere, I will 
admit him unto; and have taken the hands of my chapiter thereupon to elect 
him, which I assure your Lordship, upon my credit (which I would not break 
with yon for all the deaneries and bisbopricks in Ireland), shall be done within 
ten days nextaiter Mr. Ryder's coming. Whereunto I find my said chapiter tbe 
more willing (although there be among themselves as many learned Graduates 
as belong to any ooe Church that I knowe iu Euglaud), because they acknowledge 
your Lordship to be a chief pillar for the upholding of the Church. And so, 
hoping that your Lordship will rest well satisfied for this time with the proceed- 
ings aforesaid, 1 commend you with all my prayers to God's blesung. 

" Your Lordship's humble servant at command, 

" Ad. Dubuh. 
"From Dublin, 29th of November, 1697." 

Before Mr. Ryder left England, he was eonstruned to enter into an 
engagement with the Lord Treasurer, to continue, after his election and 
installation, the payment of three hundred marks per annum throughout 
the remainder of the term during which his predecessor, Meredith, 
would, bad be lived, have been bound to pay the same. In conformity 
with this arrangement, Mr. Ryder executed a bond, and bound himself, 
in a penalty of £1000, to pay the sum of three hundred marks annually, 
(at five years, from the first cS April, li98. This bond was cancelled on 
the SOth of September, l603; the Chief Justice of the Queen's Bench, 
Chief Baron ai the Exchequer, and the Master of the Rolls, having 
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signified that they bad received full aatufaction from Dean Ryder. On 
the l6tli March, 159S, the Dean was presented by the Crown to the 
rectory of Geashill, in the diocese of Kildare. The subjoined detail* 
c^ bia oontEorei^ with Fitz Simon the Jesuit, are calctdated to throw 
some illustration on the manners and peculiarities of the period, and 
to shew that the extension of the Dean's hospitality and friendly offices 
were perfectly uninterfered with fay considerations having their origin 
in the rancorous debasement of bigotry, or festering asperities of 
sectarianism. 

Henry Fitz Simon, the learned Jesuit, was not only the fte^ent 
recipient of Dean Eyder s hospital!^, hut iodehted to his unceasing 
and benevolent exertions in his behalf for those comforts and that 
considerate indulgence which alleviated the rigours of a lengthened 
imptisonment, to which, in consequence of some grave political ofience, 
he was sul^ected. The Dean ultimately enjoyed the satisfaction 
arising from the consciouniess of having been instrumental in procuring 
for the Jesuit the restoration of his liberty, in virtue of an order of King 
James to the Lord Deputy and Council, dated ISth of March, 160S. 

Fits Simon's trai^ was entitled " A Catholike confutation of Dean 
Ryder's clayme of Antiquitie, and a caulming comfort against his caveat ; 
in nhich is demonstrated, by assurances even of protestants, that al an- 
tiquitie, for al points of Religion, in controversie, is repugnant to 
protestande : secondly, that protestande is repugnant, particularlie to all 
articles of beleefe : thirdly, that puritan plots are pemitioiu to Rdi^on 
and state : and lastly, a replye to Dean Ryder's rescript, with a discovery 
of puritan portialitie in his behalfe. By Henry Fits Simon of Dublin, in 
Ireland, of the Societie of Jesus, Priext." 

The Jesuit, in hb advertisement to the reader, says, " that the dispute 
between the dean and himself was occarioned by various table conversa- 
tions which happened from time to time at the deanery of St. Patrick's, 
but that it was more immediately referable to an argument which occurred 
on the S9th ot November, in the year I6OO, at the deanery, between Wil- 
liam Nugent, Esquire, a Roman Catholic gentleman of education and for^ 
tune, and the dean. Mr. Nugent affirmed that there was no diverrity of 
belief, or religion, between the modem Roman Catholics and the Primitive 
Christians of the apostolic times ; contrary to which assertion, the dean 
maintained that the diCTerence was as great as between Protestancy and 
Papistry, and the faith of the Primitive Catbdics was the same as that of 
Protestants ; these o^nnions being very opposite, both pwtiBS agreed to 
seek a solution of the learned, which, if it shouldjusrify Mr. Nugent's per- 
suasion, then Mr. Ryder would recant; if it did not, then Mr. Nugent 
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would become a Proteatant. To obtain tbe said Bolutioo, a letter was 
written bj Mr. Ryder, dated on the Slat of the following October, and 
addiewed from doubtful Catholics to all priests and JeBuita, and Semina- 
riats, requiring of them to shew whether the doctrines of the Primitive 
Christians did accord with that of modem Roman Catholici, in tho follow- 
ing articles, via. :— first, that the body cf Christ is actually present in the 
blesfied sacrament ; secondly, that the Scriptures should not be perused by 
the vulgar ; thirdly, that prayers for the dead, and the doctrine of purga- 
tory, ought to be credited ; fourthlji that prayers should be addressed to 
saints ; fifttdy, that the ceremonial of the mass did obtain in ancient times ; 
and sixthly, that the supremacy of the Pope was admitted and acknow- 
ledged." 

Mr. Nugent affirmed that the Jesuits and Roman Catholic priests of 
Ireland were able to prove, by the Scriptures and fathers, the affimtative 
of these several propositions to be doctrines apostolical and catholic, and 
that the church of Rome, and the Roman Catholics of Ireland, hold no 
ojHmon touching the same, but what the Holy Scriptures and primitive 
fathers held, within the first five hundred years after Christ's ascension. 
The answer to this appeal was required within three months ; and it was 
desired by both sides that Fits Simon, who was then in confinement in 
Dublin Castle, should take on him to maintain this controversy. He ac- 
cordingly, on the second of January, sent his answer to Dean Ryder, 
by Michael Taylor, Esquire, written in the name of tbe Catholic priests of 
Ireland. The dean read the reply with e. great deal of pleasure, and hav- 
ing expressed much satisfaction, promised to prepare a rejoinder to it very 
speedily. Four days afterwards he waited on Fitz Simon in the castle, 
informing him, that If his signature were subscribed to tbe treatise, the 
reply should soon be made ; the Jesuit consented, and on the S8th of Sep~ 
temher, I6O8, Mr. Ryder published his reply, a copy of which was forth- 
with transmitted to tbe Jesuit : it was entitled, "A Friendly Caveat," &c. 
Having read this elaborate and very learned production with great care and 
attendoo, and occupied about three months in assiduous consideration of 
tbe various arguments therein contained, and the numerous authorities by 
which they were supported, Fitz Simon intimated to the dean, that if he 
would allow him access to books, a communication with his brethren, and 
an amanuensis to engross his writings, he would join issue with him, 
before the Lord Deputy and Coundl, and Fellows of the Colle^of Dublin. 
Mr. Ryder cheerfully acquiesced in this proposal, and applying to the 
government in reference to the subject, obtained all the indulgence 
solicited, as to books, the intercourse of friends, and the printing-press. In 
addition to these favors, the dean supplied him with a catalc^e of the 
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books in die nev libraiy^of the univenity, all of which were st his com- 
mand without anj hindrance or restriction whatsoever. Notwithstanding 
these fadUtiev, however, the Jesuit's rejoinder did not make its appearance 
until after the lapse of many years, althou^ sevenl letters passed between 
them on the subject, both before and after his liberation, which, as has 
already been observed, was owing altc^ther to the benevolent interference 
of the dean. However, the Jesuit transmitted to Mr. Ryder certain obser- 
vations, written on about two reams of paper, of which his rejoinder, 
printed at Roan in I6O8, was a mere amplification. Having read these 
ailments very carefully, and shewed the production to many considerable 
persons, and to the fellows of the university, the dean very speedily pub- 
lished another hook in reply, which caused a very ^considerable sensation, 
on account of the argumentative ingenuity and theolc^ical erudition by 
which it was characterised. AfW his enlargement, several private meet- 
ings took place between them, and according to the Jesuits' own account, a 
short time previously to that event, a disputation also occurred in the pre- 
sence of the constable of the castle, and some other personages of distinc- 
tion, after which the dean dined with his adversary and some other pri- 
soners. In page 210 of his " Cathollke^Confutation," Fits Simon says, 
that Dean Ryder had yearly I7OO barrels of corn, idly and without price, 
as tithes of his deaoery. In page 227, he relates the following anecdote : — 
" Whilst I was in confinement at the castle, I was taking the air on Saint 
Martin's eve on the north-west tower, when Dean Ryder came to visit one 
Mr. Browne, and I requested him to come up ; after some conversation, he 
asked me to inform him of a certain point which a great statesman had 
made dubious to him ; whether I was a Jesuit, or a priest, or both. I an- 
swered that I was unworthily both. He replied, would you prefer yourself 
before a simple secular priest i I answered that I never had a controversy 
about pre-eminence with any. The dean seemed a little confounded with 
this answer. I then desired him to do me the favour of answering a like 
question ; whether himself was a bare^mtnister, a dean, or both ! He an- 
swered he was a minister, but not a dean according to my notion of the 
term. I answered, then you are a Puritan, inasmuch as you refuse the 
name of dean, but as you hold the deanery you are Protestant, which 
answer made him laugh very heartily." Fits Simon's book, which is in 
the libraiy of Trinity College, Dublin, contains certain marginal obaerva- 
tions, written in the dean's own manuscript, in which he emphatically 
contrudlcts this, as well as other assertions, cha^ng him with entertaining 
Puritanical principles. 

In 1601, Mr. Ryder published bis celebrated letter "Concerning the 
News out of Ireland, the Spaniards' Landing, and the present state 
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thereof." On the ISth otJiauiary, l6li, be was consecnited Bishop of 
Killaloe, and on the 4th of the following Julji he obtained a. dispensation 
from the archhiihop, which was on the same daj confirmed by King James 
the First, to hold the rich benefice of Winwick, Lancashire, in commendam 
with his bishopric, "Quoad vixerit et prefuerit." He died tm the ISth of 
November, at Killaloe, and was buried there in St. Flannan's church. His 
lordship was the author of several books and treatises relating to various 
departments of literature, and displaying close research, extensive acquire- 
m^its, and abilities at the very highest order ; his poetical productions 
were remadable for p<nnt and elegance. He married Fiidiswid, second 
daughter of Edward Crosby, Esquire, of Crosby Place, Staffordshire, and 
left an only son, Thomas, who was Secretary of L^ation to the English 
embassy at Paris ; whilst so residing in the Frrach capital, his ions Henry 
and Thomas were bom there, the former of whom was educated at West- 
minster school, from whence he was admitted into Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge, and afterwards to an od eundem degree in Trinity Colle^, Dublin ,- 
his first promotum was to the prebend d MalaMddert, in the archdiocese of 
Dublin, after which he became Archdeacon of Osaoiy, from whence he 
was advanced to the see of Killaloe (which his grandfather bad held) by 
letters patent, bearing date 5th of June, 1693, and consecrated on Trinity 
Sunday following, in the church of St. Pet«r and St. Paul, in the diocese 
of Meath, by Narcissus, Archbishop of Cashel, assisted by the Bishops of 
Limerick and Killala. He died at Wyanstown, on the SOth of January, 
1695, and was buried in the church of Clonmethan, ia the diocese of 
Dublin. His lordship's eldest son Thomas went into boly orders, and in 
the year 17S0, was promoted to the rectory of Mitchelstown, county of 
Cork. He married (see Burke's " Landed Gentry ") Martha, daughter of 
Bretridge Badham, Esquire, M.P. fur Rathcormack, and had issue Henry, 
and two younger sons, St. George and John. Henry died in 1749, leaving 
an only son, Abraham St. George, who married Frances, daughter of Wil. 
liam Harrington, of Grange-Con Castle, Esquire. His eldest and only 
surviving son is Captain William Ryder, of Riverstown- House, represen- 
tative and heir of the Lords De R3rthre, of whom he is the direct lineal 
descendant, through Thomas De Rythre, treasurer to Edward the Sixth. 

The third son of Thomas Ryder of Maccleston was Sir William Rythre, 
or Ryder, of London, who received the honour of knighthood from Elisa- 
beth. He was uncle to the Lord Bishop of Killaloe, and father of Mary, 
who married Sir llkomas Lake, afterwards principal Secretary of State to 
James L Lady Lake, it would appear, inherited an immense fortune, and 
was possessed of ringular fascinations of manner, and personal attractions 
of no ordinary descrq>tion, whilst her husband. Sir Thomas Lake, was uni- 
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▼enally conddoied to be mfeiior to no gentlemaii of the dnj, ^her in 
ability or acoompliilimeDti. Their daughter, Elizabeth, eren excelled her 
mother in beauty, whiUt her mind, bold, anginal, and capadous, received 
all the cultivatioa derivable from the concurrence of wnlth, opportunity, 
and an insatiable desire for self-improTement. Yet all these advantages, 
seldom indeed existing separately, and so very rarely united, were com- 
^etely counterbalanced by a misconception, which, having received admis- 
sion into her mind, gradually effected such a modification in the exercise of 
its faculties, as caused it eventually to convert every incident, circumstance, 
and occurrence, into proofs of the delusion,— the infatuation — under whoee 
vile despodsms it laboured ; — an inlatualion, which ultimately proceeded to 
the adoption of measures the most odious in contrivance, and crimin&lly ex- 
ecrable in purpose, to which, perhaps, any female, otherwise pure and unde- 
praved, hod ever resorted. This ovennastering feeling, which would have 
been ^teedily dissipated by a vigorous exercise of the high reasoning powers 
with which she was endowed, was jealousy, under the fatal influence of 
whii^ the deadliest emotions were engendered, and the fairest prospects of 
human felidty utterly blasted, and laid desolate for ever. "After Sir Robert 
Cedl had attained the ministration of aSiun, the place of Secretary of State 
was divided into two, and Sir Thomas Lake appointed to one of them, and 
so continued, says A. Wood, with honourable esteem of all men, till malice 
and revenge, two violent passions, overruling the weaker sex, concerning 
his wife and daughter, involved him in their quarrel, the chief and only 
cause of his ruin." * " Lord Roos, in Febsuary, 1616, married Elizabeth, 
daughter of Sir Thomas Lake, principal Secretary of State, by Mary, 
daughter and heir of Sir William Rythre ; and in July of the same year, 
his title of Lord Rooe, which had been disputed by the Earl of Rut- 
land, was adjudged in his fovour. He returned irom Spain in March, 
1616-17, and in August following secretly withdrew himself out of Eng- 
land, leaving his estate in great disorder, after having sent a challenge to 
his brothei-in-law Arthur Lake ; and though he was required by the Lords 
of the Council to return, refused to comply with thmr order."t Saunderson, 
who was Secretary to Lord Roos, in his embassy to Spain, gives the follow- 
ing account of the diq)ute between Francis Countess of Exeter and the 
Lake family. 

"The Lord Roos, through Sir Thomas Lake's credit, was sent 
ambassador extraordinary into Spain, in a very gallant equipage, in the year 
1611, with hopes of his own to continue longer, to save chaigesttf tiansmit- 

" Saandeison's *' Life of James I." 
t Birch's " life of Prince Henry." 
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ting aii7 otber. In hia absence here fell out a deadly feud (no matter for 
what) between tbe Lady Lake, and ber daugbter's atepmotber tbe Countess 
of Exeter, whicb was fully deicribed in a letter, and sent from England 
to me at Madrid. A youthful widow this countess had been, and 
virtuoui, the relict of Sir Thomas Smyth, Clerk of the Council and Re- 
gistrar of the Parliament, and daughter of WiUiam fourth Lord Chandoa ; 
and so she married and became bed-fellow to this aged, diseased, gouty, 
but noble Earl of Exeter, who was the nutemal groiidfatfaer of the Lord 
de Boos. Home comes tbe Lord Roos from bis embassy, whereupon he 
fell into great neglect of his wife and her kindred, and refused to increase the 
allowance to her settlement of jointure^ which was promised to be com- 
pleted at his return ; notltmg after he stays in England, but away he gets 
into Italy, and turned a professed Roman Catholic, being cozened into that 
religion here by his public confident Gondamore. 

" In this last absence never to return. Lady Lake, and her daughter Lady 
Roos, accuse the Countess of Exeter of former incontinency with the Lord 
Roos, whilst he vras here, and that therefore he fled from his wife, and from 
his marriage bed, with other devised calumnies, by several designs and 
contrivements, to have impoisoned the Ladies Lake and Roos. The 
quarrel blaioned at court to the king's ear, who, as privately as could be, 
nngly examines each party. The countess, with tears and imprecations, 
professes her iunocency, which to oppose, the I^adies I^ke and Roos 
counterfeit her hand to a whole sheet of p^ier, wherein they make her 
with mudi contridon to acknowledge herself guilty, and crave pardon for 
attempting to impoison them, and desre friendship for ever with them all. 
The King gets sight of this, as in favour to them, and demands the dme, 
{dace, and occasion when this should be writ. They tell him that all the 
parties met in a visit at WimUedon (Lord Exeter's house), where in dis- 
pute of this difference she confessed her fault, and denrous of absolution 
and Mendship, consents to set down all under her own hand, which 
presently she writ at the upper end of the great chamber at WimUedon, 
in the presence of Lord and Lady Roos, Lady Lake, and one Di^o, a 
Spaniard, his lordship's confiding servant. But now they being gone and 
at Rome, the King forthwith sends Master Dendy, one of his Seijeants at 
Arms, Mmetime a domestic of Lord Exeter's, an honest and worthy man, 
poet to Rome, who speedily returns with Lord Roos's, and Dido's hands, 
and other testimonials, that all the said accusations, confession, luspidonj, 
and papers, concerning Lady Exeter, were notoriously &lse and scandalous, 
and confirm by receiving their eucharist^ in assurance of her honor and her 
innocency. Besides, several letters of her hand, compared with this writing, 
concluded it counterfeit. Then the King tells the Ladies Lake and Roos, 
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that the writiag being denied bj h»dj Exeter, their tegtimonies as parses 
would not pcer^ without additional witnesses. The^ then adjoin one 
Sarah Wharton, their chambress, who they afiGrm stood behind the hangings, 
at the entrance of the room, and heard Ladj Exeter read over what she bad 
writ ; and to this she swears before the King. But after a hunting at 
New Park, the King dined at Wimbledon, and in that room observes the 
great distance from the window to the lower end, and placing himself 
behind the hangings, (and so dlfierent lords in their turn) they could not 
hear a loud voice from the window. Besides, the hangings wanted two 
feet of the ground, and might discover the woman if hidden behind i the 
King saying ■ oaths cannot conceal my sight,' 

"And the hangings had not been removed in that room for thirty years 
before, of which particular the King fully satisfied bis mind. Nay, more 
than all these, the Ladies Lake and Roos counterfeit a confesvon in writing 
of one Luke Hutton, that for 40^, the Lady Eseter should hire him to 
iropoison them, which man, with wonderful providence, was found out, 
and privately denies it to the King. And thus prepared, the King sends 
for Sir Thomas Lake, whom in truth be valued, tells him the danger to 
embark himself in this business, advising him to leave those who were 
really implicated in the quarrel to the law, the matter being ready for a 
star-chamber adjudication. 

"He humbly thanked his Majesty, but could not refuse to be a father and 
a husband j and so he put his name with theirs in a cross-biU, which at 
hearing, took up five several days, the King uttmg in judgment. But the 
former testimonies, and some private confesaons of Lady Roos and Sarah 
Wharton, which the king kept in secret, made the cause for some days of 
trial appear doubtful to the court, until the King's discovery, which con- 
cluded the sentence pronounced upon the parties. Sir Thomas and Lady 
Lake were fined ten thousand pounds to the King, five thousand pounds 
to Lady Exeter, and fifty pounds to Hutton. Sarah Wharton was sen- 
tenced to be whipped at the cart's tail about the streets, and to do penance 
at St. Marian's chuFch. The Lady Roos for confessing the truth and plot 
in the midst of the trial was pardoned by the most voices from penal sen- 
tence, although she it was whose groundless jealousy of Lady Exeter and ra- 
presentaUons to her mother on the subject had originated this ruinous 
proceeding. The King, I remember, compared " the crime to the first 
plot of the first rin in paradise, the lady, to the serpent, her daughter, to 
Eve, and Sir Thomas Lake to poor Adam, whose love to his wife, the old 
sin of our father, had beguiled him. I am mire he paid for all, which as 
he told me, cost him thirty thouwnd pounds, the loss of his master's 
favour, and offices of honour and gain, but truly with much pity and 
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compiuaon at court, he being held an honest man." A deKendant of Sir 
Thomas Lake's was raiiied to the peerage by the style and title of Lord 
Viscount Lake, in consequence of his InrilUant services, and distinguished 
military achievements. 



Lbicxstersbirb ii exceedingly rich in spots of historic interest, 
Leicester Abbey, Biadgate Park, Bosworth Field, will probably be re- 
membeied, 

" To the last syllable of recorded time." 

It is lich, too, in baronial castles and ancestral halls ; Belvoir Castle has 
a world-wide fome, and Donington, Gopsal, Lowesby, Garendon, Cole- 
orton, &c., Sec, are beauty spots on the face of a most beautiful county. 

It has lately received an " added chann," l^ the re-election of two of 
its stateliest halls, those of Beaumanob, ttie seat of William Henick, 
Esq., and Prestwold, the seat of C. W. Packe Reading, Esq., M.P. The 
very name of Beaumanor is suggestive of territorial beauty. Situated in 
a lovely vale on the eastern boundary of Chamwood Forest, and combin- 
ing an intermixture of the richest woodland with pleasant slopes, and the 
wild and picturesque rocks of the Forest, the ancient park, partially di^ 
parked as it has long been, is still a tract of unusual loveliness. Crowned 
and embellished as it now is, l^ the noble Elinbethan mansion just com- 
pleted, it may fairly take rank in the first class of those great ornaments of 
England — the country seats of the aristocracy. 

There ore mansions whose sole charm is the ^turesque scenery by 
which they are surrounded; there are some which architectural beauty 
alone invests with interest ; and there are others which are hallowed by 
associations or memories of the past. Beaumanor comlnnes all these 
charms. At so early a period as the reign of Henry II., the demesne was 
the l»ight oasis of the desert that environed iL The first house erected 
upon it was probably built by Geoffiv}' Le Despenser, ancestor of the 
two distbguished but unfortunate Hughs of that name. This must 
have been about the commencement of the ISth century, when he ob- 
tained the privilege of erecting a chapel in his fundvt of Little Haw, 
which was evidently a part of the andent manor. The earliest recorded 
mention of Beaumanor by name, occurs in an inquisition taken after the 
battle of Evesham, in which the names of all the L<eiceaterBhire adherents 
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of SimoD de Montford (sod coiuequentlr the names of the Le Deapemen), 
and the value of their lands, are carefully specified ; and this record shewi 
that a certain place called Beaumanor was then the poMewion of John Le 
Detipenser. Hence, it is evident that the name was not derired, ai ha* 
been erroneouslj conjectured, from the later possesson, the BeaHtaoata, 
The park was, however, during their time, sometimes termed " Pareum 
de BeUamonl." To shew how just a daim Beaumanor has to be reckoned 
among our " Historic Lands," we will now proceed to give a brief 
sketch of the distinguished persons who have successively been its lords. 
The first family, as we have already stated, was the Le DeapensCTs ,- the 
origin of this house, whose members make so considerable a figure in 
history, has always been involved in much doubt. A local historian* of 
considerable merit, asserts that they did nol derive from Robert Dispenser, 
the steward of the Conqueror, but from a steward of the Earls of Lei- 
cester, and tbdr early location in the heart of the poasesaiom of those 
ancient Earls, gives great fcrce to this conjecture. That Beaumanor was 
frequently the abode both of Hugh I^ Despenser, Earl of Winchester, 
and d his volatile, but highly giAed son, Hugh, Earl of Wiocheiter and 
Gloucester, is gathered from some statements in the " History of the 
Honour of Winton." 

By the attainder of the two Spencers in 1S25-6, Beaumanor came to the 
CFDwn, and was conferred on a person scarcely less eminent than those 
two remarkable men,— Henry db BsAinfONT, whose origin, too, has 
equally been a subject of di«^ute amongst genealogists. It appears, how- 
ever, pretty dear that he was descended from Lewis, grandson of Lewis 
IX. of France, and that he was nearly related to Eleanor of Castile, 
the heroic wife of Edward I. 

In ] 3S0, this distinguished nobleman began the erection of the teeoud 
mandon at Beaumanor, and commenced imparking the portion of the do- 
main called the Great Paik, which, according to Camden, he enclosed 
with a stone wall : — " Saltus de Chamwood dve Charley long^ expan- 
ditur, in quo Beaumanor vivarium oemitur, quod Domini de Bellomonte, 
ut accepi, lapideo muro drcumsepserunt." 

The circumference of this -paA has been sUted by some writers to have 
been twenty miles; and If this admeasurement were correct, it must have 
then included the ancient park i^ Quomdon, or Barrow Park. 

Lelaud, who vi^ted it in 1536, says of it : — " Riding a little farther, 
I left the parke of Bewmanor, cloud with a stone wall, and a pratie logge 
ya it, longging alate to Beaumont." 

• Mr, X B. Potter; the author of " Chamwood Forest," &c, Ac. 
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By a partition of the ndjoining foreit uaoagit the heiiemes of B^^er de 
Quincy, Earl of Wiaton and Leicester, Comjn, Earl of Bucban, who 
had married one of them, became possessed of the adjoining demesne of 
Charlej, and redding much at the Carl's HaU, became the near neighbour 
of Henry de Beaumont. This Juxta-postion led to a matrimonial 
alliance between De Beaumont, then ennobled, and Alice, the heiren of 
Comyn. Lord Beaamont was at the battle of Bannockbum. On his 
death, Beaumanor devtdved on bis aon John, second Lord Beaumont, 
who married Alianon, fifth daughter of Henry, Earl of Lancaster. In 
1SS6, during the life-dme of his father, he was employed in a public'ez- 
pedition to Flanders, and in 1S40, the Lady Alianore, wbUe in attendance 
on Queen Philippa, in Brabant, gave birth to Henry, afterwards the third 
Baron, whone legitimacy was questioned by reason of his being an alien. 
His father had, howerer, sufficient interest with the King to obtain special 
letters patent, that his son should be reputed lawful heir, and inherit his 
lands in England, as if be had been bom there. His legitimacy was 
ratified by Parliament in 1351. 

Henry, the third Baron Beaumont, married Margaret de Vere, daughter 
of John, Earl of Oxford, and dying in 1S70, led a son John, the fourth 
Baron, then in his ninth year. This lord, the preux chevalier of his 
chiralrie line, accompanied John of Gaunt to Spain, and afterwards 
stewed his prowess in a tournament at Calais, where, says Knighton, 
" he broke a lance with the Lord Chamberlain of France, and comported 
hiniself altogether as a braTc true knight." He had the honour of en- 
tertaining Richard II. and his Queen, at Beaumanor, on their prepress 
from Leicester to Nottingham, and a second time in 1S90. He died in 
1397, leaving three tons, Henry, bis successor; Thomas, (from whom 
descended the Coleorton branch ; ne Grace Dieu) and Hichard. 

Henry, fifth Baron, a distinguished soldier on the Lancastrian side, 
died 1413, leaving John, hia son and heir. This John, in 1440, was 
created a Viscount, being the first peiwrn in England who received that 
honour. He was slain at the battle of Northampton, in 1459 1 having 
settled Beaumanor cm his second wife, Catbeiine, widow of John Mow- 
bray, Duke (tf Nnfolk. On the demise of the Ducheas, the demesne 
reverted to William, the saeond Viscount, and second son of the first, an 
elder son, Henry, having predeceased his &ther. History presents few 
nobler characters, and few instances of worse usage than those exemplified 
in the person .of this eminent and injured nobleman. Taken prisoner while 
bravely fighting for his sovereign, Henry VI. at Towton Field (1461), he 
was shortly afterwards attainted, and Beaumanor, so long their lavourite 
home, passed by confiscation from the " glorious Beaumonts," and was con- 
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fened on a person scarcely lesa lemarkable for Us talrati or miifortunes 
than the laaC possessor. This wa« Sir WiUiam, afterwards Lord Has- 
TINOS; the friend of Edward IV. and of^Jane Shore 

The attainder of Lord Hastings in 14S3, again gave the demesne hack 
to the Crown, and Lord Leonard Grey, the second son of the Marquis of 
DoiEet (in consequence of a remainder in a Crown lease), hecame the next 
owner. Ever since the unjust attainder of Viscount Beaumont, misfor- 
tune leemed linked with the possesdon; for in 1540, Lord Leonard, and 
in ISSS, the Duke of Suffolk, his brother, and successor in this estate, 
were also beheaded. 

Beaumanor next came to one of the most remarkable women in English 
history — the Duchess of Suffolk, the daughter at the handsome Charles 
Brandon, the granddaughter of a Queen of France, and the motho: of a 
Queeu of England. It was in this sequestered and delightful abode that 
she wept over troubles such as few wives and mothers — in the stormiest 
dmes — have undergone and mrvived. The decapitation of her daughter, 
the ten days' Queen, followed in a few days by that of her husband— the 
cruel conduct of Lord Pemlnoke to Catherine, her second daughter — and 
the unequal marriage of Mary, her third child, to a Kentish yeoman, 
Martin Keys — were not ordinary woes. But howerer the Duchess may 
have grieved over the last calamity, either the domestic happiness which 
ber daughter enjoyed, or a politic resolve to be d rabri from the jea- 
lous suspicion of Elisabeth, led her to imitate that daughter's example, 
and she linked her lom fate with that of her equerry, Adrian Stocks.* 
The Duchess lived five years, alternately at Beaumanor and Broughton 
AstUy, in very quiet domestic life with her humble husband, and is said 
to have found that the shade was not only safer, but sweeter than the 
sunshine. She died in 1559, leaving, surviving, twa of that trio of fair 
usters; and also a daughter by Mr. Stocks, who did not live to woman- 
hood. Mr. Stocks had interest sufficient tu obtain a twenty-one years' 
lease of this manor, and he subsequently married the widow of the cele- 
brated Sir Nichdas Throckmorton, and was returned as one of the members 
of the county ; circumstances that plainly shew he was not by any means 
the despicable and illiterate person a courtly writer has represented him. 

As if Beaumanor was fated to he the poasessiDn of a distinguished pemon, 
its next owner was the celebrated Earl of Essex, who having, in I59S, 

* When Cecil infomied Queen Eliiabetb of this misalliance of her consin Frances, 
he conld not help hazarding a bitter jeit on the Queen's andisgniwd paitialit; for 
the handsome Dudley. "What I" exclaimed her Majesty, "has she married her 
hona-keeper? " "Yes, madam," replied the premier, "and she says you would 
like to do the same with yoon." 
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obtained a lease from the Crown, by pdilioH to the Queen, Boon afterwardi 
tiansfeiTed it to another very eminent penon of his time, William, after- 
wards Sir Williau Hktbiok. 

It wai doubtless a deiiire to possess an estate in the county of his Urth 
and in the neighbourhood in which his ancestors, from Eric the Forester 
to his own time, had held honoured place, which induced Sir William to 
locate himself at Beaumanor. The estate was now to become the posses- 
sion of a race as distinguished for their private and domestic virtues as 
their predecessors in the manor had been for military ^ry. They culti- 
vated and enjoyed the arts of peace, and Sir William and hia lady (Joent 
daughter of Richard May, of Mayfield Place, Esq.) became the prqgeniton 
of a race in whom all the characteristics of the English country gentleman 
may be said to have been hereditary. That Sir William possessed great 
abilities and the highest integrity is shewn by the confidence reposed in 
him both by Queen Elizabeth end James the First. For the former he 
had been ambassador at the Porte, and under the latter he held a tellerBhip 
of the Exchequer, and was entrusted with the execution of several offices 
requiring the exercise of great discretion and talent. 

That Lady Heyrick was a most amiable and affectionate woman, may 
be inferred from the following beautiful letter to her husband :— 

" Sweet hart, I conld not let »o fet a messeqjar pas me as bee did you. I 
honp yon remember Mr. Votier's Godli Use of Prayer, everi morning and evio- 
ing, with all yoor compai^ As yon love God leave it not midone ; it shall 
bring a Uesnng on you and yours. God knom how short onr time shall be on 
earth, as wee see daly fearefiil eXMunples to put us in mind of our last end. 
Mr. Wadup the goldsmith went to Brestol well, and brought bom a ded corpse ; 
and one of our nebars at Bichmood went ont to milke her kine, as well as ever 
she was in her life, and melke two kine, and sodenly fell down ded and never 
spaeke more. U God, grant we may ever be preparid, as living this houre, and 
dyii^ the next I Bweet hart, a littel afore yon went your jouini, I tould you 
that I must nedse take one into the hons to bring up the geris, which you 
wilenly consented to that I should have one at Micbelmjts ; but so it is hap- 
ened, that she that was with my sister Hickes to bring up Bes Nowel* ii com 
fh>m my uster, and will not stay, because Bes Nowel la so headstrong that she 
cannot role her. My sister Hickes sent me word of bur by Sir George Write, 
bow fet a women abe was for me to breed up my gerls ; and I knowing it of my 
own knoledge to be so, I houp you will uot be aogri with me fer it : God, that 
knows my hart, knows I was never loufter to oKnd you in all my liefe than I 
have bine within this haire yeare ; and so I houpe ever I dtall be, If you 
should horde themfbrth, they would cost you £14, a yeare at the least, and save 
Dothing at borne j beside, they will never be bred rn Beligi<H) as st home, and 
* Dan^ter of I«id Campdeft 
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weare ont Iwiie bo nun; clothes tui at home. All things conndered, tUs ia the 
beat cofae. Mr. Votier oame to me, and toold me the pariah and bee would 
make jroa a ftre pne afore mj pae ; but thej bard foa would go away, mod thej 
would be louft to make it tbr Hr. Willams. I wil'd them to goo fbrward with 
theare good intent. I houp in God jou would never leave tbi« houa while I 
did live ; and I beaechc God I may never live to gooe ont of it e'en from the 
bottom of my harte. 

" Commend me to all our Irendg ; I must not forgite my love to WiU. Wee 
are all in helth. I leave you to hta protection, who ia abel to kepe yon al. 
Sweet hart, Mr. Ten is in posseaaion in tbat offea at the Ciiatom-hous ; but 
what my lord wQI have of him, he knoweth not yet. Your true and fathfhl irift 
tel death, 

" JoAKi HancKa." 

" From LoniloJt, (A« 22 dof/ of AugvM, 1616." 

Her portrait, still preserved at Beaumanor, bean the following distich : 

" Art may hir outaid thys preaent to view ; 
How faire within nor art nor tong can shew." 

There is do evidence of anjr rebuilding of the " fair house" or " pntiff 
lo^e" built by Heniy Lord Beaumont in 1 S30 ; it may therefore be con- 
cluded that the mansion on which Sir William Heyiick entered in IS96 
was identical with it. Indeed a description of Beaumanor in 1594 statea 
it to be "an antient mansion-houie of great recdpte, moted about with as 
large mote stored with fish, with a drawbridge, garden, orchard, hc^ 
yardsj Stc, thereto belon^ige, all very conveiiient and answerable." And 
a survey in l65€ says, " This antient manour-house standeth and is 
seated in the parke callid Beaumanor Parke ; the manour-house is moated 
about with a faiie cleare moate; .... about which said building is a 
second moat." There must, faowev^, have been a teSwxxag, and perhaps 
a partial re-edif3fing of the house ; most probably, from the view of it 
preserved in Nichols, during the occupancy of the Duchess of Sufiblk, for 
the style, as shewn in that engraving, is decidedly of the Tudor period. 
This ancient house was taken down in 1725, and was succeeded by a 
Palladian structure of very inferior pretensionB, which, in its turn, in 1 845, 
gave way to the preaent noble and truly tasteful edifice— perhaps as perfect 
a qjccimen of the late Elixalietban mannon as any modem architect has 
produced ; a comlunation, indeed, of massive grandeur and graceful en> 
richments, which produce a fofade i^ the most chaste and imposing efiect. 
It has not only the merit <d being a vtxj ha|^ and miudi improved re- 
JUctiiM of the " antient house," but of being in beautiful harmony wi^ 
the surrounding scenery. And what is thb scenery ? A richly-timbered 



dbyGoot^Ic 



BBADMUICni. 115 

park (the one fint enclosed bj L«ml Betumont, imd, unfortuiuitely, partly 
diqwrked by Sir William Heyrick), containing one of the moat charming 
douUe avenues in England, and oaks of the largest dimensions and mo«t 
picturesque forms ; a lowly hamlet of tmly rural character ; and, to crown 
all, the romantic rocki of Chamwood looming in the west, like the towen 
of aomt stupendous ruin of the days of old. 

Mere architectural description is scarcely a part of our plan, or much 
mi^t be sud in praise both of the architect (Mr. Railton) who had the 
talent to design, and erf* Mr. Herrick, who had the liberality to erect, a 
house in every way so worthy of such a nte. The wisdom of adhering to 
this on a demesne that ofiered so many preferable stea, has been ques- 
tioned; but hallowed by memories of warriors, statesmen, poets, and 
Sttges — hallowed, too, by its having witnessed the birth, the peaceful life 
and death of seven generations of his own time-honoured fiimily, Mr. 
Herrit^ might well be supposed to feel that anch a spot was a charmed 
spot to Aim. 

" Nee tarn prtesentes alibi cognoecere divos." 

He is the dghth of his CbrisUan and surname who has been ownw of 
the manor, and it is hut justice to him to say, that the ho^italitiea of the 
new ball are correspondent with its Just pretenaonsto be a perfect realisa- 
tion of an old English Manor-haase (baronial hall we should rather tenn 
it], ef the first class. 

It should be added, that the interior of the hall is in strict keeping with 
its external character. The entrance hall and staircase, so often the 
grand failure in the mansions of our aristociacy, are the architect's hap- 
piest productions at Beaumanor. In beauty, convenience, nnd imposing 
efiect, they are not surpassed in any of our proudest Halls. Richly 
carved oak composes the balustradeSj and the stairs, beginning in th« 
centre of the hsU, toanch off* at the first landing place, and lead to a 
gallery which occupies three sides of the quadrangle, while the fourth 
contains a most noble heraldic window of exquiute beauty, and of very 
large dimensions. The cellarage, kitchens, and offices are all on the 
latest scale and of the completest arrangement; the chief rooms of grace- 
ful proportion, and the ordinary rooms replete with comfort. Massive 
and ridily carved oak will, as might be expected, be the consistent and 
appropriate furniture and some fine cdd paintings, and a collection of 
most interesting &mily portraits, will adorn the walls. Nor, while so 
much of the olden time is brought faadi to ua, are the superior comfort 
and el^ancies of modem life omitted. It would be wrong not to men* 
tion among the many antiques, the celebrated haU-chair. This curious 
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end mcMt capsdoua leat was hewn (rota one of tbe oaks of the pork ; it 
is without nail or jmnt, and i> said to be the meet gigantic chair in Eng- 
land. It fomu the subject, and no unworthy subject, of a poem and an 
engraving, in the " Hiatoiy of Chamwood ForeBt," On this chair 
idwayfl hangs a garland of red roses, with spear heads intertwioed, an 
annual service rendered by the Famham fanulj to the lord of Beau- 
manor, ftH* some lauds held subject to that payment. The presentation 
of the garland, instead of being, as often happens in such cases, a ground 
of dispute, has long been an occasion on which the friendly feeUng sub- 
sisting between the families, is most heartily reciprocated. 

There are other services of feudal origin still rendered at the manor 
court ; for instance, a pound of pepper from Barrow, and four flights of 
arrows from Frisby. A long-standing custom also prevails on Valentine's 
day, when every child of the neighbouring hamlets presents a valentine 
at the hall, and receives a gratuity. More than three-hundred have 
sometimes been presented, and the day is the children's gala of the year. 

The continuance of this old custom shews the Idndly feelings enter> 
tained by the lord towards the bumble tenantry, and is perti^M a link 
in that band of grateful afiection, which binds all the denizens of the 
estate to its owner, in a manner too rardy witnessed in modem times. 

We have otdy spoken of one of the seocH William Herricks, succesKvely 
lords of this manor, before their present worthy representative ; not that 
they were less deserving of biographical notice than their predecessors in 
the posseaoon, but simply because their lives were of that unostentatious 
character which seeks its reward in fllling with unstained honour the 
station of an English country gentleman. Yet were it easy to name 
many of tiie Henick line who have essentially served their country. 

Allusion has been made to poets of the Herrick family. Robert Her- 
rick, the author of " Hesperides," one of the most richly ori^nal poets 
of the seventeenth century, was a collateral. It was therefore not 
apocryphal perhaps, in the author of " Chamwood Forest," to suppose 
that the sylvan shades of Beaumanor may have been the scene of many 
of his inspirations : 

" Hbsbick famed for love-ftau^t lyrics, 
Sang his love-songs in these groves ; 
Entf Anacreon's soul was Herrick's, 
And the other half was — Love's." 

Some original letters of the poet, stall extant amongst the Heyrtck 
papers, diew that he was supported at the university, by the bounty of 
his kinsman. Sir William Heyrick. 
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The mother of Dean Swift wsa alio a Herrick, and the amiable and 
too early lost Lieut. John Herrick, left evidence that, had his life been 
apared, be would hare held no common place among the poets of our 
country. 

With such a geituu tod, such an amy of noble, eminent and honouied 
potMsaon, with lucb sylran Bceneiy within it, and with such a noble 
maniion upon it, we think we aie justified is giving high place among 
the " HiBtoiic Lenda of England," to the subject of these remailu— tbe 
beaudjul demeane of Bkau-Manob. 



^•rVtntati ftiUl, to, Valatfnt of ftantuttr. 

FozDBHnm Hall, seat of the RaddySes t How the very name of 
that historic fiunily caiiiea us back to far distant times, and a period antece- 
dent to the Nonnan conquest ; deducing tbeir name and tlieir lineage from 
Badclyffe, Radcl%e tower was long tbe seat of tbeit anceston, from whom 
descended a stock of right It^al, gallant, and gifted icious, well worthy of 
their Saxon tiies. It is a name which reflects more renown on its ancestral 
titles of FitBwalter, Sussex, and Derwentwater, than ever title added 
honour to a name, while the proud, yet simple motto, " Caen, Cressie, 
Calais," tells how the bold and chivalrous ancestor erf* the owners of Fox- 
denton fought for his sovereign, and acquired undying fame on those three 
stricken fields! 

On the eastern side of the Irwell, not far distant from Bury in Lanca> 
shire, rises a bold cliff of red rock, opposite to a village of dscidedly Saxon 
orig^ which, ftom thence was called Red or Raddyfie : and this parish, 
doubtless, before it was poasened by the Earls of Chester, gave its name 
to the family of which we are speaking. 

Indeed from a very remote period, we can trace tbe RadcIySes as resident 
in the Palatinate of Lancaster, and truly it were difficult to point out a 
fomily more distinguished. An unbroken male descent from a period 
nearly coeval withi if not previoua to, the conquest ; their intermairiages 
with some of the noblest families at Britun ; their deeds of valour on the 
battle-field ; their wisdom in the council chamber, sufficiently attest their 
antiquity and importance, whilst the mere record of their dignities, proves 
the high rank they enjc^ed. The bouse d Raddyfie produced fourteen 
Earls, one Viscount, five Barony seven Knights of the Garter, one Lord- 
Deputy of Ireland, two Ambaasadora, several Bannerets and Knights of tbe 
Bath, along with many Privy Coundllors, Warriors, and Statesmen. The 
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foundBtiona of tde extnonlinar; greatnen of thu frntlj wae laid bj Sir 
Richard de RadGljffe, of Radclyffe Towar. He was seneichal sad "■'"■***' 
of the royal fore^ of Blackbunuhire, and accompanied King Edward I. 
to his wan and nctorles in Scotland ; and in the SSod jear of that prince'a 
reign (a-d. I50S), obtained frarn hii royal master, thegrantof a charter of 
free warren and free chase in all his demesne lands of Baddyffe, Oididull, 
&C. Of his tons by his first wife, who was a daughter of Botder, Baion 
at Warrington, Sir John Radclyffe, the younger, was progenitor of the 
Badclyfies of Foxdenton, whUe the elder. Sir William (usually styled " the 
great William ") of Culceth and Edgeworth, and afterwards of Badclyffe 
tower, hy his marriage with Margaret de Culceth, was ancestor of the Bsd- 
dyffes. Barons Fitswalter and Earls of Sussex. But ashy the union, whidi 
will hereafter be shewn, of Sir Alexander Radclyffe, Kni^t of the Bath, 
with the Lady Jane, only child and heiress of the fifth Earl of Sussex^ the 
representation of both lines is centered in the present Lord of Fosdenton, 
our memoranda of his illustrious ancestors must necessarily embraoe each. 

Sir John Radclyffe, Kt., of Ordshall, or Odershall, whom we have men- 
tioned above, married the Lady Joan Htdland, sistcrof Tbomas, Earl rf Kent, 
and was Member of Parliament for the oo. of Lancaster in the fourteenth 
year of Edward II!., under whom he served in the French wars, and dis- 
tinguished himself particularly at Caen, Creane, and Calais, irom which dr> 
cumstance and period, this family have since borne those three names as 
their hereditary motto. He left an only son, Richard Radclyffe, called 
"Upuigne," who, in the fourth jtaxfX Richard II. (1S81), wasdrowned 
in the Rosendale ; he held for upwards of twen^ years the same important 
office which his grandfother had previously filled — the stewardship of 
Blackbumsbire ; and by his marriage with Matilda, mdy diild of Legfa s4 
Booths in Cheshire, acquired the estates and quartered the arms of that 
family. He was succeeded by his only son, Sir John, who married into 
the ancient and Knightly family of TraSbrd c^ Trafford, and died in 1431. 
The great grandson of this Sir John, by his union with Elizabeth, daughter 
and co-heiress of John Radclyffe, Esq., of Catherton and Foidenton, bovugfat 
the latter estate for the^rtf litne into this branch of the family. 

Our allotted limits compel us to pass without particular notice Sir John 
Radclyfie, Kt., Alexander Radclyfle, Esq., and William Radclyffe, Esq., the 
successive owners of Ordsball. Sir Alexander, grandson and successor of 
the last mentioned William, who died Hay 15th, 1498, served the office of 
High Sheriff for the co. Palatine, in 1547, and, at his decease in the fol- 
lowing year, left, by his wife Alice, daughter of Sir J<Ad Booth, of Barton 
CO. Lane, along with other issue, a son and heir. Sir William Radclyfle, 
of Ordshall, Kt., on whom, and the heirs male of his body, were settled 
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the FiUwalUr esUtei, on ituin'v if divers remoinden, mentioned in the 
will of hi* idatiTe, Henry Raddyfie, aeoond £wl of Susae^ wbo diedia 
1556. 

Sir WilliaiD, by hia fint nurriage with llaigaret, daughter of Sir Ed> 
mond Trafibrd of Tn&brd, left three aona ; the eldest died without iaaue, 
only B few weeks before hia father ; and the youngest by hii union with 
the Heireas of Foxdenton bnx^t that estate for the teamd time into the 
direct line of suoceanon. The aecond ton. Sir John Bsddyfi^ of Ordshali> 
Kt., succeeded hia fadier and married Anne, only daughter and heireas 
of Thomas Ashawe, of Hall on the Hill, in High Chamock, Lancashire ; he 
bad fire sons, all ctf whom died on the battle-field bravely fighting for their 
Sovereign : the eldest. Sir Alexander, as well aa hia next l»otber, William, 
both fell in the wars in Ireland, unmarried, the elder in 1599, the aecond 
ia 1596, at Blackwater, fighting against Hugh, £arl of Tyrone : while the 
fourth and fifth boub, Edmund and Thomas, were both killed in battle in 
French Flanders, in 1599- The representation of this ancient family 
and the succession to the estates thus devolved upon the third brother. 
Sir John Raddyfle, whose nster, Mai^aret Raddyffe, was &vorite Moid of 
Honour to Qoeen Elisabeth. She died at Richmond on the 10th of Nov., 
1599, of grief for the loss of her brothers, and^ was, by the Queen's command, 
buried as a lady, in Sl Margaret's, Westminster, on SSnd of the same 
month. Her father died at Ordshall, and was interred with hia ancestors 
in the choir of the collegiate— now the cathedral-church ai Manchester— 
on the 1 1th of February 1589. 

His third son. Sir John Raddyffe, who, on the decease of hia eldest 
brother, succeeded to the representation of the family at the age of dgbteen, 
married Alice, eldest daughter of Sir John Byron, Kt, of Newstead 
Abbey, Notts : and following the gallant example of his family, he fdl in 
the attack on the Isle of Rhee, off the coast of France, on the A9tb of Oct., 
1627, and was succeeded by hia only son. Sir Alexander Raddyffe, of Ord- 
shall, Knight of the Bath, who, by his marriage with the only child 
oS Henry, fifth Earl of Sussex, united the two Idndred lines, and be- 
came male chief and representative of this distinguished family. 

Turn we now to the descendants of tbe " Great William" of Culceth, 
ddest son of Sir Richard de Raddyffe, of Radclyffe Tower. In the year 
I4S0, being the seventh Henry V., we find kit great grandson. Sir 
John Roddytife, Kt., Governor of Acquitoine, and in the first year 
of Henry VI., Seneschal of the same duchy : in tbe fourth year of the 
aame reign, be bad a grant of the wardship of Ralph Neville, Earl of 
Westmoreland and Lord of Middleham, and seven years afterwards, all the 
revenues ot the crown issuing out of tbe counties of Carnarvon and 
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Herioneth, and tbe LordaUps of Chirk and CUrUond, were Mngned to him 
to liquidate an arrear of Krvice roonej amounting to £7029, an enormous 
sum in those days. This eminent soldier, who was a Knight Banneret 
and Knight <d the Garter, married Elizabeth, 011I7 daughter and heiress of 
Walter Fitswalter, last Baron of Fitswalter of that bmilj, and was soc- 
ceeded 1)7 his son Sir John Radclyfie, who, in the first jear of Hemy VII., 
brang then steward of the king's household, was summoned to Parliament 
as Baron Fitswalter, in right of his mother. He wan subsequently ap- 
pointed Chief Justice of all the forests beyond the Trent, and at the 
Coronation of Elizabeth of York, King Henry's consort, was associated 
with Jasper Tudor, Duke of Bedford, to perform the duties c^ High 
Steward of England; but subsequentljr, engaging in the war on 
b^alf of Perkin Warbeck, he suffered attainder and death at Calais, 
when the Barony of Fitzwalter became forfeited. But his son, Robert 
RaddySe, a great favourite of Heniy VII., was restored in blood and hon- 
ours, by Act erf* Parliament, in the first year of Henry VIII., and became 
second Baron Fitswalter of the Radclyffe Camily; four years after he ao- 
companied the King in his great expedition to Toumay ; and ten years 
Buboequently commanded the van of the army sent into France under the 
Earl of Surrey : ftr these eminent services, he was created, July 18, ISiS, 
Viscount Fitswalter, by letters patent ; in lSi$, his brdship, along with 
other peers, subscribed the articles against Cardinal Wolsey ; after which 
he was made a Knight of the Garter, and on the SSth December in the 
same year, was elevated to the Earldom of Sussex: the following year we 
find his name among the peers who signed the remonstrance to Pope Cle- 
ment VII., about the King's divorce from Catherine of Arragon; and in 
15S£ he attended Henry into France, after which he was constituted 
Lord High Chamberlain of England on the attainder of Thomas Crom- 
well, Earl of Essex. In addition to all the honours we have recorded 
his lordship was unbapinly a considerable participator in that spoliation of 
the church, which iq>pears to have entailed misfortune on so many families 
who shared in the unhallowed spoils. He married first, the Lady Eliza- 
beth, daughter of Henry, Duke of Buckingham ; secondly. Lady Mar- 
garet Stanley, daughter of Thomas, Earl of Derby ; and thirdly, Mary, 
daughter of Sir John Arundel, of Lanbeme, in Cornwall. 

The Earl died in 1 54S, and was succeeded by his eldest son. Sir Henry 
Radclyfie, K-B., who commanded 16OO demi-lances in the expedition into 
Scotland, in the first year of Edward VI., and narrowly escaped with 
his life. He was one of the first who, on the death of that monarch, 
declared for his uster Mary, and was in consequence, soon after her ac- 
cession, appointed by that Queen, Warden and Chief Justice of all the 
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royal foneiU louth of the Trent, and wu alio made a Knight of th« 
Garter. His lordship married fint, the Lady Elisabeth Howard, daughter 
or Thomas, Duke of Noriblk, and secondly, Anne, daughter of Sir Philip 
Calthorpe,Kt., from whom he wassubsequently divorced. At his death, Feb. 
17th, 15S6, the Earldom and other honotin devolved on bis eldest son. Sir 
Thomas Badclyfie. This eminent noblemaiij during the lifetime of his 
father, was sent ambassador by Queen Mary to the Emperor Charies V., 
to treat of the marriage between herself and Prince Philip, his eldest son, 
afterwards King of Spain; and be subsequently proceeded to the Prince 
himself, at the Court of Spain, to obtain a ratification of the treaty. In 
the Snd year of Philip and Mary, Sir Thomas Raddyffe was appcnnted 
Lord Deputy of Ireland, and soon after his father's decease, succeeded him 
as Chief Justice of the royal forests south of the Trent. A few yeara 
afterwards we find the Earl a Kni^t of the Garter, and Captain of the 
Pensioners ; on the accession of Elisabeth, he was con^ued In the gorem-* 
ment of Ireland, and in the third year of her reign elevated to the rank 
of Lord Lieutenant of that Ungdom. Six yean afterwards he had the 
honour of bearing the order of the Garter to the Emperor Maximilian, 
snd was subsequently employed in negotiating a matrimonial alliance be> 
tween his Rt^al Mistress, and the Archduke Charles oi Austria. In 
the twelfth year fd Elisabeth, he was Lord President of the North, and 
upon an incursion of the Scots, invaded Scotland and lud several v£ 
their towns and castles in ashes. He sat auhaequently on the trial of the 
Duke of Norfolk, and was a commissioner to treat of a marriage between 
the Duke of Anjou and Queen Elisabeth, in the S4th year of her reign. 
His loidsbip married first, Elisabeth Wriothesley, daughter of Thomas, 
Earl of Southamptou, and secondly, Frances, daughter of Sir William 
and ustec of Sir Henij Sydney, Kt, aod died at his house of Bermonda^ 
in Scnithwark, June, 1283. He was buried at Boreham, and has he had no 
issue to survive him, the honoun devolved on his brother, Henry Radclyfle, 
fifth Lord Fitswalter, and fourth Earl of Sussex, a Knight of the Garter, 
Captain and Governor of Portsmouth. He married Honora, daughter of 
Anthony Pound, Esq., of Hants: and dying April lOth, 159^, was suc- 
ceeded by his only child, Robert Radclyffi:, sixth Lord Fitswalter, and fifth 
Earl (tf Sussex. This nobleman was with the Earl of Essex in the 
attack on and lyUng of the city of Cadis, in die 39th year of Elisabeth. 
His lordship, who was installed a Knight of the Garter in IfiSl, married 
first, Bridget, daughter of Sir Charles Morrison, Ku, ot Cashkbury Park, 
Hertfordshire, and had by her two sons and two daughters, all of whom 
with their issue died in his lifetime. The Earl espoused secondly, fVances, 
dau^ter of Hercules Mewtas, Esq., of West Ham, in Esses, widow of 



dbyGoot^Ic 



122 TBM LUTD* or wwaumD. 

Rcdiert Shute, of Hockington, oo. Cambridge, Esq. The CoBntew of 
SuMOC died 18th Nov., 1627, and the Earl, who wa> buried at B(»diain, in 
1629, Icanng an 00I7 daughter, the Lad^ Jane Radclj^e, on whom 
ihouU have derolved the Barony of Fitzwaltw— the Earldom of Stuaex, 
and Viacountcy Fitzwalter having reverted to Sir Ednard Raddjffe, (nn 
of Sir Hunaphrey Raddjlfe of Elveaton, 00. Bedford, and grandion of 
Bobert the firtt Ead,) wbo dTtog without issue, in l&ll, these honoon 
became extinct— her Ladyibip having married f a.i>. 1624) as above men- 
tioned, her kinsman. Sir Alexander Raddjrffe, of Ordahall, Knight of the 
Bath, he became in her right leiaed of the manor and estates of Attla- 
borougb, in the county of Norfolk, where he subsequently resided, and 
which for very many generedons had been possessed by the elder branch 
of this great family. 

Of this marriage, which after the liqMe of three centuries reunited the 
two lines of Raddyffe, there was a numerous offipnng, but the elder sons 
havhig died unmarried or theic issue become extinct, the re p res e ntaticm 
devolved upon Robert Raddyffe, Esq., boin at Attleborougb, io 16.50, a 
Captain in the Duke of Monmouth's regiment, serving the King of Spain. 
Mr. Radclyffe married in 1676, Anne, only daughter and heiress of Row- 
land Eyre, of Biadbury in Derbyshire, Esq. : and having been killed in a 
dud, Feb. SO, l6S5, was buried the following day in the Tatton Chapel, 
Northenden Church, Cheshire. He was succeeded by his ddeat son, thoa 
only eight years of age, wbo, by virtue d the wills of his lelativa^ Mrs. 
Maiy B)nron and Mrs. Susan Potter, (daughters, by the second marriage 
with bis cousin, the heireas of Foxdenton, of Richard, youngest son of Sir 
William Radclyfie, of Ordshall, Kt., who died in 1568) came into posses- 
sion of the Foxdenton estates, and rebuilt the family mansion, which it 
still possessed by bis great-grandson, the present Robert Radclyffe, Esq., 
of Foxdenton Hall, and of the dty of Bath, bom Dec, 1 773. Mr. Rad- 
elyfie, who married Mary, daughter of Thomas Fatten, Esq., of Bank 
Hall, near Warrington, M.P. for Lancashire, served, in 18IS, the office 
of High Sheriff f<« Dorsetshire, and is at this time claiming the ancient 
Barony at Fitzwalter. 

The illustrious house of RadclyfTe was further ennobled in the person ot 
Sir Francis Ratclyffo, a scion of the same ancient family, who (a.i>. 1687) 
was by patent created Baron of Tynedale, Viscount Ratclyffe and Langly, 
and Earl of Derwentwater ; but this bnnch having unfortunately ad- 
hered to the cause of the exiled, bat now extinct, Stuart dynasty, the 
title became forfeited. 

By the marriage, however, of the Countess of Newburgh with Charles 
James, the brother of the third Earl of Derwentwater, that peerage was 
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canied into the Radcly^ family, where It remaioed until the deceaae 
(in 1814) of Charies Bartholomew, fourth Earl of Newburgh^ withoa 
male inue, when the title devolved on Francis Ejn, Esq., and the lepte* 
■entadon of all the branches of this most anaent and distinguished familj 
centered in Mr. Raddjfie of Foxdenton HalL Fozdenton is a nobleand lof^ 
edifice of the l6th centiuy, fron^g northerly with two wings overlotAing a 
beautiful lawn, deriving its name from a den of foxes, and bestowed as the 
dowry of Mazgarel Chadderton, on her marriage with John Radclyffe, son 
of De fiaddyffe (second of Henry II.). From this couple the ample demesne 
at Foxdenton descended through twelve geoendooi of the iUustriously 
connected Raddyfies, to Sir William Baddyffe. Ktf who was taken |in< 
soner by the Parliamentary forcea, at the battle of Marston Moot, July 
Snd, 1644 ; but safely conducted to Foxdenton, under the oountenanoe of 
General Fair&x, as a letter yet in existence clearly proves. He died 
about 1649, beloved by both parties, after having been a Colond and 
Captun in the royal army in 1642 and l645. The present possessor of 
Foxdenton is Robert Radclyfie, Esq., the fifth in descent from the above 
Sir William, who has issue sons and daughters. The interior of this man- 
sion is adtvned by many valuable family and other pictures ; among which 
are several portraits of the royal House of Stuart. It is at present in . ex- 
cellent repair, and is situated in the township of Chadderton and parish of 
Prestwich, on a gentle eminence, two miles north-west of Oldham. 



9«||li>ot^ Kan, to. %MtB9ttt. 

The manor of Ashworth derives ita origin, as do many othen in 
those wild and remote parts, from the period of the Britons quitting, and 
the Saxons occapying, the extensive and at that time depopulated districts 
which now form the respective boundaries of Yorkshire on the East, 
and the connty of Lancaster on the West, and were included in the 
ancient kingdom of NorUmmbria. The whole country on its occupa- 
tion appears to have been subdivided into manors, townships, or villas, 
and of these, the various thanes or chiefr took possession, holding them 
in socage or in capite of the crown. Thus settled, they relinquished 
their erring and predatory habits, and becoming peaceful " lagemen," 
applied themselves to agriculture and to the more useful arts of life. Dis- 
carding the Celtic nomenclature, each lord gave his own name to his 
lands, often with some addition, either indicating his rank, the situation 
of his stronghold, or some other attribute. Thus in the present instance 
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" Worth,"* in tlie Saxon language, Bignifies anuunon or Btronghold, and 
AshwoTth, undoubtedly the mauBion of a Saxon leader, who bore 
a name Bimilar to the preceding syllable of the compound word. 
So Harmondairorth, the manaiou of Hannond, Kidworth, Calceworth, 
&c., &c. " Ham " and " cot " irere also {arourite Saxon terminadons, 
as iu Folkenham, Lubbenham, \^oot, Evencot, &c. The manon thua 
apportioned seldom exceeded sixteen oxgangs or borates of ploughed 
land, equal to about two coracutea, or two hundred and fifty acres ; hut 
when to these were added the large tracts of woodland, mountain pasture, 
and morass, the extent of country which each embraced was somedmes 
considerable. Nothing could be more simple or patriarchal than the 
state of sodety thus engendered, and in passing Uuough the district in 
thote remote times, the aspect of the country must have afibrded a 
striking contrast to that which it qow exhibits. No mines of coal worked 
by a grim and debased population — no huge factories, pouring forth from 
within and without, their black abominationB, But, bi as the eye could 
reach, healthy mountains and pastoral valea, extensive woodlands, the 
resort of the stag and the wol^ the boar and the wild ox. Here and 
there, nuaed hi^ on some secure eminence, or low by the fertile margin 
of some rapid stream, might be seen the stronghold of some Saxon Thane, 
surrounded by the buts of his dependents, bis shepherds and his Bwine- 
herds, his foreBters and his agricultural labourers, all dependent on his 
bonnty — ^bis participators in weal or woe— his followers in war, his com- 
panions in the chase. And long after the Norman invasion did this 
state of society in reality exist in these remote districts, for the history of 
this and the adjoining manors presents but few changes till the civil 
wars of the seventeenth century called fortli the spirit of domestic striie, 
set neighbour against neighbour, and kin against kin. Even now, 
though much more so within the memory of man, the pure Saxon 
dialect, in part, survives in the language of the country, and the 
philologist would almost Ikncy himself carried back to the palmy days of 
Edward the Confessor, did he mix familiarly with the peasantry of th« 
more retired hill-districts, listen to their idiom, and observe their 
manners and habits, imbued, as they are, with most of the virtues 
and vices of their hardy progenitors. Happily, this interesting histo- 
rical &ct will survive in that extraordinary work of Mr. Collier, entitled 
"Tim Bobbin, or the Lancashire Dialect," the pages of which no one 
acquainted even with the rudiments of the Anglo-Saxon language, can 
peruse, without feelings of surprise and lively interest. Whether it 
* Fwb Dr. WbiMker's CKTen. Also Dugdalg's Warwickshire, M Ed. p. ISO. 
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WM oning to tlie then uninviting aspect of the country, or to the deter- 
mined opposition of the Saxon poaaessora, who were strong in their fasU 
nessei and means of internal defence, certain it is, that the Norman race 
never blended much with the population, and where the encroachments 
of commerce and manuiactures have not penetrated, they continue to this 
day a very interesting specimen of what was the condition — what the 
habits — what the language of, perhaps, the finest race of men in the 
world, whether we regard their physical powers, their acntenesa of in- 
tellect, or their indomitable perseverance. Nurtured in hardy hahita, 
proud of endurance, born and fostered in principles of feudal, or we 
should rather say, of patiiarchal discipline and obedience ; sturdy in their 
country's cause, and glorying in their country's mi^t, ready to ibllow 
their chief whether to avenge public or private wrong i these men were 
England's strength in all her ancient wars with France, and with their 
huge bows of natiTe yew, which few foreign hands could bend, checked 
the onset of the bravest of the Gallic chivaliy, and presented a Saxon 
phalanx which none ever braved with impnni^. The imagination, in re- 
cuiring to those remote times, cannot &il to conjure up scenes peculiar 
and pleasing. It is true there was little of refinement, and their luxuries 
were of the most substantial, and their devotion to the drinking horn 
was occasionally too earnest, yet their mode of life was simple and five, 
and &Tonrable to the development of many noble qnaliliea. The wQdest 
and moat hazardous pnnnitn of the chase seem to have been theirdelight, 
a propensity, indeed, which still lives in these districts ; and when we 
contemplate the extent of those vast forests, moors, and morasses ; the 
beauty and number of the rivers and brooks which traverse them ; the 
magnificence of the rocks, and the gloomy grandeur of those romantic 
glens ; and, above all, the variety of game, and of beasts of the chase 
with which they abounded — (alas I how spoiled the one, how destroyed 
the other)— we cannot but pronounce the lot of the ancient pastoral pos- 
sessors of these districts a* far more enviable and desirable than that 
which has be&Den tbeii wealthier posterity. How for the trinmph of 
commerce over agriculture will improve the morals and increaae the 
real happiness and the political power of our country is a problem which 
will probably, ere long, be solved. There can be neither greatness nor 
happiness where authority ia weak ; and as the tmiversal tendency of 
commercial wealth distributed among a dense and morally neglected 
population, is to produce luxury, lelfiahneBS, insubordination, and theories 
of equality, foreign to the decrees of the Almighty, and to the ordained 
state of man, we are not of those who look upon money as creating or 
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increasing moral power, but rather as " the root of all evil." It is a aad 
condition of oar ttate that national power does not generally keep pace 
with mental progress ; refinement of taste produces the love of ease and 
indnlgence, the sterner attributes of our nature are laid aside, and thus 
Rome fell subdued by the hardier virtues of those Barbarians whom she 
professed to despise. In Ashwordi Hall we recognise one of those 
pondons selected by the original grantee for the erection of his strong- 
hold, and though in the present stmctore little, if anything, probably le- 
midns of the original building, yet, that it retains its andent site, no one 
that examinesttcan for a moment doubt. It is situated on a boldeminence 
which rises abruptly from the confluence of two streams, each emerging 
from a deep glen. Where these meet, the valley widens into what is 
denominated Ashworth Clougb, presenting » pleadng succession of 
woods and pa«tui«s, till about a mile southwards, where the gables 
of old Bamford Hall are visible to the left, it expands into the 
valley through which the Roche wends its way, to join Aat beautiful 
river, the Ir-gniel, or Irwell, which, swelled by its many tributaries, 
hurries past the ruined walls of Radclyffe Tower, and the now important 
site of the Roman Mancunium. Even now, deformed as the country 
is with huge manu&ctories, whose tall chimnies rise in almost every 
valley, and in many places with the very bowels of the earth, as it 
were, scattered over the now hidden sur&ce, yet this Clough, when the 
author last visited it, retmned much of its former beauty, enoi^h to 
shew what it had been, but what, alas 1 it can never be again. The 
old Hall still retains its aspiring site, its gables still peep from the 
woods that environ it, but much has been destroyed ; the strong stone- 
built gate-way, with its massive doors and wicket-gate, stands alone ; 
die eastern side of the quadrangle is gone, and nothing now remains but 
that southern portion which fronts the dilapidated terrace, with its 
moat and hanging garden. A hundred yew trees, tradition says, once 
grew in stately avenues, or in sombre groups, around this deserted home 
of many generations, but only a few survive ; they stand single and 
forlorn, their boughs lopped, their huge trunks disfigured, their foliage 
droo^ng. They might seem to mourn the desertion of the ancient race 
by whom they were planted and reared, and who still, though now 
settled in a warmer and more congenial clime, look back with melan- 
choly and regret to the forsaken home of their fore&thers. It is sad 
to Btaad xnd contemplate such scenes! and yet, they are but too 
eommon, throagfaont the length md IneadA of the land ; disgraceful 
moDumenta of mean and sordid selfishness. It is sad to aoe Ae bone of 



dbyGoot^Ic 



ASHWOKTK WAU.. 127 

centuries abandoned, those halls which could tell the history of so many 
ages, desolate and dismantled ; stnictures raised with such care and 
cost, and the successire pride of many a long pedigree, left a prey to 
the ravages of the elements ; a haunt for the bat and the owl ! Wo 
betide that heartless extravagance, or that grovelling and greedy thirst 
of gain, which thus severs the links of fiunily pride and honour; in- 
vades the natnral rights of saceeeding generations, and compels the 
heirs of the soil to seek new settlements, where their sympathies are 
quenched, and their name is unhonoured. A simple ballad, commemo- 
rative of some foir scion of this House, and the comporidon doubtless of 
some local poet, may not be without its interest, as connected with the 
nibject we are discussing, 

" TO THE FAIRE AGNES. 

H Full manie s noble barte is seen 
On Pendle's hill and fbrest green ; 
Bnt Bolton's Vale, and sonnie knowes, 
Can shew as stalwart deer as those. 

The streame that runs thro' Ashewortbe Clough, 
Is rspid, deare, and pure enoogh ; 
But brookes as clear we may admyre, 
In other vales of Lancsshyre. 

A hundred yews tbsl Clougti can boaste, 
Tbt memorie of whose age is lost ; 
Yet otb» spottes hsve many a yew. 
As ancyent and as sprradynge too. 

But Maiden of the Qough, to thee 
No one must talk of riralrie j 
For never hath tbe glorious snnne, 
Thine eqosl, Agnes, sbooe upon." 

The remuns of Ashworth Hall afford a pleasing specimen of that 
■tyle of domestic architecture which has in its many pecnilaritiefl a dis- 
tinctness and beauty which, both to the antiquarian and to the lover of 
the pictnresqne, ^ves it a mote than ordinary character of interest. 
Structures of this das* ace prindpallj fbond in those of osr ctnmliea 
wlme building stone is difficult and expensive to procure, bnt they are 
also found, as in the present instance, in districts abounding in available 
rocks and quarries. This clearly proves that taste and choice, and not 
neceasity, did in numerous cases influence the builders in their selection of 
this peculiar style ; and the magnitude of tbe timbers, strongly framed 
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together, and used in ths most gratuitous and nnspsring abund&nce, proves 
that the early accounts of the dense foiests and greenwood glades of once 
merry England, were an established fact, and no fable. The date of many 
of these timber-framed and curiously -pargetted structures, la very remote. 
Bishop King's palace in Oxford, similar in its arcMtectnre, dates in the 
year 1350 ; bat to many of them even a still earlier period may be 
assumed. In the present instance nothing remains to guide ns, but, 
judg^g from general appearances, we should not hesitate to affix a date 
at least coeval with the wars of the Roses. Parts of the buildings may 
be sdll more ancient, for there is a diversity of style and character 
visible. The lower windows of the pargetted portion seem to have 
looked into the quadrangle, an arrangement so foreign to cheerfulness or 
comfort, that we may well refer the date to times when defence and 
security were points of supreme conrideialion. There is, indeed, a 
similarity so striking between this style and that adopted by the Saxons 
themselves, that we should not ieel that we were drawing largely on the 
credulity of our readers, were we to assert that, from the Saxon times 
to the reign of Elisabeth, there was no cessation in the construction of 
buildings of this description, and that many of the timber houses now 
remaining, are in reality mudi more ancient than they are generally 
supposed to be. The Saxons, as we know from their own designs, 
framed their houses of large and roughly-hewn beams of oak, facing 
the quoins or comers with stone, as also Ox arches of the windows and 
doorways. The roofr were of rough slate, and the windows small, either 
strongly latticed with " riftes of oak chekerwise," or fitted with panels 
of horn or glass. In what, then, do these structures differ from many 
which in these days we attribute to a much later period 1 

The manor of Ashworth was for many generalious a portion of the 
possessions of a family bearing the same name. Little, however, beyond 
tradition, is known of its early history and vicissitudes. Much of the 
kingdom of Northnmbria was either so remote, or so depopulated by 
intestine wars, or, what is more probable, was so turbulent, as to render 
its survey difficult and dangerous ; it finds no place therefore in Dooms- 
day Book : of all Lancashire, the district between the Ribble and Mersey 
are alone mentioned. In the civil wars of the seventeenth century, the 
proprietor of this manor, together with the Ashtons of Middleton, and 
many other of the neighbouring gentry, nded with the Parliament. No 
sooner wag the mineral wealth of this portion of the county of Lancas- 
ter discovered, than most of the aniuent loidships and manors changed 
hands, this among the number ; and it is a curious remark, that scarcely 



dbyGoot^Ic 



dbyGoo<^le 






dbyGoo<^le 



dbyGoo<^le 



dbyGoo<^le 



BTLTOK CASTLE. 129 

one of the many eatatea* once bearing tbe same name witli their pro- 
prietors, is in the possession or occupation of the ancient race. The 
local traditions are &st dying away ; the old manor houses are converted 
into form huildings, or even into dwellings foe the poor, wiiile the mag- 
nificent, but less interesting, structures of modem wealth usurp their 
places, dooming them to forgetfulness and neglect. Descendants of 
the ancient proprietors of Ashworth Hall still survive, and one of the 
elder branches is settled in Hampshire. John Ashworth, Esq., of Eland, 
in the West Riding of York, died possessed of property in the townships 
of Whitwoith and Shanforth, which are in the immediate vicinity of the 
ancient residence, and in all probability parcel of the original possessions 
of the name. The manor itself passed by purchase into the hands of 
the distinguished &raily of Egerton in Cheshire, 



Hs^ton Cuttle, to. 9uT||j(m. 

" The noblest descent that I know anj fiunilj in England." 

Carttr't Homor Stdimmt. 

Tan feelings produced on the mind by a stroll over the park and 
ancient terraces of Hylton, are of no ordinary character. They bring with 
them meditations on f^len glories, blighted hopes, thoughts of decay and 
min and the tomb. There, in its amphitheatre of hills, in the soft vale of 
Wear, on greensward whereon the chariot passeth not, stands the castle, 
neglected, chiefly tenantless, but entire in its massiveneBS, and in spite of 
its modem additions, presenting a iront of unusual simplicity and gran- 
denrin design. Go upon the roof, and a scene almost unrivalled biursts 
on the visitor. Thero are the turrets with their staircases, the bold broad 
machicoladona, even the guard's room (surmounting a square tower pro- 
jecting &om the centre of the eastern front) remtuns perfectly entire, and 
nothing but a few armed men is wanted to complete the picture of by-gone 
baronial power. In plan, Hylton is an oblong of 66 by 36 feet, having 
four octagonal turrets surmounting its western &ont and two circular ones 
at tlie angles of the eastern front, which has also the square tower just named. 
The octagonal turrets are 9 feet 4 inches wide internally, and are deco- 
rated with corbel heads, and figures at the top in aU attitudes, some being 
combatant, perhaps intended to deceive an approaching enemy, who 

* The Townlef g of Townlej, and tEie Hopwoodi of Hopwood, are hononrable 
exceptions. 
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could hardly tell at aome distance whether the garrison weie on the alert 
or not. The machicolatjoiia, or hanging paiapets, were of course for the 
benefit of archers, who, protected hy the turret, could shoot down arrows 
on any persons who reached the foot of the castle. The castle contains 
five stories. In the eleventh year of Bishop Neville, the manor of Hylton 
contained one hall and four chambers, one chapel, one kitchen, and one 
house constmcted of stone called le yatehons. 

In 1559 are mentioned the great chamber, the green chamber, the 
middle chamber, the new chamber, the gallery, the wardrobe, the cellar 
within the parlour, the parlour, the chamber over the hall door, the 
" lawe chekar," the kitchen, the larder, the tower, the hall, the buttery, 
gamer, and the bame. 

All authors allow the Saxon descent of the ^r-haired and blue-eyed 
face of Hylton, but we know not how far the earlier Stories of Adam 
Hylton, who gave a massy crucifix to the Abbess of St. Hilda at Hartle- 
pool, sculptured with his two bars ; or of Lancelot, the paitizan of the 
Conqueror; or of Henry, who built the caatle in 1072 are to be believed. 
Siward, the great Earl of Korthumbria, so charmingly portrayed in the 
Macbeth of " Avon's sweetest swan," had a bear for his grandfather, his 
father having bear's ears, but the house of Hylton gravely states its 
descent to have been from a raven which fiew from the north, and a fair 
young Saxon maiden whom her &ther had immured in a lonely tovrer, by 
the banks of Wear's saintly stream, to protect frmn the advances of a 
Danish chieftain. The legend perchance means nothing more than that 
the Dane, over whom the black raven floated in his banner, got the lady 
after all. It may be that he was called Raven, as there is Ravensvottb, 
the town of Raven, not very &r off. 

His fetters of ice the broad Baltic is breaking. 

In the deep glens of Deomaik sweet summer is waking, 

And, blushing amidst her pavilion of sdowb, 

Discloses her chalice the bright Lapland rose. 

The winds in the caverns of winter are bound ; 

Yet the leaves that the tempest has strewn on the ground 

Are whirling io msgical eddies around. 

For deep in the forest where wild flowers ore blnshing. 

Where the stream Irom its cistern of rock-spar is gushing. 

The magic of Lapland the wild winds ii hushing. 

Why riumbeis the storm in the caves of the north F — 

When, when shall the carrier of Odin go forth ? 

Loud, loud laughed the hags as the daik raven flew ; 
They had sprinkled his wings with the rairit nudnight dew 
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That wM bnubed in Blocknla from cTprew and ;««. 
Tbat raren in its channed breast 
Bean a sprite that knoKS no mt — 
(Whea Odin'a darts, in daiknen hurled, 
Scattered lightningl thiough the world, 
Then beneath the withering spell, 
Harold, son of Eric, feU)— 
Tin ladj, unlikely thing, I Iruw, 
Print three Uues on his brow. 
And smooth his glossjr sable crest. 
And bid the Urd in her bosom reit — 

Herald of ruin, death, and flif^t, 

Where will the earner of Odin alight r 

Edith in her saddest mood 

Has climbed the bartiian^.«tair ; 
No sound eoBKB from the stream or wood. 

No breath disturbs the air. 
Tht summer clouds are motionless, 

And she, so sad, so fiur. 

Seems like a lily rooted there 
In lost fi>rgotten loneliness. 
A gentle breath comes from the vak. 
And a sound <^ life is on the gale. 
And see a nren on the wing, 
Circling around in aiiy ring. 
Hovering about in doubtfiil fright — 
Where will the carrier of Odin ali^t f 

The raren bu lit on the flsg-staff high 

That tops the dungeon -tawer. 
But be has cauj^t ftir Edith's eye, 
And gently, coyly, Tentoiing nigb, 

He flutters round her bower ; 
That shone in that sweet young Saxon &ce. 
For he tnsted the soft and maiden grace. 
And now he has perched on her willow wand, 
And tries to smooth his rsTen note. 
And sleeks his ^ossy raven coat. 

To court the maiden's hand ; 
And now, caressing, and caressed, 
The raren is lodged in Edith's breast. 

"'Tis innocence and youth that makes 
In Edith's fiuioy such mistakes." 
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But tbmt mudea kiM hath holy power 
O'er planet and ngiUaij bovr ; 
The elriih ipell has loat ita ehanna, 
And a Daniah knight is in Edith's arms 1* 
The Raven's race, even to their last and " good Baron," retained the 
bright bine eye and the feir haii or the Saxon ; and the Hyltons (or 
rather Heltons, for like the Baron's line, the latterwas the original name), 
of Burton, in Westmorland, who to the saltires of the Uswordi jnnior 
branch, added the annulets so common in Westmorland annoury, pre- 
served the same chaiacterisdca. The same may be said of the South 
Dnrbam Hyltone, who vere descended from the came stock as those of 
Burton, bnt from thecoUaterallineof Helton Bacon, in aneminent degree. 
When William Freeman Hilton, a younger brother of Henry, ultimut 
auorum, was at school, he was famed for his splendid flaxen hair, which 
hung half way down Ms back in crisped and wiggish fiuhion, and snch a 
handsome young fellow was he, that an old yeoman, on his being re- 
called to his recollection, ezcltumed, " Why bless ye, they can't mak sike 
now !" 

A collateral relation of this latter race was Cnth'bert Hilton, famous for 
illicit marriages in the midst of Tees. He made, it is said, the parties to 
jump oyer a broomsdck, and muttered 

Uy blettiDg on jonr pates 

And your groats in my porae, 
Yon are never the better 
And I am never the wone. 

This is, however, merely a parody on an older rhyme, for in Scot's 
" Discovery of Wtchcraft" a poor woman is commemorated who cured all 
diseases by muttering certain words over the person affected, for which 
she always rec«ved one penny anda loaf of bread. At length, terrified by 
menaces of flames both in this world and the next, she owned that her 
whole conjuration consisted in Uteae potent rhymes. 

Thy loaf in my hand, 

And thy penny in my parse, 
Tbou art never the better 

And I am never the worae. 

Of the bigh priest's quaindy-named sons, Abraham, Job, Solomon, 
David, Cdtlibert, and Alexander, the eldest was father of that fiunooa 
David of Durham, of whom Ritson aays, 

* Snrtees. 
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Hilton mjr hair did di«a«, vbo beats 
The world yon knotr, in thaviitg feats. 

and for whom ■omo waggish antiquary concocted a new emblazoning 
" Argent, two raeort in aaltiie proper, upon a chief gtiles a comb argent — 
Crett, upon a barber't block a wigproper." 

The fii«t Hylton on actual record is " Romanus the Knight of Helton," 
who held three knight's fees in 1 166,* of ancient Jtoffment, an expression 
evidently allnding to a long previona settlement. His successor, Alex- 
ander de Helton, seals with a demi-lion passant, and the common bearing 
az. two bars aig,, simple as it may seem, is therefore not the original coat. 
It appears in light gallant array on the east front surmounted by a helmet, 
splendidly diapered, on which is the odd crest Moses's head horned in 
profile. The west front presents a most sumptuous heraldic display. 
Lowermost under a fretted canopy is abauner supported by two lions ram- 
pantif charged with the bars, above which are the coats of Aerrauz, 
or Nerille, Bishop Skirlaw, or Vescy, Percy and Lucy, Ilylton and Las- 
celles, Lnmley, Grey, Eure, Vescy, Felton, Heron, Fitz-Randal, Wash- 
ington, C^e, Lilbnm or Ros, Surtees and Bowes. Among these is the 
royal banner of England and France, a fitting symbol of the loyalty and 
devotedneas of the race on whose castle it appears. A letter found in 
the papers of the last Baron, states that of the Hyltons, one was slain at 
Feversham under the Conqueror, one in Normandy, one at Metz, three in 
the Holy Wars under Richard I., one m tiie same under Edward I., three 
at Bouideaux under the Black Prince, one at Agincourt, two at Berwick 
against the Scota,twoat the battle of St. Albans, five at Market Bos- 
worth, and four at Flodden field. A curious record exists OS to Flodden. 
For some reason, the Baron of Hylton refused to go with the rest of the 
Bishoprick men and the banner of St. Cuthbert, but went at thu head of 
his own retainers in true feudal state ; and for this purpose we find that 
he borrowed a banner, a standard, with the coat armour of the full and 
whole arms of the Hyltons which had belonged to his fother, from the 
convent of Durham, which he promised to redeliver, his business being 
conveniently done, which promise it is to be presumed was fulfilled, as 
he escaped with his life. It is possible that these warlike appendages 
had &Ilen to the church as his father's mortuary, but it is more probable 
they had been pawned ; and he was not the only Hylton who was in a 
aimilar predicament along with other noble families, form 1417-8 the 

* Btddon Vnka. 
t Visible in the mw of 1728, bu now hidden b; a modern porch. 
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tame convent held one badn and ewer of rilTer, with the uidb of the Lord 
of Hylton, in pledge &a 58s. In the inventoiy of Sir Thontu Hilton's 
goods in 1SS9 (he was gorernor of Tynemoath castle) we find he had 
in the tower "'8 complete hames from the Kne app £13 da. Sd," but 
there was a grandet decoration than annoni in the family then, for he had 
one gold chain weighing SS^zs. and valued at £100, an immense sum in 
those days, and which he carefully beqaeatha with his plate to his wife for 
her life, to descend afterwards to his heirs as an heirloom, upon their 
entering into sureties in £1000. 

In 1488, Sir Ralph Hilton was engaged in France, and was probably 
the same Ralph who somewhat before was Captain of Dunbar. The 
femily was naturally much mixed up in Border afiairs, A Baron oFHylton 
after gallant exploits was taken prisoner at Otterbnm in 1 S88, and 
another was amongst the chief leaders with Surrey in repelling the Scotch 
in 1497. Aladicious occurrence took place in 1522. At that time the 
old ballad rhyme, 

Scots never were true nor ever will be 
To Lord, norLadji nor &ir England, 

was more thought of than at present, and Robert Whitfield, a Northom- 
hrian, having gone to reside at Wadhurst in Sussex, sofiered much 
annoyance and reproach for being a Scot, and in fact had fidlen into the 
Stocks and prison. From these andasirable liabilities, the royal officers 
were willing to bail him till be could bring evidence of being bom in 
England, and iha aggrieved victim petitioned the Prior of Dnrham and 
Sir William Hilton to make cmigent iaquiry concerning his birthplace, 
who after swearing aged men, made their certificate accordingly ; and it 
is to be hoped that Whitfield's brogue embroiled bim in no more troubles 
of a similar nature. 

The Pilgrimage of Grace for once swerved a Hylton from bis duty. 
Sir Thomas* joined the men of the Bishoprick in resisting the king's 

* ffir Utonias was Tei7 mtimste with Dr. BDUejii, a noUblB practitioiier of Duriiam, 
who cured the Baron't lady of a tjmpanj, and dedicated his " Govenuuent of Heidth" 
to him. The Baron died of a feTor, bnt William Hjlton of Biddick, bii brothET, 
caosed BhUbtti In most ahamelidl win to be siraigned for hii mnrdar, from which 
strait the worth; doctor was with justice delivered, thongh ho was still much tioabled 
l>7 him; indeed he appears to hare been a JVj extraordinaij character, for, si^ the 
ioeUx, hit *■ malice doth the lesse molest mee, being a stranger to him, aejiag be* 
hath vexed a ladje which was his owne hrodier'a wjfe, whose shame, Iosm, yaa and 
lieodt, bee hath songhte, wh7ChB brother's wyfe redeemed mntch of hjs lands fVom 
losw^ in lendfDg him a great summe of moot?, and when this man ahoold tJunk fliiiy 
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encroachments on the ancient faith, but seems to have ohtained a ready 
pardon, aince he soon afterwards was directed by the King to make a 
return of all those within the bishopriclc, whose revenue exceeded £40 
per ann., ao that they should " dispose themselves to take the order of 
knighthood," to which honour it appears they felt very little inclinadon, 
«nd he was Governor of Tynemontb, under Philip and Mary. The lesson 
was well improved. In the rising of the north in 1569, Sir William 
Hilton was one of the very few northern gentlemen, who (probably from 
his intimate connexion with the family of Bowes) adhered heartily to 
the Qaeen, into whose service he brought 100 horse, and to whom he 
lent £50. 

The loyalty of the Hyltong at last proved one great help to their ruin, 
though that was b^un by the meUmeholy Baron Henry Hylton, who in 
1640-1 devised his estate to the City Chamber of lAindon for 99 years, 
durgedwith charities innumerable, but only with an annuity of £100 to 
his heir«, who at the expiration of the term weic to r^ain possession, 
provided the clumant should not claim to be the issue of the testator's 
own body. This proviso is several times repeated with almost insane 
precaution, in the most piteous manner, by the Baron, who " declares to 
his griefe, that if anie person shall pretend to be a child of my body 
begotten, which I hope noe body will be aoe impndent and shameless : I 
hereby calling God and man to witness that I have no child living of my 
body begotten, and if any snch shall pretend so to be, I hereby declaire 
he or she so doing to be a very imposture." It matters not what led him 
to desert the seat of his ancestore,* and bury himself in the aeclusioD of 

have repay ed this lady her money, Aai ke gratified ker, om he did me." We csnnot 
wonder at boUeyn's strong langnsgo sgainst bis malidonf foe, who " that with the 
covetoos Ahsb, he might tuTe ihroo^ folse witnes and petjnry oUayned hy the 
coDosele of Jesabell, a Tineyard by the pryee of blood," diUgendy endeavoured tu 
biins Mm to s shAmefiil death, uid who aftsf the shame had fiillen on hia own head, 
baiOly hired somenifBaiu to sssunnate tiim Eren after the bjlore of *hu scheme, 
the inda&tigthle Hjhon arrested the doctor and kept him icmg time in prison. Bat 
he was only the chief of the onslanght; some persons of genteel extraction were ac- 
complices, especially B. Bellisis of rarrow, an nngrateinl patient, whom Bnlleyn hod 
cored fron the pal^ hj the htch BeUis (the daisy) and other good mediranet^ and 
iriwm he mentions in makii^ an end of Bellis, as Bellisis who would have ended him. 
Margaret, WiUiam's wifb, perhaps Bolleyn's .TeudMl, possessed a " pare of tables and 
a ckMsboard, and the men 2s," as vahied In the inventoij (B Elii.) after her death. 
There were also two" coytts of plate" sod "one stnff cote for warr." 

* Alter all, he was not the only one (tfhisracewho tired of the smmy slopes of thu 
Wear, &t Btevens (MonasL L 194) mentions UuU Robert Hylton, Baron Hylloa, took 
the hshit of a friar minor in the monastery of Bridgenortb, in the custody of Woreeiter, 
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Billinghunt and Mitchel Orove ia Snsiex, Bccompanied only by one 
trnsty kinsman, Mr. NathanklHOton "oiiT&ithefiilBiidiMitn«^uZIpast<»r," 
as the good registrar of Billinghnrgt calls him. It might he ** upon some 
discontents between him and his wife, they baling lived apart gear 90 
years," or " upon some discontents between him and his brDther, under 
pretence of charity to severall parishes, whereby he was to merit pardon 
for 30 years vicious life led with the Lady Jane Shelley,"* that he made 
his extraordinary wiU ; one thing is certain, that he would have writhed 
in ^^ny had he seen Ouillim, in the true spirit of the old heralds. 

Who made full oft the son beget the &tber, 
And gave to maiden ladies fruitful issue, 

coolly write about the " great grandson of this generoui gentleman." 

Henry's brother, Robert, survived him but a few months, when John, ths 
seventh brother of the melancholy baron, succeeded to the shadow of an 
estate, and perilled it in the royal cause. The btherland of the Uyltons 
was plundered by all parties. Tet though the heir then starved, he would 
not give up his rights, and after the Restoration an amicable decree was 
obtained, the City of London being wearied out by contests with the 
consorts of the two dowager Baronesses of HUton. The son of the gallant 
loyalist, a prudent cavalier, then resumed his property, but the wasted 
revenue was totally unequal to the chargea, Henry bis successor 
complained to the Court, that "bee and his wife and children 
have nothing to live on ; and all the payments were at last reduced to one 
third, still leaving serious burthens.-^ In 1668 Bishop Cosin had expres- 
sed his sorrow for " our good Baron Hilton" (John junior), and wished 
to know what good teorkt he had done or ordered to be done, after his 
decease, but here the good Baron's tU ancestors had been beforehand with 
him ; and he very wisely concluded that the most charitable work he 

and was buried before the sltar of the BIsfsed Virpn on the north nde of the cboreh. 
He stems lobe identical with the Robert, who begot a son not half so good, as he 
enconrsged theAs from the poor monks of Wearmonth, and was &ther of two sons 
still worse, of whom hereafter. 

* Lad7 Jane Shelley was his executrix. He left ber£IOOO to nuke Mm "a fidr 
tunibe like in lashion to the ttuube of Dr. Dunne," over Ms reiting p1sc« in St. Paol's, 
which she never did. 

f Hie following enU7 Is ricb in the extremci " Baron Biltou's monej was 1^ 
BichardBaddeljandJohnSimpsoDiChardiwsTdensfor the jean 167G-1G77 lecoveted 
fbr tbe poor of this psnsfa, £6 per annnm, which vMvrronsfi^dtlauudJjximlAttaid 
poor b; the Uaioi and Aldermen of the City of Duiham, and charged 9t. tiieg druJi 
in blrtB chreU to tite poora accompL" (St, Mmy-k-Bow Par, An). Diviam.) 
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could do was to leave his estate, ntdi as it was, to bis nstural 
heirs. 

From this period, says Surtees, the Borona of Hylton retreated without 
degradation of blood or of honour into the quiet ranks of private gentry. 
Three successive chiefs of Hyltoa were not more respected for their 
ancient and undoubted descent, than for the prudent and unostentatious 
simplicity with which they supported the &llen fortones of their house, 
without meanness and without vain regret or misplaced pride. They 
reseived rather than churned &om the general courtesy of the country, 
the acknowledged rank of the first untitled gentry of the North, of 
noblesse without the peerage. Their name always stands first in 
Episcopal commissions and grand jury lists, and in 1669 Mr. Arden 
adduces as a superlative instance of the unseemly pride of Dean Carletoa 
and his daughters, that he had seated himsdf at the Quarter Sessions 
above Baron Hylton, to the great disgust and reluctaocy of the country 
gentry, and that moreover the young lady Catletona bad crowded them- 
selves iato a pew in the cathedral, before Baron Hyltou's daughters. 
The last Baron, a man of mild and generous disposition, and hospitable to 
a fault (as the Ettricks with " splitting headaches" could well testify), 
is still remembered with a mingled sentiment of personal respect and of 
that popular feeling, which even ill conduct can scarcely cxtiDgnish, 
towards the last representative of a long and honourable line. HIa 
portrait occupied the panel above the fire-place in the deserted dining- 
room, and presented a fair, blue-eyed, flaxen-haired, pleasant-looking 
gentleman in a suit of blue and gold, with a mild composed countenance 
and somewhat high cheek-bones.* There were many other short, round, 
companionable looking fkces on canvass, which by no means belied the 
fsmily character. 

The last baron djiing without issue, the lepiesentation of the blood of 
Hylton passed to the heirs of bis sisters, the Musgraves and Briseos. 
His nephew, Sir Richard Mnsgrave, was his devisee, and assumed the 

* This and the othtf duncteriitica of tbe Hylton &ce are gtrongly developed in a 
beaodfal portrait of Jcdm Scott Hylton, Esq., of Laptd Home near the Leaiowea, who 
claimed decent &om tbe Dmham Stock, now in the poisesBon of W. H]dton Long- 
staffb, gent., of Dariington. He ii dr«aied in the nsnal costnine of George the ^Duid's 
reign, with exquisitely liomed Mis roond his wrists, and a rety snuU and white 
hjmi, and holds a specimen from liis large eolleetion of etnns. Hjllon was an el^sot 
poet and Kholar, aod a bosom-friend of his neighbom, Shenstone, whose letters to 
him are very amnung. Miniature portraits of himaelf and brotlm, his locket con- 
Mining the Baronial coat (€ anus, and other relici,sre also in the hands of the possessor 
of the large portnil. 



dbyGoot^Ic 



138 Tim LAHM or axiii.uMi. 

name of Hylton, hia dau|;hter and heireu marrying William JolUffi:, 
Eiq., M.P. for Peterafield. By Act of Parliament, 23 Geo. II., the 
estates were sold, the caatle now being the powesaion of John Bowes, 
Esq., of Streatham. The fomily estate includad, at its highest point of 
eleTation, the manors of Hylton, Bannston, Orindon, Ford, Clowcroft, 
Korth Biddick, Great Usworth and Follonshy in DuHiam ; Carnaby and 
Whamam Percy in Yorkshire ; Elryngton and Woodhall in Korthmn. 
berland; and Alditone Moor in Northumberland and Cumberland ; with 
the advowBons of Kyrkhaulgh and Monk Weannouth. At an early 
period, the Hyltons possessed other large estates in Northumberland, 
derived from the hdress of the Saxon house of Tyson, whose ancestor 
Gilbert was slain on the part of Harold. Aldstone Moor was the estate 
of the Veteripontes, whose hearing was always quartered with Hylton, 
whatever other quarteringa might be omitted. Through the Lumleys, 
the Hyltons were descended from the Flantagenets. 

The Hyltons of Jamaica, descended from the South Shield branch, 
which originated in an uncle of the secluded Baron, are now presumed 
to be the male representatlres of this ancient family. Ralph Hylton, 
bom 1710, preferred emigration to a fruitless struggle with poverty at 
home, but his son visited England in the vun hope of laying a auccess- 
ful claim to the estates of Hylton. He was kindly received by Sir 
Isaac Heard, and George Allan, Esq., the indefktigable andqnary of the 
Grange near Darlington, and returned dispirited, but not broken-hearted 
like his bther, to Jamaica, living to sadsiy himself tJiat, though the 
estates are alienated for ever, yet the descendants of Ralph are the 
Intimate male representatives of tlie blood and honours of the Hyltons 
of Hylton Castle. 

Many other families lay claim to descent from them, and the wish to 
descend from such a &mily is a pardonable vanity. The Hnltona or 
Hyltons of Park, in Lancashire, ttiough separate at least from the reign 
of Henry II., were one of these, being named in an old Duriiam entail ; 
and in George the First's time. Baron Hylton used this presumed con- 
nexion as a topic in some very enga^ng letters to Squire Hulton, profes- 
sedly with the laudable design of procuring a good husband for one of 
his sisters. 

The castle ia built or altered in the early perpendicular style, about 
the lime of Richard II., probably about 13S9, when Sir Ralph de 
Lumley obtained a license to re-ediiy and embattle bis muior-houae at 
Lumley, as the two buildings hear a close resemblance to each other, 
though Hylton is richer in detail and of finer character. Our plate 
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gives it BB it appeared in the lost Baron's time, bdlrae its final ItaUinis»< 
don. He blocked up the elegant window beneath the armi, as well as 
the Tudor light at one side of the flag-stafi^ and hid the floe and war- 
like doorway with a modem Gothic porch, which ia of a semi-Moonsh 
style, and exhibits a cnrions attempt at leviving the early English dog- 
tooth ornament. Against the eaateni front is a unular porch, and two 
projections of the same style, which, howerer impure, has a gorgeous 
efiect on entering, where a passage from door to door presents itself 
vaulted in Gothic foihion — (qnery — ^if not the original vaulting)— but 
monlded in very riefa manner ; smaller passagei have the same Uoresque 
appearance. The splendidly deconted ceilings which formerly graced 
the saloon and other apartments, were executed in 1738 by one 
Frankioi, an Italian ; the dimensiani of the former room are twelve yards 
by eight and a foot, and 24 feet high. The last Baron also erected 
at least one of the modem wings which now canse the fironta^ 
(one-hundred and seventy feet) to be nearly three times the original 
length, but atill they are unable to destroy the simple grandeur of the 
original composition. By the way, between the central turrets of the 
west front, are the remuna of two lepiesentationB of a knight in mortal 
conflict with a winged serpent or dragon, which twists its poisonooi 
folds round his leg> probably referring to some long forgotten feat, which 
would fitly form B companion to the neighbouring legend of the Worm 
of Lambton. 

In the gardens are some of the finest apples in the county. Hanging 
woods, long avenues, terraces and slopes, lurronnded the baronial seat, 
but all is in ruin and decay, the house tenanted in scrapi, and generally 
empty, and enlivened only with unearthly sounds of the whistling wind, 
and the echoes of strangers. The very gats is obstructed, and the 
pillars are crowned by some huge martiet's temple, ^riiich wonder how 
they came or what bniineBS they have there, and have a singnlar and 
uncanny look. About 1832, the Castle is taid to have been the retreat 
of Armstrong, one of the murderers of Mr. Fairleas, a worthy magistntte 
of South Shields, the deed being committed at Jairow Stake in open 
daylight ; and in spite of a fbnr-hnndred pound reward offiared, he es- 
caped abroad, after skulking in the ghostly hall of the Hyltons, ^ 

The chapel of Hylton stands a little to the N. E. of the castie on a 
mound, and ia of a peculiar plan, consisting of a nave, chancel, and two 
porches, or transepts of a semi-hexagonal foim, which open to the body 
of the chapel by depressed arches. The chapel seems originally to have 
been early florid of the same date as the castle, but has been altered ii- 
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the rmaittance period, and subsequently ItAUanieed by the last baron, a 
snmll campanile tunet being a coaspicuous feature. The handsome stall 
work to which books were fixed by silver chains in Mr. Temple's time is 
utterly ruined, the windows and doors are all broken, and the little sanc- 
tuary in which the lords of Hylton are sleeping, presents a scene of utter 
and piteous desolation. The feelings produced by a gaxe on the pavement 
which coreTB so many members of their departed race, without a single effigy 
or monument of any kind to mark their burial, an of a peculiarly melan- 
choly nature. Visions of long strings of tenantry following the corpse 
to its bniial, the maiden to her bridal, or the baron to his prayen, crowd 
upon the mind. And it taay, in its sadaeM, accompany Howitt in his 
visits, and picture the aged aeztonesB of Hough ton-le-Spring Church 
when in her anguish she exchumed, " Nay, I had but one child, one son !" 
He did not ask her if he, like her husband, were dead, for he saw it 
plainly enough in her face and in her stooping figure, that was fixed as 
steadily in a sorrowful rigidity, as that of the old crusader in the church 
below. She drew her apron across her eyes, and then told him that her 
son was a fine, hearty, young fellow a carpenter, who was getting on 
bravely in his business, and went to fit up the pews in Hylton chapel, of 
which he bad the job. They had a merry-making when the work was 
done, and having taken rather too much, he went out at the wrong door, 
and walked in the dark over a precipice into the glen below, and was 
found next morning dead t 

The chapel is mentioned as eariyasn6T,bnt aU tithes, &c., of Hylton, 
were to be paid to the cell of Wesrmouth, as the mother cbureh, the chap- 
Iain's salary arising entirely &xim personal offerings of the Barons. This 
cireumstance was perhaps not very pleading to the gallant Hyltons, and 
the grievances the poor monks suffered at their hands were of no gentle 
sort. In one instance they are quite ludicrous. A Scotch fellow, called 
John Potts, had, it seems, been stealing the cell-keeper's hay and com, 
and being admonished, said he would continue to feed his horse there, 
cud after despitaous words said to the keeper, laid hands in violence upon 
the clerk acolyte within the sanctuary. Nevertheless he bad the impu< 
deuce to come to the same kirk of Monkwearmouth to shrive him, at 
which the keeper told the parish priest that he had no power to assail the 
bad Scot, he being cursed by the common law, whereupon he and his fel- 
lows at the quire door with " lang pikyd staffes and lang da^ers," as- 
saulted the keeper and priest, and " laufe (violently seized) fra tham a 
nlvered mahylyn." Well, soon after William, the young heir of Hylton 
came also to be shriven, and misinformed of the e\-il deeds of Potts, with 
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bigh and Btem countenance entered the quire, " withoutyn ony prayer 
or reverence theer made or shewid to tbe blessid Bacrament," and stud 
" What, maystres make yhe here }" and thereupon aware a great oath, 
that there was not a hole there from which he would not pull John Both, 
monk, and hind his feet wider a horse's belly and send him to Durham. 
He also challenged the keeper, and asked in " stoore" manner " who 
was yi, Syre 1" (who are you, sir?) and then put off the poor keeper'a 
hood "in tiQ"hiB neck, against hia will, who fearing more mishaps, with- 
drew with his comrade in quick atyle. But William came again and laid 
hands on William Lyham, Master of Wearmonth, in the quire, and 
" poviHd off hi» hods, to grete shame and reprove." Besides, hia uncle 
Alexander kept back the horse and gown of his father William, some time 
Baron,* which were the corpse-present to the church, and winked with 
his late &ther at certain spoliations by their servants of the Prior's comt 
hay, while Baron Robert, tbe fother of the hood-puller, withheld the 
corpse-present of his wife (a fair Clifford), All this was in the 15th 
century ; and now for a truly Baronial letter : — 

"A Txas Hoaoaa Sx xi Siv'bht Fm n i>m lb Puob db Dubbshb son 
ooxB. — Wirschipfiill Sir, and reverent &dir in god, Irecommende me unto yow, 
and for als mekill as Thomas my prest was at yon at Dniham, toachyng an 
arrest at was made of the teynd hay and com at Hylton, and hUke was like to 
hafe bene lost, that was made be a nun of myne called William Hall, for cer- 
taigne dett aght to hym be your Ivothlr tbe Maisire of Wermouth. And at the 
reverence of yow, be the message at said Thomas my prest broght to me fio yon, 
I gart lotBte the arest at was made and put my man fVom that avantage that he 
suld hafb had in my Cort be that arest, and put hym to gret hynderance and 
yit ther es none end made with hym, of whilke me marraylei, wharefore I 

* This William had a daughter and grsnddangliter, l>oth named Matilda, who are 
deYi«ee« of Matilda Bowea of Dalden, widow, in U30, in this odd ftshion. " I be- 
qneatb to MstUds daogfater of the liaion of Hylton, mj goddangbter, om Romaact 
bete ii ealUd the GoqwUi. Also I beqneath to Matilda daughter of Bobert de Hylton, 
ChiTaler, one Bomance bake," Bhe slso leaves to other parties the " boke with the 
knotts," "a book that is called Tridram," and " one blak primer." The meoaing 
of tbe Romance of the Gospelli lo simply coupled with that of Tristram, may admit 
of donbt. The I^dy of Dalden may hare met with one of Wycliffe's Kblss, and 
concund the Qospels to be a Mries of &biiloiis sdTBatiiTe^ in which our Sarionr 
and bis Apostles acted and moralized like the goodly penonages in the ancient 
mysteries and games, which exceed anything that can ba imagined ; or it Is posdble 
the word Bomaoce merely reftrs to the book being in English, thongh the sospi- 
cioos company It keep* favoars the fonner notion. Anyhow the passage is extremely 
cnriona^ especially when viewed in connexion with Miss Maud's relatires, to re- 
fiacEory to ministen of the Church of Home. 
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pmy foti at ye wiU aeai to the wdd Msutre of Waimoath, to make on eynd 
with my eaid man in ha«t and delay him no lauger, and if be will nogfat, I 
pray ytno ItaJd m« txeiuid what ktptfn qfltnpard, and what like jow to do in 
this matter, I pray you lend me word writen be the biyoger of thii, and Wir- 
•chipfull air and terereat &dir in god the holy Trinite hafe yon in thir kepyi^. 
Writen in haat at Hilton, on Monday next before Sayot Lenard day. 

Bb Robt. Butoa or Hiltoh." 

There was a chantry to St. Mary within the chnpe] of Hylton (St. 
Eatiieiine), tlie fbundation of which, without s licenae, earned one of the 
many sqtiabhles between the Barons and the cell of MonkweannoDth. 

Various coats are sculptured on the chapel. The creat appears with 
the head of Moses, radiated (not homed) and flill fronted, and both 
lions and stags appear as supporters, the latter of very rude design, mare 
like homed pigs than anything else. On the eastern front of the castle 
too, there is the ct^nisance of a stag coucfaant gorged and chained, which 
is said traditionally to hare been granted the &bulou8 Henry of 1073. 
Supporters are home by prescription by many old but unennobled &mi- 
lies of the north. The Hyltona were summoned to Fariiament in 2S, 
24, 25, £dw. I., aud and 9, Edw. III. ; indeed, Banks states that a 
lecoid of Parliament, posterior to the latter king's reign, mentions among 
file nobles then present " Le Baron de Hilton." If a barony were created 
by these summonses, it is now in abeyance between the families of Brisco 
and Jolli&e, but it is probable the title had reference rather to the fact of 
the Hyltons being Barons of the Biahoprick, as they certainly were, sit- 
ting tn plmto pUuito apud Dutulm, The Vemons of the Palatinate of 
Chester were, it is believed, called Barons for a Bimilar reason, and they, 
like the Hyltons, survived all their contemporary chivalry. We remem- 
ber seeing somewhere, that a claim by the Jollifies, senior co-heir of the 
blood of Hylton, to r«vive the title, was at one period iavourably enter- 
tained by the ministers of the day ; bat as it was oonaidered invidious or 
injudicious to restore so ancient a baiony, George III. waa preferably 
disposed to a new creation ; which was by no means in accordance with 
the views of the &ther of the late Hylton Jollifie, Esq. When pressed 
by (he late Earl of Liverpool to accept a baronetcy, the suggestion 
appeared to Mr. Jolliffe to convey something so much like an insult, that 
he is reported to have made the following sarcastic reply ; *' Your pro- 
posal, my Lord, if acceded to, would only enable me to do by patent, 
what I already practise as a genUeman — namely, walk out of a room 
after the very numerous tribe who have recentiy been elected aa fit aub- 
jecta for such a dignity." 
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TLe idea of a Isboaring spitit attached to houses and families u of 
remote or^o, and the stories told in different parts of the country, bear 
a remarkable resemblanoe to each other. The Scotch call them Brown- 
ies, the English, Pixies, Sec, and Gewase of Tilbory, in the ISth cen- 
tury, Portuni, We will now touch upon the traditions anent that most 
famous goblin of this class, which has become popular enough to cause 
Sam. Roxby to introduce it In a melo-diama, intituled The Could Lad of 
HUton. He wai iddam teen, but was heard nightly by the servants viho 
(I«pt m the great hall, the scene of his pranks being the kitchen. Par- 
taking of the crackiness of the family he haunted, he amused himself by 
throwing on orderly kitchen into complete con&sion, breaking plates 
and dishes, turning tablet over, and hurling the pewter in all directions 
with immense satisfEtction. One night, however, a happy discovery was 
made. The kitchen, by some accident, had been left in disarray, and in 
the morning the servants found that the lad had modified his labours to 
the circumstances. The apartment was neat as an old maid's parlour, 
and, of course, the practice attended with such a happy result was adopted 
ever after. 

Still, notwithstanding the good nature of this poor harmless creature, 
who like the Scotch Brownies took pleasure in discharging the task 
which he thought would be acceptable to the bmily, he was considered 
a somewhat uncanny sort of labourer, and the servants resolved to 
banish him &om his long-loved haunts. Bnt like the sparrow, who said. 

Oh no I . I wm't make a stew. 

And my giblets Mhaa't nuke you a little pie too, 

the Cauld Lad had an inkling of their intentions, and was frequently 
heard to exclaim in the dead of the night, in melancholy strtun, the fol- 
lowing consolatory stanzas : — 

Wae'ime! Wae'smell 
The acorn u not yet 
Fallen fltim the tree, 
That *• to grow the wood 
That '» to make the cndte 
That 's to rock the bairn 
That 's to grow to a man 
That 's to lay me. 

However, he counted without his host, for the offer of anything be- 
yond a slight dish of something to drink, infUlibly causes the disappear- 
ance of a Biomiie for ever. The Hylton domestics laid a green cloak 
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and bood hefort the kitchen fire, and ut ap watcUng at a pradent dis- 
tance. At 12 o'clock the iprite glided in, stood h\j ike glowing emhen 
and BUrreyed the garments very attentively, tried them on, seemed well 
satisfied with the figure he cut, and frisked about for some time in great 
delight, cutting several summersets and gambadoes. Hilton's fiend 
vanished " eie the first cock his matin rang," hut the Lad was so chanoed 
that he stayed in his fiiskings till he heard the first cock, when ha 
twitched his mantle tight about him, and disappeared with the usual 
valediction : 

Here's a doke, and here's a hood. 

The canld lad o* Hylton will do no more good. 

Anodier version of the story is, that the Oauld Lad being colder than 
usual one night, asked the cook for the cloke and hood to keep him in 
decent temperature, and she laid them accordingly for him the next even- 
ing. The following morning there was found written on the table, 

I 've taken jour cloke, I 've taken your hood. 
The eowtd lad of Hylton wiU do no more good. 

Of the word cowed anon. 

This account, says Snrteea, of the Cauld Lad'a very indecorous be- 
haviour, on receiving his new livery, seems apocryphal. The genuine 
Brownie always received the present which was to banish him from bis 
long-loved haunts with tokens of deep legreL Inke the more el^ant 
&ys of the author of Paradise Lost, 

The lonely mcnntuns o'er. 
And the resounding shore, 

A Tcuce of weeping heard and loud lament, 
From haunted spring and dale 
Edged with poplar pale. 

The parting genius is with singing sent j 
'ffith BoweT'tnwoven tresses ton. 
The nymphs in twilight shade of tangled thickets mourn. 
In consecrated earth 
And m the holy hearth 

The Lars, and Lemuies, moan with midnight plaint. 

Indeed, it is very probable that the Brownies are genuine deoendants 
of the Lor faamUafit, One popular tradition, coupled with the doly 
ditty " Wae 's me !" &c., certainly pves some weight to Surtces' notion, 
viz., that long after the cloke and hood buuness, though he never more 
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diuiranged the pewter and Mt the hooae in order, yet at the dead hour 
of midnight, hii voice was heard singing in melancholy melody. 

Here's a doke, and here's a hood, 

The csuld lad o' Hjlton will do no more good. 

Notwithstanding, let us have English sprites with their laughs, hefore 
Scottish ones with theii sighs all the world over. The frisking scene is 
more like England. The Fortune disappeared with a lond laagh, so did 
Qodric'B goblins, and so do the Fizies of Devonshire, so much so that 
in that county, " laughing like Fixies" is a common proverb. A vale- 
diction in a Pixie story ia much like that of the lad's : — 

Now (be Tvan' work !s done. 

We take onr clothes and off we run. 

Still, non obttantiinu all the cloke and hood doings, the Caald Lad 
has a posthumous history. The " Cauld Lad's room'' was ever deserted 
save when the castle in the last Baion'i palmy days was full of com- 
pany, and within the last century many persons worthy of credence, 
heard at midnight the Cauld Lad's unearthly wailinga. Indeed to this 
day some think he may be met with. An old quondam inhabitant of this 
most uncanny castle used to tell fearsome tales about his doings. One 
night she mv the Cauld Lad (" aye— lAot was the night, Sa")—iooking 
m between some shutters which did not fit close. — " WeU, and what 
was he like?" — "Why, Sir, h« hadn't a htad," Headless phantoms are 
BO common, thatwe need not comment upon them, but how they can look 
into a room is a mystery. 'Wlliam Howitt was also told at the castle 
that the Lad had no head. Some twelve yean ago, old Ura. Fitapatriclc, 
the keeper of the caatle, was collecting aubscripdona /or laying tA« Gatdd 
Lad,. It seemed that a priest once exerdsed him for some years, and 
nailed as many naila in a door as the number of yeara waa for which he 
had laid him. The hut nail waa about to drop, and the " voy andent 
wonuui" was dreadftilly alarmed for the eonseqnenoea. The riiyme 
" Wae'a me I " &c., mayhap relates to this matter rather than tiie doke 
and hood story. A Dr. Wood once rented the castle for a aehool ; the 
Bcholara revived by their practical jokes all the antiqae traditioiu. Long 
after the doke experiment, servants, one after another, deserted the hooae 
bona ftigfata they had recdved, especially a dairy-maid, who fell in love with 
richest milk and cream, and saluted them with nucUe tnore than " kiases 
three." One day ahe had been sipping with a spoon from various pans, 
when the Cauld Lad suddenly but invisibly bent over her ahoulder, and 
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■aid " Ye taite, and ye tute, and ye taate, but ye never gie tlie Cauld 
Lad a Uat« I " Whereupon ahe dropped the apoon, in mortal fright nuhed 
from the houBe, and never again would ctoti its threshold. Thete seems 
some connexion in the Lad's remark viih. the stories about his frater- 
nity :— ' 

how the drudging goblin sweat 

To earn hii cream-bowl duly set, 
When in one night, ere glimpse of mom, 
His shadowy flail bath threshed the com, 
That ten day-labourers could not end. 

The Idea of a labooiing sprite hat been traced fium the ISth eentory 
or earlier to the present day, but in the Hylton and other instances, a 
modem murder and ghost story hare been grafted on the older supersti- 
tion. 

The Hylton lad's origin is told in a very manifold manner. Hutchin* 
Bon mentions a record which we have not seen. "7° Fox, pardon of Sir 
WilL Hilton, of alt mniders, mifldemeanors, &c." Snrtees hints that the 
story may originate in the fact recorded in the following inquest >— ' 

Before John King, coroner of Chester Ward, at Hilton, 3 Jul, 7 Jac. 
1609, Inquest on view of the body of Roger Skelton, there lying dead. 
The Jurors present that Kobert Hilton, of Hilton, gent., the day and year 
afoiesiud, between the boors of 8 and 9 in the forenoon, euUing gratt (a 
then lordly occupation, it wosld seem) with a lytA of the value of 20d. 
which he held in his hands as the aaid Roger was standing behind, unfbr- 
Innately, with iht lyth point struck upon the right thigh of the same 
Roger one mortal wound, 1 inch long and 3 inches broad, of which wound, 
the same Roger, that same hour, is that place, died, and that by this 
canse and none other, ftc. 

" Nevertheless," says he, " I strongly suspect that the unbouBl'd spirit 
of Roger Skelton, ' whom in the hay-field the good Hylton ghosted,' took 
the liberty of playing a few of those pranks, which are stdd by writers of 
grave authority, to be the peculiar privilege of those spirits only who are 
shouldered nntimely by violence from fheii mortal tenements :~— 

Ling*nng in nngoisb o'er his mangled clsj. 

The melancholy shadow tnm'd away 

And foUow'd through the twili^t grey — his gnide. 

—A free pardon for the abovemanslaughter appears on (he roUs of Bishop 
James, dated 6th Sept., 1809." 

One of the popular origins of the apparition is, that it is au unfortunate 
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domeatic, whom one of the old chiefs of Hylton slew at some very distant 
period, in a moment of wrath or intemperance. The Baron had, it seemB, 
an an important occadon, ordered his horse, which was not bought out 
ao soon as he expected ; be went to the stable, foand the boy loitering, 
and seiiing a hayfork, struck him, though Dot intentionally, a morbd 
blow. The story adds, that be covered bis victim with straw till night, 
and then threw bim into the pond, where the skeleton of a boy was (in 
confirmation of the tale) discovered in the last Baron's time. The country 
people, however, have other ideas of the Cauld Lad. The woman who 
shewed Wm. Howitt the house, on arriving at a certain chamber, pointed 
to a cupboard over the door, and said, " that is the place where they used 
to put the Cauld Lad." He replied, " to which he used to retreat, yon 
mean." "No, no,**reiteTatedshe, pertinaciously, "where they used to put 
him." la her story, he was a boy, that on some account had been treated 
emeUy, and kept in confinement in this cupboard, where, no doubt, says 
he, in the winter, he acquired the unenviable epithet of the CauldLad. The 
Lad had no head I and Howitt states that a lady weU acquainted vrith 
the langviage and superstitions of the north, opined that his true namewas 
the Cowed Lad, (and it must be confessed this is the usual pionunciatioa 
near Hylton) that is the lad with bis bead out ofi*, or at least with bis 
hair cut very close, for so in Noiibumberland they call a person so dis- 
figured, " Why, how they have cow'd ye," and thia view would take the 
murder to a sword rather than a scythe or fork. Another interpretation 
ii that it means the Cow-lad or Cow-berd lad, i.e. (be Baron's Cow 
keeper. Cold is, however, the more likely word ; eowd is only a dialectic 
synonym of cold or cauld, in the same way as Boldon is pronounced 
Bowdon. Cauld ia cold, daad ; the cauld lad is, therefore, the dead lad, 
agreeing with the superstition. We learn in Relation 16 of Glanvil's 
Collection that the band of a ghost is as " cold as a clod," and in the 
celebrated ballad of William and Margaret are the lines— 

" And clay cold was her lilj band, 
That held her Mfi& sbroud," 

— an unusual variation from the usual white covering of ghosts ; whBe In 
Northumberland " ca,vd dted," cold dead, is a very common redundancy, 

A more maivellons narration still, is that oneof the Miss Hyltons onca 
fellln love with the lad, when living at the whilk) the Baron, when he 
found the pair in the Cauld Lad's room was so irate that be locked her 
up in the closet and fed her there on bread and water — in fiwt at last 
starved her to death. The Cauld Lad was murdered for the transaction, 

L 2 
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and left his indelible blood spota on the floor of the apBrtment. This 
improbable but »ther beautiful atory ia oddly connected with the &mily 
portraitiat Hylton, one of which npreaentedalady, young and htuidaomet 
of whom, Btrange to uy, there was preeented another portrtut exhibiting 
her in a state of mental derangement. 

" Oh ! I am altered nace you saw me laat, 
And dme baa written strange misfeatures on my cheek; 
That rosy Uvah lap't in a lily veil. 
Is now with morpbew overgrown and pale." 

—These two remarkable pictures are stated in popular belief to bare 
represented the Canid Lad's ladyelove. 

The Gauld Lad is said to have existed in earthly wiae, at a much more 
recent date than is generally supposed. Old Hrs. Booth, of Monkweai- 
month, who died aged 70, some twenty years ago, said that the Cauld 
I.ad was living in her great grandmother's time ; and from what we bare 
been able to make out in the Hylton country, he was in tmUi nothing 
mote than a domestic fool, (which the fomily always kept up even to the 
last Baron,) who continually pestered the establishment with bis fooleries. 
One day, when the river was very high, three gentlemen on boraeback, 
opposite, asked the Lad who was standing on the Hylton ude, if it waa 
fbrdable, he replied Fes. They then asked if anything had passed before 
on that morning, and he again anawered Tm. They took the ford and 
were almost lost ; and when the Baron, who soon found out from the horse- 
men's description who the offender waa, asked him why he said Tm, he 
composedly replied, that " he had seen dut^s swim across that morning !" 
He grew so mischievous in throwing away his clothes that they at last 
buttoned up his jacket bdiind, and one day seeing an old &mily grey- 
hound with bones standing op along its back like buttons on a coat, he 
stopped, looked, and dolefully said, " Tivut art fair alttred in' thou and 
ms, poor htaa, tin' us wen httith buttoned itp behind." One day the 
Baton came in drunk, became moat exasperated at some misdemeanor of 
the Lad, and throwing his huge boo^ack at his head, killed him in the 
very chamber which Howitt mentions, and where he had so often been 
closeted for punishment, in testimony whereof divers ataina of blood, like 
Lady Oerard's at Darlington, appear unto this day. We also heard the 
hayfork and stable version of the tragedy ; but then how does it account 
for these wonderful stains so credible to the credulous 1 It will be re- 
membered that the last and moat jolly Baron was one of the latest 
gentlemen in England who kept a domestic fool. On one occasion on 
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hia retnm from London, ha quitted hie carriage at Hylton Ferry, and 
amiued hinuelf with a homeward saunter through hig own woods and 
meadows ; at Hylton foot bridge he encountered Ua futhftil fool, who 
staring on the gaudily laced auit of his patron, made hy some &]>e 
SBthion taOoi, exclaimed, "uha'afule now !" 

Let us vary all this marvelloua romance with a bit or two more of real 
incident. During Mr. Wade'a residence at Hylton Castle, a tuiAron was 
Staying with a gentleman at Hylton, who sent his man-serrant to conduct 
the stranger to Boldon to catch the Newcastle coach. On their way the 
polished south countryman asked who lived in the Castle, when the 
fellow replied, "Hwnph! He't ruu greU ihdka!" to his companion's 
great amazement ; and to his question, " whether they would arrive at 
Boldon in time," the answer that they might " wttA mr tan" completed 
his bamboozlement. On his return he gravely observed that the name 
of the Castle-owner, Mr. NtgmharJa, appeared to him a very odd one, 
but that the servant had told him it mu to, though he thought be must 
be a very strange creature, for he also informed him that they might 
arrive at Boldon in time, hut then it would be with tort toa, the utility 
of which he did not comi^ehend. The domestic, howcTer, soon cleared 
up the matter to his iwutfr** latis&ction ; and so perplexing is the Dur- 
ham dialect to unaccustomed ears, that one periectly appreciates the poor 
gentleman's dilemma. To conclude these long Hyltooiana — a poor 
fellow was cmce passing along the road past the Castle when he heard a 
melancholy sound of " Click biml Catch him t" close to him. He ran 
infiight, and it sounded the quicker and continually in his ear; he 
stopped, so did it ; he hurried on and it hastened in its reverberations. 
Away he went in mortal agony, and dashing at last into his house dis- 
covered a job for the cobler, inasmuch as his boot heel sole had come o^ 
and had been flapping np and down in all its gbastliness I 

In such wise endeth the woeful legend of Ths Cauu> Lu> owRyuios 
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Kfg^tTtrt ttnftb, f». KanU. 

Tbebe are few who have not heard &t leut of the manj beauties ot 
HampBhire — iU wild foreati — its warm and lovely rallies — its downy 
hills and its woodland glades. And in this iavonred county no Tesidence 
unites within itself so many advantages, and so many points of interest 
whether as regards scenery, antiquity, or architecture, as Highdere Castle. 
It is situated in a beaalifal and extensive park about five miles south of 
Newbury ; and from its elevated site the towen of this noble edifice are 
visible to all the surrounding country, rising grandly from the deep 
woods that environ them. The refined taste and jodgment of the pre- 
sent possessor, the Earl of Carnarvon, and the acknowledged genius of 
Mr. Barry, have contributed, whether we regard the building itself, or the 
disposition of the grounds, to make this one of the most beautiful re- 
ndences in Oieat Britain. Nature has been lavish of her gifts, and art 
has developed them ; and in wandering over this lovely domain, and ex- 
amining the details of this noble fabric, we cannot butfeel that nothing has 
been leit undone to make it a residence worthy of the iliuatrioas family 
who have so long possessed it. This was one of the most ancient do- 
mains of the Church, and appertained to the see of Winchester, from the 
remotest times, " Semper fiiit in ecclesiam tempore regis Edwardi," so 
Bays Doomesday Book. Other adjoining manors were also parcel of this 
vast domuQ. Clere, cui Hamelet de Newinton, Widihaie, Aremereanth, 
Estmieswell, Buiclere (now Newtown, Woodhay, Ashmansworth, Ecchins- 
well, and Buighdere). The Bishops of Winchester had a £ouse and 
park at Highdere, and another at East Woodhay, but the latter has been 
destroyed — the park divided into inclosures, and nothing now remains 
but the artificial mount on which the embattled house stood, and the 
TCBliges of the moat by which it was defended. The celebrated William 
of Wykeham resided at Highdere, and this bailiwick continued io the 
Church till the leign of Edward the 6th, when it was granted to, or rather 
taken posseiaion o^ by the King. After various vicissitudes as to 
ownership it was bequeathed by Sir Robert Sawyer to the Honourable 
Kobert Herbert, and by succession became vested in the Earl of Car- 
narvon, son of William, fifth son of Thomas Bail of Pembroke, and by 
his lineal descendants it is now held. The manors of East Woodhay, 
A s hm answorth, Newtown, and Eccbinswell, forming the remunder of 
the audent bailiwick, were subsequently purchased of the Bishop of 
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Winchester under the LandTaxRedempdonact. TheCnstleof Highclere, 
aa we have before obseired, ocoupiea an elevated aite, and eommaoda to 
the nordi and weat rich and extensive views over the neighhoaring 
counties. On the south it looks into a deep and verdant vale, forming a 
portion of the park, and bounded by the two romaotie hills known 
as Siddown (tlie hill of the Thane) and Beacon hill, the former wooded to 
its very mimmit , and the latter standing out hare and clear, and exhibi^g 
on its apex, one of the boldest and deepest British entrenchments in the 
■oath of England. There is no doubt bnt that the present structore 
occupies the site, if not indeed includes within its walla the dwellii^, of 
the ancient Saxcn possessors offliese manors. The Castle Hall is of 
great antiqiuty, and in perforating its walls during some recent alterations, 
a spur was found of that kind which was in use before armour was made 
to bend, and also other mde implements of an earlier age. The gigantic 
fire place, where the feudal retainers were wont to assemble round a 
blazing pile of enormous logs of oak, was also discovered, and passages 
were traced within the massive wsUs, constructed probably as a means for 
concealment, ot of secret communication during those turbulent ages. 
The building has at various times been much altered and enlarged by its 
various possessors, bat the present noble proprietor, with a taste and energy 
which posterity will appreciate, has rendered the castle worthy of the 
domain, and of the noble race to whom it descends. Mr. Barry, the 
celebrated architect, has here, under tiie direction of the noble Earl, pro- 
duced one of his happiest efforts, and we trust it will long remsin 
undisturbed as one of the most successful monuments of his extraordinary 
genius. The style is of the period of the First James. The elevated 
portions of the nortli and south&onts, and the pinacles and perforated work 
which surmount the building, have a Ught and yet imposing appearance. 
The Herbert griffin holding in its mouth the bloody hand appears beauti- 
fully carved in stone in every variety of attitude, and the portcullis, so 
long home on their banners by that fiunUy, is continnally seen mixed up 
■mih badges, shields, and heraldic devices, introdnced at diffirent periods 
by allianoes with other noble fiunilies, including the Howards, Hanmons, 
Aclands, Kevilles, Veres, Parrs, &c. &c. Each angle of the fidiric is 
flanked by a tower of elegant proportions, and from the western side 
arises from the aite of the old feudal keep, a magnificent and massive 
tower, giving an effect of height and grwideur to the whole, which no 
description can adequately convey. The park is extensive, and in its 
variety of scenery, would appear to include in itself all the peculiar beau- 
ties of the county in which it is utpated. The magnificent svenues. 
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the dark groTe> of oak, the boundleu woodi, and the open glades of thi« 
ftvoured Bpot, form comfainadans of scenery which hi variety and effect 
we have never seen exceeded. Towards the northern verge of the park, 
a lake embosomed m the forest presenta a ran scene of tranqoil beaoty. 
In this secluded spot the present Bail has restored a Casino, built on 
the margin of the water by his ancestor, Henry Herbert, Earl of Pembroke, 
in the 17th century, and there his Lordship has resided irith his bmily, 
while the recent alterations have been canted on at the Castle. Looking 
across the water, heath-dad islands and deep j^adea in the ftnvst ^ve nn- 
naual interest to this delightful scene. In the spring, banks clothed with 
exotic vegetation present masses of sparkling bloom, and a piofiuion of 
aialeas of every varying hue, load the air with their perfume. It is ad- 
mitted that forthe bcanty, luxuriance, and variety of its American plants, 
Highclere, as it was the first place in the kingdom where they attained 
perfection, surpasses every other at the present day. Indeed the whole 
•cene, as beheld &om the windows of the Casino when the sun is setting, 
is of such surpassing softness, that it has often been compared to some of 
the most favoured scenes of " warm and fervid Italy." In the centre of the 
park, and commanding a view, which of its kind is unrivalled stands the 
Pavilion or Temple. The waters of the upper lake wash the foot of the 
abrupt eminence on which it stands : and while the Castle, the Casino, 
the Siddown and Beacon hills, the noble woods and spreading lakes, fill 
the eye with wonder and delight, an exquisite woodland view of the 
country &r to the north and west completes a scene, which it were difficult 
indeed fbr the most akilfol artist to delineate. Here, with a liberality 
worfhyofimitalion, the noble Earl has provided rooms of rec^tion fbr 
the nnmeroos parties who visit this domain ; and here, without inter- 
ruption, they may wander aa they will, amid acenes of beauty and gran- 
deur which the most insensate must enjoy. But perhaps the peculiar 
feature of this interesting property is its free Warren and &ee Chase. 
These almost immemorial rights here still remain, and constitute in 
tbemselvea a spedesof&udal superiority in the very heart of the kingdom, 
which has no paralld. Given in the earliest days of the monarchy, con- 
firmed by successive grants, and when the feudal confirmationB ceased to 
be issued, maintuned on the score of ancient privilege and ancient grant, 
with singular and praiseworthy determination, by the present fomily 
down to the present Earl, these rights survive, a solitary specimen of 
those great and exclusive Horman free chases, which were once the ap- 
panage of the more powerhil Barons of those days. In virtue of these 
singular rights the game over all the district, whether on waste lands or 
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on prirato properdes, belonga excltuively to the Earla of Carnarvon. 
They stJll claim the l^al right, although it haa been of courae practicallj 
abandoned, of harbouring tha stag, the wol^ the boar, and other beasts of 
the chase, within that woodland district, which, particularly the adjoining 
pariibea of Highclere and East Woodhay, are atill rich in ancient Hioraa, 
holliea, and oaks, and were doubtlesi the &voarite haunta of these 
deniiens oftLe forest In virtoe also of theie gtsnti of free warren, the 
Lord exercises an undispnted right orer tiiat ample range, including many 
thousand acres, to the rabbit, the hare, die partridge, and the pheasant, or 
he delegates that privilege under depntationa to the gentlemen of the 
district. It were impossihle within the limit! of a work like the present, 
to detailhalf the beauties of Highclere. When the altcretionB at the castle 
are completed, and the admirable designs of the noble E&rl with regard to 
the grounds and the park are carried oot, we may fearlessly assert, that 
u a specimen of architectural excellence, as a scene of historic interest 
and picturesque beauty, Higbclere, if not nniivalled will be at least nn- 
mirpassed. 



MuDLEBAii I What associationB are connected with this ancient Castle? 
How many gorgeous scenes of feudal splendour — what daring feats of 
arms — what hallowed deeds of piety flash across the mind, as its name 
meets the eye or ear of those who love to dwell on the *' Historic Lands of 
England." 

Memory, powerful to nncreata the present and realize the past, traces 
the series of events which, dnriiig the long period of raght hundred years, 
have passed benealli its time-worn walls ; it sees the stem Norman Baron 
with his train of martial followers, founding on a rocky eminence that 
massive keep, which still defies the ravages of time. Anon tlie halls 
of state are thronged with lowly monks from Coverham, and the Lord of 
Middleham himself forgetting the gallant exploits of his sires, and 
quitting his paternal halls, is found a dweller amongst that holy brother- 
hood. A change comes over the spirit of our dream, and we see the 
Baronial fortress passing into the hands of the princely Nevilles, and vrith 
vastly enlarged dimensiona becoming suited for tlie reception of their nu- 
merous retinues, and finally, by an union with the heiress of that illus- 
trioos race, an appanage of royalty itself^ and a favourite abode of one 
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of England'a wlMit but most otdnmoiAted Monarcha, it hu reached the 
senithof itsgloiy, and now a corietponding period of decline ensaea, until, 
after passing through varioas less distinguished hands, the noble edifice 
ia finally dismantled, and we are left to mourn over it, as it now appears, 
a masa of crumbling roins, another melancholy example of the mutability 
of all human grandeur. 

In the most fertUe and lovely portion of Wensley-dale, that most 
bemtifiil of the northern yales, a gentle rising ridge, farming the eastern 
extremity of the base of stately Penhill, overlooks on one aide romantic 
Coverdale, on the other, the golden valley and the graceful windings of 
the Yore. About half-a-mile from the sonthem bank of which, and 
neat the summit of the ascent, is situated the town of Middleham, 
crowned by the remaina of its ancient Castle, the work of Robert Fitz- 
Randolph, third Lord of Middleham, gTBudson. of Ribald, youngest 
brother of Alan Rufus, Earl of Bretagne, and nephew of the Conqueror, 
whobeatowed on him the Earldom of Richmond and Lordship of Middle- 
ham, which from the dme of the Conqueror bad belonged to Ohilpatrie, 

Alan granted the Lordship of Middleham to his youngest brother 
Ribald, who, on the death of his wife Be^rice, withdrew front the busy 
and distracting scenes of feudal power to the hallowed walls of St. Mary's 
Abbey at York, and died a monk, having first ^ven five canicates of 
land at Bnmeston to Ood and St. Mary's and Qodfried the Abbot, for 
perpetual mssses for the souls of Earl Alan his brother, and Beatrice his 
wife. On the day on which Ribald became a monk, his brother Stephen, 
Earl of Brittany and Richmond, confirmed Middleham and all its depend- 
sncies, by deed and the delivery of a Danish axe, to his nephew, Ralph, 
snmamed Taylboia, who married Agatha, daughter of Robert Bruce of 
Skelton, and following the pious example of his father, gave lands at Well 
and Snape,*to the monks of the new foundation at Fountains to pray fi>r 
the repose of his aoul and that of hla mother. 

On his decease, which occurred about the 14th or 15th Henry II., the 
Lordship descended to hia son Robert above mentioned, who ia expressly 
recorded as the foonder and builder of Middleham Castle. He married 
Helewisia, daughter and sole heiresa of the celebrated lawyer, Randolph 
de Glanville, Lord Chief Justice of England, who at the time (a.d, 1189) 
that his daughter founded the Priory of Swainby, in the parish of Pickhill, 
possessed very great power in Yorkshire, in consequence of having been 
there for some years in the high and responsible office of Viscount, or 
Higb Sheriff of that great county. On the 11th day of March, a.d. 1195, 
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Helewina died, and oa aaual id those days, was tolemnly intMred in tbe 
htniM of her endowment. Walleran, the eldest ion of Melewiiia, de- 
parted thia life, and was prababi; also consigned to a temporary resting 
place at Swainhy, Death thus made room for her second son Bannlph 
Fitz-Robert, who married Mary, daughter of Ralph Bigod, Earl of Nor- 
ielk, as the new Lord of Middleham, and who, in virtne of his maternal 
descent, was also patron of the Swainby foandation. But &om what 
cause, or hy whose &ult, is not recorded, he had long and serious dis- 
putes with the canons of thst piiory, which determined him to place 
them under his own immediate inspecdon : for this purpose no place in 
his iride domains seemed so fitting as Coverham, " Scant, two miles &om 
Middleham by west," as old Leland truly states, the deep solltode and 
seclusion of which was peculiarly adapted to monastic habits. The only 
church except Swainby, which the monks then possessed, looked imme- 
diately down upon the site of the new foundation, the vicinity of which 
to his own castle afforded the patron at once the means of curbing dia 
canons when refractory, and the opportunity of enjoying the benefit of 
their society or their devotions. In tita year 1S14, this translation of the 
monks of Coveiham took place, and in 1261, Ranulph Fitx-Robert, 
who is j uttly entitled to be considered as the founder of that Abbey, de- 
parted this life, and his remains were removed thither from Middleham 
Castle to their long resting place, where, near those of his mother, 
Helewisia, which had^heen transferred from Swainby, a sculptured mona- 
ment marked the spat tall the unhallowed period of the dissolution. His 
son and successor, Ralph Fitz-Randolph, married Anaatasia, daughter of 
William Lord Percy; but died without male issue, whereupon the castle and 
domuns of Middleham were carried by the marriage of his eldest child 
and heiress, Mary, with Robert de Neville of Rahy, into that iUnstrioua 
family ; and this union brought together the lines of Fitz- Randolph and 
Neville till the reign of Rkhard III. The issue of this — if the narrative 
of contemporary historians be ctnrect— Bufbrtonate marriage, was Ralph 
de Neville, a noble Baron, careless in the management of his affiura, 
and fonder of rending with the monks of Coverham and Martan than ia 
bis own castles. He married twice, and by his first wiie, daughter of 
Sir John Clavering, had two sons, on the elder of whom, called from his 
'ove of show and finery, " the Peacock of the North)" his grandmother 
settled the Castle and Lordship of Middleham, with all its appendages in 
fee ; hut dying before hie father, who survived until the year 1831, and 
was buried on the south side the altar at Coverham, he was succeeded 
byhisonly brother, Ralph, who, in the fiftbyeaiof Edward IIL, obtained 
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a fresh charter of free wamn in all Idi Unda and loidsUpa in the co. of 
York. FoUowiag the pioos example of aome of hia anceston, he be- 
queathed diven land* and meuuages to the Hosjutal of St. Michael the 
Archangel, at Well : and having spent a long and active liie, died in 1S41, 
and was boried in Dnriiam Cathedral, where his moaunient still lemains. 
Hia son and heir, John de Neville, who fonght in Scotland, France, and 
Turkey, was such a gallant soldier that John of Gaunt, in consideration 
of fifty marks a year, charged on his eatatea in Danby and Fomcett, 
Yorkshire, retained him in his service for life. By hii Unt marriage with 
Maude, daughter of Lord Percy, he had Ralph his heir ; by his second 
union, with_Elizabeth, heireu of 'William Lord Latimer, he had John, 
subsequently Lord Latimer, whose estates devolved on his elder brother, 
John, Lord Neville, who possessed in difierent counties, upwards of dxty 
manors. He died on St. Luke's day. A" 12 Rich, II,,a]id was intmed 
near hiabthex at Durham. 

His successor, Ralph de Neville, having first won the golden spurs of 
knighthood, was in tlie 2l8t year Richard II., created Earl of Westmor- 
land, and subsequently recdved from Henry IV. a grant of the Earldom 
of Richmond (which title, however, he never assumed), and under him 
the power and grandeur of his race seem to have attained a high degree 
of eminence, having died possessed of the Honour and Castles of Ricl^ 
mond, Hiddleham, and Sheriff Hntton, which, with many a dependent 
manor, and many a fair southern lordship, were settled on the issue of 
his second princely alliance with Joan Beaufort, daughter of John of 
Oaunt, Duke of Lancaster, and in which lie was succeeded by her eldest 
•on, Richard Neville, Lord of Middleham, who by his maniage with 
Alice, dan^ter and heiress of Thomas Montagu, Earl of Salisbury, 
acquired that dUe, and having joined the standard of Richard Plantagenet, 
Dnke of York, who liad married his sister, the Lady Cecilia Neville, was 
beheaded after the disastrous battle of Wakefield, a.d. 1460, when his 
estates became forfeited to the crown. But in the following year, 
Edward IV. r^^ained the throne of his ancestora, and Middleham Castle, 
with all its vast domaina and widespread manors, reverted to their 
rightAil owner, tiie renowned *' King Maker," Richard Earl of Salisbury, 
and (by bis union with Aa&e, sole hdreas of her brother, Henry Duke of 
Warwick), of Warwick ; under him the ancient fortress seems to have 
reached the height of its maguiflcence, and within its walls he kept all 
but royal state. To quote the beautiiiil language of the gifted author of 
"The Last of the Barons," "The most renowned Statesmen, the mightiest 
Lords, flocked to his Hall -. Hiddleham— not Windsor, nor Shene, nor 
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WeatmiDster, noithe Tower, weroedthe Courtof England." HeieitirM 
tliat the ^fted Oloncester, hia fiitare son-in-law, learned the art of war from 
the princely Eail : here it was that the fourth Edward, conducted as a 
priflonei-goeat, by hia gallant bearing and lole-stiiring addieat, bowed 
the Baiana, Knights, and rtttainers of hia overgrown subject, to his will 
Hence, left as baditlon states, nnder the smrollance of Warwick's 
brother, the Archbishop of York, and indulged with the privilege of 
hunting in the park, he escaped on a fieet horse and resumed the reins of 
gOTemment. But we must not dilate too much. That mighty £arl 
who had made and unmade Kings, found a bloody grave at Bamet ; and 
Middleham, with its dependendea, was allotted to Richard Duke of 
Oloncester, in right of bis wife, the' Lady Anne Neville, Warwick's 
youngest daughter. Here he had wooed and won his lovely coann ; 
here their only son was bom ; here, at the early age of eleven yean, that 
child had died, and here, too probably, he lies entombed. It is not, there- 
fore, to be wondered at, with all theae endearing assodations, and situated 
amid scenery the most lovely, that of aU the stately castles he possessed, 
this was Gloucester's most laTOurite abode ; and alter a lapse of nearly 
fi>UT hundred years, the place still continues associated with hia name. 
For with the fiiUest sanction of all the authorities, civil and ecclesiaatical, 
in any way connected with it, he raised the rectory to a deanery, and tha 
parochial to a collegiate church, still called— aa in the words of tha 
original charter of foundation — "The College of Richard Duke of 
Gloucester, at Middleham ; " and retaining ita rights, privil^es, and 
immunities, aa granted or procured by the royal founder, ere hia untimely 
fall on the fatal field of Bosworth. With that tra(^cal event the sun of Mid- 
dleham set, and the castle and lordahip, with all Richard's other domaina, 
agtun became confiscated to the crown, by which it appears to have been 
leased from rime to time to various individuals ; among them we find Sir 
Henry Linlie, Knight, who occupied the castle in 1609, and was succeeded 
by Sir Edward, afterwarda Lord Loftus, who married one of hia daughters 
and resided there. Pressed by want of money, Charles I. sabaequently 
sold the estate to the citizens of London, who in their turn conveyed it 
to Mr. Wood, of Littleton, co. Middlesex, in whose family it still 
remains ; the crown elaima the castle, and the Duke of Leeds, aa 
representative of the Darcya, Earla of Holdemess, holds the hereditary 
office of " Constable of Middleham Castle, and Chief Buliff of Hich' 
mondshiie." 

With respect to the edifice itself, very few vrords must suffice: 

The amsll remains of this once magnificent eaatle stand on the aonth 
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tide of the town. It consists of two outworks fortified with four towers 
inclosiog a body or keep. This envelope ia in figure a right-angled 
parallelogram of 210 feet by 175 ; its greatest length running north and 
south, and each of its sides forming one of the otdiual points of the 
compass. As a specimen of ardutectnre, Middleham is an unique but 
not a htppy work. 

The Norman keep, the fbrtiesB of the ftrst lords, not being anfflcient 
for the vast trdns and princely habits of the Nerilles, was inclosed by a 
complete quadrangle, which almost entirely darkened what was dark 
enough before, and the first atnicture now stands completely insulated in 
the centre of a later woric. This building, which is much higher than the 
outwork, is of a shape similar to it. The main of the building ia un- 
equally divided by a wall which turns from north to south, and here still 
remun the broken stairs. The entrance into this castle was by a very 
Btiong arched gateway on the north side. The moat is now filled up, 
but the leaden pipes, for the conveyance of water, were taken up within 
tfte memory of the mother of a person now living. As it is, majeatic in 
decay, Hlddleham Caatle is the noblest work of man in Richmondshlre. 
'Without any natural strength, except that of standing upon a little 
elevated rock, the views up and down Wioileydale are delightful ; but 
at a dme when little gratification was taken in by the eye, the idea 
of property would supersede the feelings of taste, and the Nevilles would 
survey with pleasure the ample domtuns around them ; not because they 
were picturesque oi beautiful, but because they were their own. 

As it often happened on the destruction of ancient castles, that a 
more modem edifice rose in their place, so it was at Middleham, About 
the middle of the seventeenth century, a handsome house was erected at 
no very great distance firom the site of the original forbesa. Middleham 
Hall, as lliis edifice still is called, with all the lands adjacent, were 
Bold in 1771 by Sir James Fennyman, Bart to Bich&id Dixon, Esq., who 
in 1800 conveyed it to the late John Breare, Esq., under whose will the 
mansion, with other estates, devolved on his nephew, Cbristophei Topham, 
Eaq., the present possessor. 

The hall, which stands in a small park, ia adorned by a handsome 
flah-pond, and surmounted by neat pleasure grounds, which command a 
magnificent view of the heautiiiU dale beneath, the windings of the Yore, 
and the distant mountain scenery. The house contains many 
comfortable rooms, several of which are panelled and covered with hand- 
tome tapestry. 

A word on the town itself. Middleham is sitiiated on a gende rising 
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grotmd in the moat feil£le and open part of Wendeydale, a short diatonce 
from the aouth bank of the river Yora, and ia a amall but antuent 
and well-biult market town, containing seToral neat maanons 
occupied by respectable famiUea. As a place of trade it nerei had 
any high interest ; but on the adjacent moor, ^lich has long 
been famed as a school of the t\irt, many celebrated raceis have been 
trained, f^th the exception of the church and caatle, it does not 
possess many objects of interest. In the maiket place there is an andent 
cross, and in the upper part of the town is a curious flight of doable 
steps, with a recumbent figure on one side : this is now so mutilated as 
ahnost to baffle inquiry : it might lepieseat the bear, which formed a 
portion of the cognizance of Earl Warwick. With greater probability, 
however, it may be assumed as the emblem of the nlver boar, which, it 
ia well known, was the peculiar badge of Richard Duke of Gloucester. 
This surmise is home out by the circumstance of that portion of the town 
still retaining (he name of " the Swine Market ; " and it has been stated 
by some of the older inhabitants that, in their earlier days, the figure, 
then in tolerable preserratioii, was a boar. Middleham still contains ono 
or two Tudor houaes ; but within the lost few years several of the most 
ancient edifices have been pulled down. 

Its neighbourhood, however, is rich, not alone in objects of anti- 
quarian and historic lore, bnt also in the beauty and richness of its 
natural scenery ; and possesaing, as it does, most comfortable accommo- 
dation for the touriat, seems a spot well adapted, from its central situation, 
for a resting place to the lover of the one or the admirer of the other : 
while he who fortunately ia blessed with a taste for both may revel for days 
on tbe interesting and attractive objecta in its vicini^. 

Westward are the yet perfect remains of Bolton Castle, where the 
lovely and hapless Mary Stuart was erst a prisoner in the keeping of 
the lordly Scrope ; and sdll the spot is pointed out, bearing the name of 
the Queen's Gap, where this victim of misfortune waa recaptured when 
endeavouring to escape from her prison home. 

Westward, too, ia the beautitiil church of Wensley, the recently 
discovered ruins of a preceptory of Knights Templars, and the far- 
famed and romantic Ayagarth Force, which, with its adjacent church, 
will amply repay a visit. 

North is the magnificent natural tetrace known by the name of 
Leybutn Shawl ; and within a drive Richmond Castle, with Its lofty and 
massive keep as fresh and sharply chiseled as when, seven hundred years 
ago, Earl Conan, laying its foundation upon the rocky bank of the 
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Swnle, reared that huge sqaaie tower, the walli of ivhich, with dieir 
pinnacled torreta, have braved the dilapidating hand of time, and retun 
at this day their original dimenaiona and atahility. 

South are the remnanti of Coverham Abbey, where some of 
Middleham'a earliest lorda lie entombed. And in a nqneBtered spot, 
close by the romandc bed of the Cover, the little known but cniioua 
fragments of St. Simon's chapel and holy well. Wlule eastward are the 
extensive and well-kept ruins of the once splendid Abbey of Jervanlx ; 
and inrther still, the castle and chorch of Tanfield ; where, each ander 
his marble tomb, lie enshrined the renowned lords Marmion. These for 
the antiquarian alone ; bnt for him who loves to read from Nature's book) 
and delights in the works of his Creator, all Wensleydale abounds with 
the pictuieHiue and the beautiful. There are lofty knolls and heath-clad 
mountains — there are hanging woods and precipitous rocks ; rivers 
winding like the beauteous Yore, through the rich and verdant meadows 
which gird its margin, or, as the Cover, foaming and tearing its way over 
rocks and stones, far, &r beneath the feet of him who standi at the 
summit of itx precipitous and wood-bound banks. 



Ov«t 9ita. 

The ivied nuns of forlora Gbacb Dnn. 

Oh the north western boundary of Chamwood Forest, in a liule dell 
watered by a babbling brook, stand some ivy covered walls and two 
or three farm buildings, which scarcely attract the notice of the ordinary 
stranger — the antiquarian or ecclesiologist, however, soon discovers 
traces of an oriel, a Gothic doorway, and a decorated window, which tell 
him a tale not read by vulgar eyes. 

Those crumbling walla, now dedicated to ignoble nsea, are the ruins 
ofOrace Dieu. The very name, like that of Valle Dei, Valle Crads, &c. 
—Hit once so poetical, and so expressive of bumble sod holy trust — suggests 
Ae probability that the spot had been connected with religion. It was so. 
It was here that Rossu db Tiiodon, in 1240, founded a " monastery 
of Nuns of the order of St Austin, to the hononr of St. Mary, and the 
Holy Trinity." 

This eminent lady, who plentiinlly endowed her foundation, vras the 
daughter of Nicholas deVerdnn: onwhose death in 1331, she, as sole heir, 
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paid seventy marks for the relief and lirery of her inheritance, as also 
that she might not be compeUed to marry. Bnt it appears that she vas at 
that time a widow, for the King, in 1234, had specially vritten to her 
recommending her to marry Theodore le Butiller, (a branch of the noble 
Irishfomilyof Butler) and also to her &ther desiring Mm to back Bnljller's 
suit. Yet though she married a person of so distinguished a bmily, 
neither Roesia nor her descendants bore his samame, but stiU retained that 
of De Verdon. She died in 1247. 

Dugdale gives the following Charter of the foundress, dated 1242, when 
Bishop Grosseteste confirmed the foundation: — "Know, present and 
future people, that I, Roesia de Verdun, have granted, and by this my 
Charter confirmed, to God and St. Uary and to the Church of the Holy 
Trinity of The Qraee of Ood at Belton, and to the servants of Christ, the 
Nuns in the same Church serving Ood, in pure and perpetual alms, for m« 
and my heirs, and for the souls of my parents and of all my ancestors, 
and of my husband's, all my manor of Belton, with the advowson of the 
Church of the same place, and all other the appurtenances and liberties 
which I and my ancestors ever used to have in the siud manor ; to have, 
and to hold of me and my heirs, in pure and perpetual alms, freely, quietly, 
peaceably, and entirely, in demesnes, villanages, meadows, pastures, 
woods, the park, wairen, mills, men, rents, services, sequels, and all 
other things to the said manor belonging, without all exaction, service, 
and peculiar demand. And I, Roesia, and my heirs, will for ever acquit 
the aforesaid Nuns of the Royal service which belongs to the said manor, 
with the appurtenances ahovesaid to the same Nuns in the aforesaid 
Church serving God, against all nations. And that this my gift, grant, 
confirmation, and wanrantization, may obtain perpetual firmness, I have 
thought fit to corroborate this my present writing with the putting to it of 
my seal. Witnesses — Sir Richard deHarecourt; Sir Emald de Bois; 
Sir Ralph Basset of Sapcote ; Sir Richard, of Kormanville ; Sir Adam, of 
Quartermars ; Sir Miles de Verdun; Roger Oemun; Sir Adam de 
Newport ; Master Thomas de Terdun, then Rector of Ibestoke ; Henry 
de Heitshom, and others." 

As from the rules of their Order the Nuns of Grace Dieu were prohibited 
from leaving the limits of the Nunnery, King Henry III., by his Royal 
Charter, gave the Abbess liberty to constitute an attorney in all cases 
in which they had cause to sue or be sued. Agnes de Oresley 
appears to have been the first Prioress, but either from her resignation or 
death Mary de Stretton, with the approbation of the foundress, was 
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elected in 1 243, and ahortly after the Prioresa and Convent obtained 
pennisaion for a market and fair at their manor of Belton. 

Amicia, widow of Archer de Freschevile, Sir William de Wattneis, 
(1279) and John Comyn, Earl of Buclian, (1S06) were all great lienefacton 
to this house. 

For three centniies had the aeclnded sisterhood of Grace Dien been 
regarded hy the neighbouring forcBtera almost as beings of brighter sphere 
— theit conventthe sole bright spot in the wilderness — and their convent- 
bell the onl^ one that called to prayer and praise, when the dissolution 
of the smaller monasteries was decided on, and three commissioners, 
Zieigh, Lsyton, and John Beaiamoiit* (the last living at the adjoining 
hamlet of Thringatone) carried alarm and consternation to the Prioress 
and nuns by enteriog their quiet refectory and commencing an inqtiiry 
into thdr " lives and conveiaation." The Compendium eomptrtorvm soon 
tells the tesvlt. 

When it is stated that the convent and it* demesnes wete the next 
day conveyed to one of the commissioners — that this commissioner 
had long coveted his neighbour's goods — that he alter confessed to 
" forgeries and misdemeanours," against the State and Lady Powis, to 
the amount of £20,661 — the posthumous reputation of the poor nuns of 
Orace Dieu can scarcely be said to be affected by a report which has on 
the face of it strong evidence of its having been a foregone conclusion. 
The Prioress, Agnes Lytherland, and the fifteen sisters, may well be 
supposed to have left a home so dear to them much as Priam's wife and 
daughters left their own : 

" Hie Hecuba et natc neqaicqaam altaria circum, 
Frtecipites atrft sen tempesute columbs, 
Cendensee et diTftn amplezc nmnlacra sedebant." 

" Mr. Beaumont," says Nichols, " was soon interrupted in bis newly- 
acqoired property, by a claim of the Earl of Huntingdon, — on which 
he addressed a letter to Lord Cromwell, couched in terms of clinging 
servility, stating his fear of I^ord Huntingdon to be very great, and that 

* QrandsoQ of Sir Thooiai Beaomoat of Coleortou, snd sabseqneatly Matter of 
thsRolU. 
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he had " had weiet vBinyng to wayre a pii-ry ooate."* Ib 1541 he waa 
cited to shew by what title ha held the Bite of the Priory ; and he appeaia 
to have answered thie dtation ladsbctorily, foi he still retained posses- 
Bien. In 1550 he was elected Recorder of Leicester, and in the same 
year was appointed Master of the Rolls. In 1551 he levied a fine 
with proclamadoDB of tUs lordship, to the nse of King Edward VI. and 
his successors; and in 1552, when on his " misdemeanonrs" becoming 
fully detected, he snrrendered tlus and other estates, Francis, Earl of 
Huntingdon, hy the King's letters patent obtained a grant, in fee farm* 
of the capital mansian of the Manor-honse of Ctrace Dieu, with t)te whole 
raaaor of Qiaee Dien and the Grange called Uyral Grange, and seTCial 
ether lands, all lately part of the possessions of John Beaumont, Master 
of the Rolls. He did not long surrlTe the loss of his lepntation and 
estates; in five years after, Elizabeth, his widow, cliumed and regained 
possession of Grace Diea. The ^ory shed aroiind the spot by the suc- 
ceeding Beaumonts may well be teid to have wiped away this, the only 
stain that ever sullied the lustre of their escutcheon. Of these good and 
gifted men our space only permits us to give amere enumeration, instead 
of tiio lengthened notice which their virtoes, and their contributions to 
literaCnie, deserve. 

Francis Beaumont, eldest son of the Master of the Rolls, and of his 
second wife, Elizabeth, daughter of Sir William Hastings, succeeded to 
the estate on the death of his mother. He had been educated for the 
bar, and in 1593 became one of the Justices of Common Fleas, and was 
afterwards knighted. Burton speaks of him as " that grave, teamed, 
and reverend Judge, Francis Beaumont, Esq." 

Sir Francis Beaumont married Anne, daughter of Sir Oeorge Fiene- 
point, of Holme, and dying April 22, 1598, left by her three sods — ' 
Henry, John, and Francis. Henry, who was only sixteen at bis 
&ther's death, was knighted by James I. at Worksop, in 1603, on his 
Majesty's journey from the Scottish to the English ca^tal. He died in 
1606, leaving his lady (Barbara, daughter of Anthony Fount, of Foston, 
Esq.) then pr^nant. This posthumous child proving a daughter (who 
afterwards married first John Harpur, Esquire, and secondly Sir Wolstau 
Dixie), the estate devolved on John Beaumont, Sir Francis's second son, 
who married Elizabeth Fortescue (a descendant of Oeorge, Duke of Clar- 
ence, brother of Edward IV.), was created a baronet in 1626, and died in 
1628, having obtained considerable reputation both as a poet and a BOl- 

• Cotton M8S., aeopetni IV., 131. 
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dier. Hii poem of " Boaworth field," published, with levenl minor 
poems, by hia son, in 1629, was praised by Jonaon, Drayton, and several 
other contemporary writers. 

Francis Beaumont, the great dramatic writer, whom Wordsworth calls 

That &IIIOI1B joath AiU soon remo*ed 
From Esrtb, perhaps bj SaJJuraAaa's self spproved — 
FuTcau's associate — Johsok's friend beloTedr— 



the third son of Sir FtaninB, was bom at Grace Dieu in 1566, and died 
in his tbirtietb year : having, in conjunction with Fletcher, added j^/ty- 
thTM plays to English dramatic lltoature, and written many poems of 
exquJute pathos and beauty. 

His brother, Sir Jolm Beaumont, the first baronet, left by his wife, 
Elizabeth Fortescue, seven sons and five daughters ; of these sons two 
were distinguished poets — John and Francis. Sir John, the second baronet, 
who edited his father's poems, wai as renowned for his astonishing feats 
of strength and agility, as for his cnltivatios of the bditi Uttrtt of those 
days. He died at the liege of Gloucester, 1641, bravely fighting for 
his royal master, and was succeeded by his brotlier Thomas, the third 
baroneL 

^ Thomas married Vere, dau. of Sir William Tufton, brother to the 
Earl of Thanet, and dying in 1686 left four daughters, only the eldest of 
whom inherited Grace Dieu, and married her distant relative, Robert 
BeaumontofBarrow upon Trent, Esq., who sold the estate to Sir Ambrose 
PhillippB of Gorendon, whose lineal descendant, Ambrose Lisle March 
Fhillipps, Esq., erected uid now inhabits the beauUful neighbouring 
mansion called Grace IMeu Manor. 

About a mile from the ruins, stands die now celebrated modem 
monastery of Mount St. Bernard, one of Mr. Pugin's happiest productions ; 
and this, with the rains, which have been the subject of our narrative, 
and the manor house, and contiguous chapel— all situated amidst scenery 
remarkable for the ru^^d character of its rocks— render the locality as 
interesting as any similar area in our island. But Wordsworth has so 
well described, iu numbers more than usually harmonious for him, the 
chief object in oar picture, that we cannot better close our remaps 
than by giving ' the poet's glowing thought' — 

Beneath yon eastern ridge, the craggy bound. 
Rugged and higfa, o( Cbabvwood's forest ground ; 
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StMid yet, bat, ctrangei I taiddeo tram tb; view, 
The ivied niiiia of fbrlom Gkacx Dud ; 
Erst B religioas boiue, which day and night 
With hymni reioiiDded, and the cbaunted rite : 
And nbeD thow ritea had ceaged, the spot gave birth 
ToboDourablemen of variouB worth; 
There, on the margin oTa streamlet wild. 
Did Fkaxcu BaAmoNi aport, an eager child ; 
There under ahadoT of the neighbouring rocks. 
Sang youthM tales of shepherds and their flocks ; 
UncoDscious prelude to heroic themes. 
Heart-breaking tears and melancholy dreams 
Of alighted love, and scorn, and jealous rage, 
With which bis genius shook the buskined stage ; 
CommuDities are lost, and empirrs die, 
And things ofholy use unhallowed lie; 
They perish— hut the intellect ma; raise. 
From airy words alone, a I^ that ne'er decays. 



Kajint, CO. Sibon. 

Whichxvxb aide of the qnestion we may incline to, aa regards the 
fatal disputes between Charles the First and his Parliament, it is impoa- 
■ible for any one, who is not blinded by the prejudices of a sour bigotry, 
to be inaensible to the chivalrous and high-toned character of the 
Cavaliers. They had all the virtues, and it may be many of the vices, 
of the romantic ages, when loyalty to the throne, devotion to the fur, 
and a generous gallantry in the lists, were carried to an excess, which 
threw such a fiood of glory about them, that the dazzled eye is no more 
able to detect tbeir minuter blemishes, than it would be to observe the 
spots upon the sun, when it is brightest. The Cavaliers, indeed, had 
thrown aside much of the stately decorum of their prototypes, just as they 
had put off no small portion of their defensive armour ; but they were 
not a' whit the leas dangerous in the field, and were ten times pleasanter 
at a banquet. With tbem life was a splendid and joyous romance ; they 
loved heartily, prayed sincerely, fought stoutly, gavefreely, received hard 
blows with the same right good will that lliey dealt them, and when all 
was over might truly say with the Lord Chief Justice la Henry the 
Fourth, 
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" What they did, they did in honour. 
Led b; the impartial conduct of their Mnla." 

Thatthey lived in tlie hour, andfor thehiiiir,miglitbeaikult, but, if so, 
it mu a &t)lt allied to many virtues, and that so closely, tbe good of 
tbeir chancten could haidly have existed without tbe evil. If to-day 
they were beaten, they were not the lesa leady to fight again, and perhaps 
to conquer, on tbe mociow, but wbethor defeated or victorious they 
remained ever the same joyoua and ontameable spiiita, neither ashamed 
of themselves, nor out of temper with tbeir enemies. While tbe Puritans 
made a pain of pleasure, tbey made a pleasure of paut, and it can scarcely 
be called an exaggeration to say tbey rushed to Om fight or to the feast 
with tbe same light-beartedneas. Moreover the battle tbey waged was 
for the fiath of tbeir {brefathers both in politics and religion ; and even 
if tbat &ith were a blse one — which may well admit of question — 4till 
It came recommended to them by tbe sanction of ages. It bad been 
tbe lesson of their early childhood, and they honoured and obeyed it witb 
the duty of a boh towards his parent. 

We have not made these remarks, as wishing to adjudge tbe question 
of right or wrong between the parlies — thougb of course, like other 
pcQple, we have our own opinions upon the subject — but simply to justify 
our admiration of the brilliant qualities displayed by tiie Cavaliers. We 
cannot belp loving tbem as we do the knights who figure in tbe inimita- 
ble pages of Froissart, and must confess — -perhaps to our sbame — that 
we have more regard for their gay and spaikling ibllias than for the sour 
virtues of their opponents. One feels always inclined to say to the latter, 
as honest Sir Toby aaid to the stiff and precise Ualvolio-^" Dost thou 
think because tiion ait virtuous, there shall be uo more cakes and ale 7" 

This is a somewhat long introduction to a short story, the few words 
with which we meant to have pre&ced our account of the loyal bmilyof 
the Harris's having imperceptibly swelled into an eulogium — it is to be 
hoped the reader may not find it a tedious one — upon the stout old 
JCavaliera. And now to the real matter in question-^Hayne, and ita 
Tarious possessors. 

In Domesday Book the manor of Stowfbrd is registered as belonging 
to "Hugo comes," the son of Robert, Eari of Mortain and Cornwall, a 
Uterine brother of the Conqueror. On the maternal side he might boast 
of a descent scarcely less Qlustrioos, his mother being Matilda, daughter 
of Roger de MontgomerL The title by which we find him afterwards 
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diitmgiuslied, he usumed, ot it was granted, npon ifs being forfeited by 
, the ori^nal and proper owner of it. Baron Roger de rEaulne,* to whom 
the designation of right appertained and who had greatly exerted himself 
on William's side at the battle of Mortemer, so disastrous to the 
French king and all his army. " From the rising of the morning sun," 
■ays Wace, " till three in the afternoon the assault lasted in its full force, 
and the battle continued to he hot and fierce. The French could not 
escape, for the Nonnans would let no one pass ;" and while, in conse^ 
qnence of their being thus benuned in by a triumphant enemy, multitudes 
were either killed or wounded, not a few of the better sort were made 
prisoners and held to ransom. Amongst these was a certain Count 
Baoul de Mont Didier, for whose safe-keeeping Wmiam seems to have 
been not allttle snxioOB, whether from motives of revenge or policy, or it 
may be from both united. This prize he consigned to the custody of 
the Baron de I'Eaulne, as one who was bound to himselfby so many and 
so deep obligations, and who therefore of all men was the one least 
likely to betray his trust. But it so chanced that die Baron owed fealty 
to his prisoner, and the latter availing himself of this circumstance de-- 
manded that his vassal would set him free. In all probability the whole 
was B mere jug^e between them, a preconcerted scheme in order that De 
Mortemer might have some excuse for his breach of trust. But the plot- 
ten fonnd themselves egregiously mistaken ; Duke William would allow 
of no such flimsy pretexts ; he at once banished the traitor fron Nor- 
mandy, confiscated hie estates, and gave the keeping of Mortemer Castle 
to his own nephew, Hugo, who hereupon assumed the name of Mortemer 
de I'Eaulne. Thus attached to Duke William as much by gratitude as 
by kinship, Hugo accompanied his ancle in his invasion of England, and 
conducted himself with so much sUll and courage that he has earned 
what men love to think a lasting record both in romance and chronicle. 
Unfortunately the record itself grows obsolete ; and even if that were 
not the case, the worid is too much occupied with its own immediate 
interests to give more than a few hasty glances at the past, and then 
only when the actors and the occurrences stand out with unusual pro- 
minence, or are in some way connected with the present. 

The father of our Hugo, the Earl of Mortain, had also played a con- 
spicuous part at the battle of Hastings, for which he re^ed an ample 
recompense in the division of the spoil that followed, while the discom- 

* Ea&Ine Is a rirei in Normati47. 
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fited Sax.oni invoked heaven and earth for vengeance upon their 
oppressors, as if the; had themselvea anjr other title to the land they 
held, than vbat flowed from the real or imaginary rights of conqoeit. 
On this occasion the Duke, now King William, distributed his bounties 
with the proverbial and easy generosity of those vho are giving sway 
the property of others. Prudence no doubt recommended the binding 
hii associates to him by the strong ehains of interest, yet even this con- 
sideration will hardly account for his bestowing no less than seven 
hundred and ninety-three manors on the fortunate Robert, whom, at the 
■ame time, he created Earl of Cornwall. 

If the new-made Earl had been thus fbrtunate in receiving, he was 
no less frank in giving, '^th a liberality that is not often exercised by 
living fathers towards their children, he at once made over the manor of 
Stowlbrd, and other lands in that neighbourhood, to his son Hugo, who 
finally settled there, and called the Castle appertaining to it by his own 
Norman name of De I'Eaulne ; this appellation in Ume came to be cor- 
rupted into Eaune — Ayne — and Hayne, by which last title it is known 
at present. From this period it continued in the possession of his de- 
scendants until the he^nning of the sixteenth century, when Thomasinc, 
the heiress of Walter of Hayne, married the son of Harris of Stone, 
who had obtained that property in the same way that his son now 
became possessed of Hayne, that is, by intermarrying with the heiress. 
He was himself a younger son of the Radford fiunily. 

Such was the origin of a fiunily, which, in the time of the great civil 
war, stood first among the first of those who devoted life and fortune, 
heart and soul, to the cause of loyalty. When the King put himself at 
the head of his adherents in the west, Mr. Harris had, by his union with 
Cordelia, the heiress of Lord Mobun of Okehampton, acquired a right 
to share the la;^ possessions of that family with Lord Coortenay, and 
he now hastened frankly and freely to peril all in the royal service. He 
got together a gallant troop of a hundred horse, whom he moanted and 
equipped at his own expense ; his cousin, Sir fievil Qrenville, did the 
same, and the two, marching out together, joined the king on the con- 
fines of Okehampton Park, whence they escorted him to Hayne. Here 
the magnificent owner entertained Charles for three days, an honour 
which, to his enthudastie loyalty, was no doubt the highest reward 
that could he ofiered, though, all things considered, it came fraught with 
near and substantial danger. But then, it was this state of afiairs that 
brought the King and those who adhered to him, into closer connexion. 
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and tightened tlie boadg of union between them. In ordinary times the 
■ubject hu seldom an opportunity of shewing hia attachment to the 
person of hia monarch, or even of approaching him, except amidst th« 
forms of a distant ceremonial, which may indeed increase respect, but 
most Bsanredl)' does not inrite affecdon. Now all was altered, and 
greatly for the better, as regarded the kindly feelings of either party, 
To^y they feasted at the same table, to-moirow they shared the same 
dang^s, and the usnal banien of rank were to a certain degree broken 
down by this brotherhood in pain and pleasure, till the monarch was 
lost sight of in the guest and comrade. It was a time, too, that of 
necessity shewed him under the most favourable colouis. Even if we 
■appose, as is too often the eaae^ that the royal gratitude would not long 
have outlived the occasion which gave rise to it, still, for the moment, 
Charles must have had strong feelings of kindness for those whose ser- 
vice was so eminently disinterested ; and this feeling, to say nothing of 
his own interests, must have brought out all the better parts of bis 
character. We may therefore be allowed to picture, witliout going be- 
yond a modest exercise of the imagination, the three days that Charlea 
spent at Hayne, enjoying the moment, yet not without a passing cloud 
of apprehension for the fiitura. And then again, the redoubled eest 
with which he would give himself up to the pleasures that courted him, 
as soon as the dark moment had passed away, and he was once more 
wholly possessed by the present. These boors must have been rendered 
yet sweeter, by the conviction that they could only be few, and might, 
perhaps, never return, as indeed they never did, for of the brave spirits 
that now gathered about him, how many of the noblest were destined to 
perish long before his own career had tenninated. On the third day he 
quitted Hayne to set out for Boconnoo in Cornwall. 

It will be doubted by some, who may yet admire our stout-hearted 
Cavalier, whether his seal did not at times rather outrun his discretion. 
On one occasion it was his fortune to capture a ringleader of the rebels, 
as he of course designated all opponents to the royal cause, for whose 
benefit he immediately determined to revive a dormant privilege, belong- 
ing to him as the lord and custodian of Lidford- Castle. By virtue of 
this ofBce, in limes gone by, the several owners had possessed a jurisdie- 
tjon separated and distinct from the common law of tlie realms, though 
it had long ceased to be exercised, at least in lu full extent. Availing 
himself hovrever, of the privilege, he summoned the local and Cradal 
court of Lidford, who sat in judgment upon the prisoner m&rt majoTwn, 
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finmdhim guilty of high treason, and condemned Um to death, a aentence 
that wa« carried into effect upon the Caatle-moimd with a> little ccremonf 
aa it had been pronounced. This, it aeema, wu taken exceedingly ill by 
the defunct Roundhead ; he could not rest quietly in hie giave, but erer 
since — as the people say and believe — when any chief of the Haynea la 
about to die, he ahewa hla joy at the event, by perambulating the park- 
terrace at night vith hia head onder his arm. Ifj however, the accoants 
given of the castle-dungeona are not exaggerated beyond all oonacience, 
the prisoner ought to have been thankful to hia judges fbi taking off bii 
bead as they did, for any thing must have been better than confinement 
in such an abominable hole. In 1512 an Act of Parliament described it 
as "one of the moat heinoua, contagiona, and detestable places in the 
realm." In King James* time, Browne says of it, 

" To He therein one night, 'tia gueas'd 
Twere better to be tton'd and presa'd* 
Or han^d — now choose you whether." 

And tbCTO seems little reason for supposing that the fiery Cavalier hod 
given any attention to the improvement of his dungeon, more particularly 
when it was to be used as a place of punishment for Roundheads. 

Tradition affirms that Charlee the Second was concealed at Hayne for 
some days, when he lurked in the west of England before his escape to 
the continent. At all events, whether this was or was not to be added to 
the list of the owner's bithful services, the King upon his restoration 
created him a baronet, with a handsome pension extending to the second 
generation, an unusual act of royal munificence, and plunly shewing in 
what high estimation Charlei must have held him. The deed of gift ia 
still preserved among the family records. 

The descendants of this uncompromising royalist continued to bead in 
his steps, and muntuned their fidelity to the Stnarta unshaken till the 
time of the Hon. John Harris, whose daughter-in-kw, Miss Rolle, of 
Heanton, had married the eldest son of Sir Robert Walpole. By 
ministerial influence he was then made deputy master of the bouaehold 
to Oeoi^ the Second and Third, andaatin Parliament, firat for Oskhamp- 
ton, and afterwards for Ashburton, but always voting in favour of the 
minister. His elder brother, Christopher, remuned more fiuthiiil to the 

* Meaning "preswd to death," sn sUo^cki to ibaptiat foHt tt dirt, employed 
npoo prisoners, who reftised plesding to a charge, and which was continued till 
tboy either yielded or died. 
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fiunily piinciplea. Reacting every OTeitnie made by Sir Robert Walpole 
to win him over to tbe interest of Hanover, be adhered to the Stuarta till 
tbe very last. 

The ancient castle of Hayne, the seat of so many recollections, stood 
npon a lofty eminence in Uie park, called the Warren, and in the begicmng 
of this century some vestiges of it were sdll visihle. It la supposed the 
old walla were pnlled down, with more economy than taste, at the end 
ctf the fourteenth or beginning of the fifteenth century, to supply mat&- 
liala fbr the preeoit manaion, but in what precise year this destmctive 
work took place is now uncertain. The building stands at the foot of 
the hill, at no great distance from the riTer, a position which unquestion- 
ably has some advantagea, though, upon the whole, it hardly seems ao 
desirable a spot aa that occupied by the old castle. The mansion itself is 
particalarly handsome and venerable, and was much beautified and re- 
paired by the lata Mr. Donnithome Harris. The apartmenta occupied 
by King Charles have, however, been carefuUy preserved. The old mill 
is supposed to be coeval with the Norman conquest, and is exempt from 
tithe, tax, or toll of every description. There are many such in England 
attached to old castles and abbeys, the most perfect specimen being tbnt 
at Guy's Cliff, in Warwickshire. The possession of Hayne, by a lineal 
descendantof Count Hngo, gives the office and privileges of High or Chief 
Wairener of Dartmoor Forest. After the marriage of the heiress of Hayne 
to Hr. Hairis, her descendants were personally re-confirmed in their mano- 
rial rights and royalties by an express grant from Queen Elizabeth. If 
Hayne were to be sold, the manor might be trans&rred to the purchaser, 
bat the royalties would cease, being personal to the descendants of Count 
Hugo, and attached also to the possession of Hayne.* 

ThemanorofStowford wasfbrmerly beldby the tenure and condidon 
that the owner should present the King with a gold ewer and napkin, at 
Polstone Bridge on the Tamar, whenever he visited that part of his 
dominions. This office was performed for the last time — and for the first 
upon record — by Mr. Hairis and Sir Bevil OrenviUe, when King 
Charles entered Gorawall, after having reviewed the troops encamped on 
Lifton Down. 

The present co-representativa of the Hayoes and the Harrises are 

* Uanoiial rights qipesr to be Bignorial. or "par droit de Beignenn" but a 
Boyaltj is a power or priril^Ee delegated bj the Crown, and can be revuked at plea- 
son. If the Hi^e fkmOj were to omit tbo prewntatinn of tbe ewer and napkin at 
Polatone Bridge, according to the olden Isw tlie Boyalty would be fiHfeited. 
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Penelope Htnrit and Elizabeth, widow of tlie late Itaac D. Hanu, Esq., ' 
dangfaten of Christopher Hania, Esq., of Hayne, who derived a direct 
descant from the Royal House of Plantagenet. (See Bckkb's " History 
of the Royal Families, vol. ii. The elder co-heii is unmarried, and 
the fcefrsHp of the Eunily is vested in Cbsibiophsb Aktbub Habbib, 
Esq., son of the yonnger sister. He married a daaghtei of iba late 
Mia. Watkins, of Pennoyie, sole heiress of the Vanghans, of Oolden 
Grove, CO. Carmartlien, which &imly is now represented by Col. Lloyd 
Vanghan Watkins, M.P. for fireoon, and Lord Lieuteowit of that 
coun^. 
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